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Food being readied at the tent city on Khreshchatyk Street in Kyiv, where protestors have been camped out 


since Noy. 22. 


Rada vote clears path for new election 


By Marco Levytsky 
With Files from RFER/RL and the 
“TAK!” website 

Ukraine’s parliament on Dec. 8 
adopted a package of electoral and 
constitutional changes in a compro- 
mise intended to defuse the country’s 
two-week-old political crisis. 

The vote came after days of po- 
litical maneuvering between outgo- 
ing President Leonid Kuchma and 
his opponents. 

A total of 402 members in 
Ukraine’s 450-seat Verkhovna Rada 
voted on proposed amendments to 
the country’s election law, which are 
aimed at ensuring the fairness of a 
repeat presidential election tenta- 
tively set for Dec. 26. 

In reaction to the election call 
Canada has approved an historically 
unprecedented 500 official observ- 
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ers in addition to the ones the Ukrai- 
nian Canadian community itself will 
provide. 

Canada has called upon other 
Western nations to follow the ex- 
ample and increase their own num- 
ber of observers. (More on that on 
Page 3.) 

The changes passed by the 
Verkhovna Rada seek to avoid the 
type of fraud that took place in 
November’s disputed runoff, which 
prompted the Supreme Court to can- 
cel the official victory of Prime Min- 
ister Viktor Yanukovych over oppo- 
sition leader Viktor Yushchenko. 

The parliament also voted to dis- 
miss the Central Election Commis- 
sion and appoint a replacement as 
part of the compromise. 

Four new members have joined 
the CEC. The commission, which 
holds 13, also retains the five who 
refused to sign the now-discredited 
statement announcing Yanukovych 
as the winner. 

The head of that commission, 
Serhiy Kivalov, who has been ac- 
cused of accepting a US$21 million 
bribe to fix the results, was also dis- 
missed. 

Also that day, Ukrainian lawmak- 
ers voted on constitutional reforms 
proposed by Kuchma that are aimed 
at reducing presidential powers and 
transferring some of them to parlia- 
ment. The constitutional changes 
will become effective in 2006, fol- 
lowing the end of the current 
parliament’s mandate. 

Addressing the legislature, 
Verkhovna Rada speaker 
Volodymyr Lytvyn described the 
vote as an “act of consolidation and 
reconciliation that proves that 
Ukraine is united and indivisible.” 

“T believe we can thank the presi- 
dent of Ukraine because today we 

made a mutually appropriate deci- 
sion,” Lytvyn said. 

Kuchma, who attended the parlia- 
mentary session, immediately 


signed the new bills into law. 

Kuchma also said he has accepted 
the resignation of Prosecutor-Gen- 
eral Hennadiy Vasiliev, an opposi- 
tion demand. 

The constitutional amendments 
give parliament expanded powers on 
budgetary issues. They also say that, 
from now on, the country’s prime 
minister, defense minister, and for- 
eign minister will be appointed by 
the legislature upon recommenda- 
tions made by the president. Other 
cabinet ministers, who will be nomi- 
nated by the prime minister, will also 
be appointed by the legislature. 

The opposition, which is confi- 
dent it will win the repeat vote, had 
earlier protested against proposals to 
alter the balance of power between 
the executive and the legislative 
branches. It claimed Kuchma and 
his allies were seeking to weaken the 
president’s powers in anticipation of 
a Yushchenko victory. 

Commenting on the vote, 
Yushchenko declared that the 
Verkhovna Rada had achieved what 
several days ago “few thought was 
possible.” 

Yushchenko called Dec. 8 “the 
day of reaching compromises.” 

“Tf it had not been reached today, 
tomorrow would have been too 
late.” 

As to the constitutional amend- 
ments, Yushchenko stressed that, 
“the bill No.4180 itself has under- 
gone serious changes and there was 
little left from the initial bill.” The 
final draft, thinks Yushchenko, 
“meets the urgent needs.” 

“Our opponents say that nothing 
remained of the original draft but ‘a 
little heap of dust,’ but I agree that 
this was a compromise,” said Vic- 
tor Yushchenko. He also stressed 
that, “the November 21 voting was 
in the centre of everybody’s atten- 
tion and everyone agreed that such 
events must never happen again.” 

Cont. on P. 5 


Christ is Born! 
Веселий народ 
- непоборний 


"Помаранчева революція" як знак 
українського розкріпачення та свідчення 
поразки російських імперських амбіцій 


Віталій Шевченко, спеціальний кореспондент "Українських вістей" 
Коли завершувалося написання цієї статті, в Україні хаотично готу-- 
валося чергове позачергове пленарне засідання Верховної Ради, на яко-- 
му може розглядатися i в спринтерському темпі схвалюватися будь- 
що - зміни до виборчого закону, затвердження нового складу Цент- 
ральної виборчої комісії, поправки до Конституції... В цей же час десь 
відсипалися після тяжкої дискусійної ночі президенти інших країн та 
повноважні представники европейських інституцій, сподіваючись про-- 
вести вдень ще один, але вже успішний раунд переговорів про виходу 
України з політичної кризи. На столичному Майдані Незалежності 
юрмилися біля казанів з юшкою сотні "помаранчевих учасників акції 
протесту. А телебачення транслювало гнівний виступ не то прем'єра, 
не то екс-прем'єра про його готовність іти на черговий тур президент- 
ських виборів і перемагати того, хто чинить державний переворот 1 
начебто дуже грішить перед Богом. Новий керівник виборчої кампанії 
Януковича Тарас Чорновіл, син легендарного витязя української He3a— 
лежности В'ячеслава Чорновола, розвінчує Кучму за зраду Януковича 
і попереджає, що його новий шеф під час продовжених виборчих 
перегонів буде цілеспрямованим і безкомпромісним до ворогів... 

Кілька місяців тому така картина грудневого українського дня зда-- 
валася б абсолютно нереальною. Але все це - дійсність, що вражає і 
захоплює споглядальників українського дійства в усьому світі. Власне, 
багато з того, що говорять 1 роблять головні дійові особи нинішньої 
політичної кризи в Україні, - теж нереальне, але події розвиваються 
надзвичайно швидко, змушуючи переосмислюючи коротку історію 
незалежної України і передбачати завтрашні випробування. 

Нереальними здаються передусім намагання В. Януковича довести 
до успішного завершення свою виборчу кампанію, бо основні політичні 
битви ним уже програно, а люди сотнями тисяч потяглися на Майдан 
Незалежности, щоб назавжди перекреслити нав'язуваний ним стиль 
життя. Зрозуміло, що Янукович ні за яких обставин не міг би по-чес-- 
ному стати Президентом України після того, як він і кримінально- 
олігархічні клани на чолі з Л. Кучмою, які хотіли зробити його 
спадкоємцем престолу, зробили ставку не на свій народ, а на гроші та 
адмінресурс іншої країни. 

Для українців це були вибори Президента, а для Росії і для Януковича 
— теополітичний план закабалення України, який безславно прова- 
лився. 

На відмінностях між Сходом і Заходом України, на різних зовніш-- 
ньополітичних орієнтаціях України (Европейський Союз чи Росія) 
завжди "грали" під час виборів політичні партії та окремі кандидати. 
Але ніколи ще ці аспекти не були настільки визначальними на виборах, 
як зараз. Виборчою кампанією Януковича з самого початку керували 
російські політтехнологи, добре знані в Кремлі. Вони гучно створю-- 
вали в Україні всілякі "російські клюби", паралельні (на противагу 
українським) фальшиві соціологічні служби для спотворення громад- 
ської думки; вони на повну потужність задіяли в українських виборах 
найбільші російські телеканали і друковані видання. Вони дозволили 
російським політикам безцеремонно втручатися у внутрішні справи 
нашої країни. Вони, зрештою, вдалися до безпрецедентної речі - двічі 
привозили для допомоги Януковичу російського президента Путіна і 
влаштовували для них обох кількаденні масові політичні шоу на 
кшталт військового параду. А коли історія з попаданням у Януковича 
курячого яйця перетворилася на суцільне посміховисько, провладний 
кандидат пішов ва-банк, пообіцявши російську мову зробити 
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Акція протесту російських українців 


Валерій Семененко 

5 грудня біля будинку МЗС Росії відбулась акція 
протесту проти втручання у внутрішні справи 
України. Акція організована Об'єднанням українців 
Росії, Об'єднанням «Українці Москви», політичною 
партією «Союз правих сил». Підтримали акцію 
кримсько-татарська 1 грузинська громади Москви. 
Присутні тримали гасла: «Лужков, Жириновский - 
руки прочь от Украийньт», «Украйна сама вьберет 
Президента», «ОРТ -Обман Российского Теле- 
зрителя», «Кучма! Путин! Украйна - не Россия», 
«Демократии - да, сепаратизму - нет!» та ін. Ук- 
раїнські організації, "Союз правих сил?" 3a свідчен-- 
нями їхніх представників виступають передусім за 
чесні, справедливі вибори, проти втручання у внут-- 
рішні справи України. Велика кільхість присутніх 
підтримала опозиційного кандидата Ющенка. 

В МЗС Росії від учасників акції передано вимоги: 

- поважання суверенітету, незалежності і терито-- 
ріальної цілісності України"; 

- припинення підтримки кандидатів та органів 
державної влади України, які дискредитували себе 


масовими фальсифікаціями на виборах Президента 
України; 

- офіційне відмежування від заяв Лужкова та 
інших державних діячів Росії, які виступили на 
підтримку сепаратистських сил в Україні; 

- невтручання силових органів Росії у вирішення 
політичної кризи в Україні. 

В акції взяли участь понад 200 чоловік, переважно 
молодь. Панував піднесений настрій, лунали yKpa— 
їнські пісні (це стає традицією). 

Уже вдруге, як на замовлення, поруч з'явились 
маргінальні представники "Трудової Росії" на чолі з 
Анпіловим з червоними прапорами, насміх 
написаними провокаційними гаслами, в тому числі 
і безграмотною українською мовою. Гасла були 
написані на тему виборів в Україні, помаранчевого 
шабашу (згадайте Лужкова), "навіки разом", "Бог- 
дан - знами". Виникає враження, що хтось настир-- 
ливо хоче провести знак тотожності між російсь- 
кими українцями, представниками демократичних 
сил Росії i бутафорською (але комусь вкрай пот- 
рібною) так званою "Трудовою Росією". 


Оранжевий колір проситься до Білорусі 


Слава Білик 

Білоруси закликали свого президента подумати 
про власне майбутнє і не підтримувати бандитизм в 
Україні. 

2 грудня біля посольства Білорусі в Україні від- 


"бувся мітинг протесту, ініційований громадськими 


організаціями Білорусі та України. Учасники акції 
висловили протест проти дій білоруської влади, яка 
ще до оголошення офіційних результатів прези- 
дентських виборів визнала перемогу Віктора Яну-- 
ковича. 

Учасники акції ухвалили звернення до білоруської 
влади, яке вручили послу Білорусі в Україні. У 
звернення учасники акції зазначають, що дії Лука- 
шенка пояснюються лише залежністю Олександра 
Лукашенка від режиму Москви. "Ми впевнені, що 
український та білоруський народи мають право 
обирати собі владу. Український народ свій вибір 
зробив, тому вже найближчим часом президентом 


України стане Віктор Ющенко," - йдеться в ухвалі. 
Учасники акції порадили Лукашенку дбати про 
власне політичне майбутнє, а не про те, "як підтри-- 
мати бандитизм і московську політику в Україні". 
"Оранжева революція продемонструвала, що 
зміни швидко будуть і в Білорусі, бо їх чекає біло- 
руський народ, який не може миритися з ситуацією, 
що панує зараз в Україні" - зазначили учасники акції 
протесту. Вони висловили незгоду з політикою 
офіційного Мінська, який організовує репресії 
проти громадян, які мають активну громадянську 
позицію, а також зажадали звільнення громадян, 
проти яких порушено кримінальні справи за участь 
у мирних демонстраціях. "Ми протестуємо проти 
інформаційної блокади Білорусі, однобокої і не- 
об'єктивної подачі інформації офіційними біло- 
руськими ЗМІ - як про ситуацію у Білорусі, так і 
про події в Україні, і вимагаємо забезпечення 
свободи слова" - заявляють автори звернення. 


Веселий народ - непоборний 


Прод. із ст. 1 
державною, а українців - особами 
з подвійним громадянством. Фінал 
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цього антиукраїнського політич - 
ного фарсу: коли Януковичу після 
сфальшованого другого туру 
виборів припекло, за його участю 
та з благословення київської влади 
скликали на Донбасі і в Харкові 
з'їзди прихильників утворення 
всіляких автономних республік. 

Зрозуміло, все це є наслідком 
єдиного політичного плану, санк- 
ціонованого в кабінетах прези-- 
дентської адміністрації. Недарма 
ж по українському телебаченню 
безперестанку крутили анонімні 
антиющенківські відеоролики з 
протиставленням різних регіонів 
України, різних релігій, різних 
мов. Так само недарма на складах 
управління справами президент- 
ської адміністрації було знайдено 
мільйони примірників фальшивих 
листівок з символікою В Ющенка, 
де карту Україну було покромсано 
на шматки різного сорту... 

Російська карта, отже, вияви- 
лася основною у виборчих 3Ma— 
ганнях влади з власним народом. 
Може, вона була єдиною картою, 
бо чесним шляхом перемогти 
Ющенка було неможливо. Навіть 
із залученням величезних бюд-- 
жетних та кримінальних коштів та 
із застосуванням всього можли-- 
вого адміністративного ресурсу, 
вдаючись до тиску, залякувань, 
насильства. І команда Кучми- 
Медведчука- Януковича задіяла 
путінську Росію... 

Але навіть у цьому випадку po— 
сійське тяжіння виявилося за- 
слабким. А українська Незалеж- 
ність зуміла витримати це вип- 
робування і змусила людей по- 
вірити, що вона - назавжди. 

Це лише один з важливих ac— 


пектів нинішніх українських 
виборів. А головний, звичайно, в 
тому, що сотні тисяч людей CTpe— 
пенулися й пішли на Майдан захи - 
щати своє право на вільне воле-- 
виявлення. Заявивши тим самим, 
що роки Незалежности не минули 
марно: народжується справжня 
горда українська нація. 

Ще одне спостереження: peBo— 
люція несподівано для правителів, 
політиків, аналітиків спалахнула 
завдяки енергії юного покоління 
українців, які виросли вже в роки 
Незалежности і, подібно до їхніх 
батьків, ще не блокували Верхов-- 
ну Раду та президентську адмініс - 
трацію, не спали в наметах посе- 
редзимової вулиці, не підставляли 
свої плечі під міліцейські кийки. 
Вони знали зі свіжих розповідей, 
що це таке, але самі ще звідали 
такої героїки. Тому вони першими 
повстали, поперев'язувавшись 
помаранчевими стрічками. А 
батьки цього разу пішли за своїми 
дітьми, - пригадавши, як це 
робиться... 

"Помаранчева революція" вра- 
зила всіх тим, що сотні тисяч "ре- 
волюціонерів" день-у-день стояли 
на Майдані не озлоблені, а веселі, 
енергійні, натхненні. За перші два 
тижні масових акцій, на противагу 
протистоянням і побоїщам на 
Донбасі, у Києві не було навіть 
випадкових сутичок. Винятково 
мирний та демократичний дух 
революції! Статистика свідчить, 
що в трьохмільйонному Києві 
(плюс сотні тисяч приїжджих) 
різко зменшилася кількість зло-- 
чинів і правопорушень, побіль- 
шало вільних лікарняних ліжок... 
Веселий і натхненний народ - 
непоборний. 
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Canada to provide 500 election observers 


(UkrNews/Winnipeg Free Press) 
—Foreign Affairs Minister Pierre 
Pettigrew and International Coop- 
eration Minister Aileen Carroll on 
Dec. 6 announced that Canada will 
provide up to 500 election observ- 
ers to support the second Presiden- 
tial runoff elections that will be held 
on Dec. 26 in Ukraine. 

“Last month our delegation of 
observers was actually almost 10 
times what we normally send to ob- 
serve elections. So I’m here this af- 
ternoon with my colleague to an- 
nounce that the Government of 
Canada will be sending as many 
qualified observers as we can up to 
500 through the OSCE. In fact, we 
can already say that it will be the 
largest number of election observ- 
ers in the history of our country,” 
said Pettigrew. 

Canada’s contribution to Ukraine 
also appears to dwarf those of other 
nations as Pettigrew said Britain is 
only planning to send 120 election 
observers while 60 will come from 
the United States. 

“We feel in Canada that we’re 
challenging the international com- 
munity and the OSCE to meet the 
Canadian contribution,” said 
Carroll. “We think it’s imperative 
that we move forward at these num- 
bers to ensure that this election is 
transparent and fair.” 

This initiative is part of the Cana- 
dian contribution to the international 
Organization for Security and Co- 
operation in Europe (OSCE) elec- 
tion observer mission. Funding of up 
to $3.5-million will be provided by 
the Canadian International Develop- 
ment Agency (CIDA). 

Canadians who are interested in 
applying to be part of the delegation 
should do so through CANADEM’s 
Web site at <www.canadem.ca>. 

The Ukrainian Canadian Con- 
gress immediately responded to the 
announcement. 

“On behalf of the Ukrainian Ca- 
nadian community, I would like to 
extend our most sincere appreciation 
to The Right Honourable Prime 
Minister Paul Martin, to The 
Honourable Pierre Pettigrew, to The 
Honourable M. Aileen Carroll and 
to MPs from all parties, for their for 
their continuous efforts in bringing 
this project to fruition. The partner- 


ship between the Ukrainian Cana- 
dian Congress and the Federal Соу- 
ernment in sending the largest ob- 
server mission monitoring the vote 
strengthens Canada’s position as a 
leader in the global pursuit of free- 
dom of choice,” said Irene (Orysia) 
Sushko, President of UCC National. 

“Canada has now set the highest 
profile for other countries in the free 
world to follow in helping Ukraine 
in its continuation of democratiza- 
tion and has demonstrated its will- 
ingness to share the democracy that 
each Canadian citizen experiences 
every day. It is only through such 
efforts that true democracy will 
withstand the test of time,” she 
added. 

Etobicoke Centre Liberal MP 
Borys Wrzesnewskyj welcomed the 
announcement calling it “unprec- 
edented in terms of the number of 
people being sent and the dedication 
of resources”. 

“Today’s announcement brings 
substance to the term ‘special rela- 
tionship’ that binds Canada and 
Ukraine. This ‘special relationship’ 
is a consequence of the Ukrainians 
being one of Canada’s founding 
peoples on Canada’s Prairies, that 
there are over 1.1 million Ukrainian 
Canadians, that Canada has ben- 
efited greatly from the four waves 
of Ukrainian immigration, and that 
there are hundreds of thousands of 
family and human ties between our 
two countries,” he added. 

Winnipeg NDP MP Judy 
Wasylycia-Leis, who just returned 
from monitoring the crisis in 
Ukraine, also welcomed the 
government’s announcement. 

“It is much better than original 
promise of 79,” she said. 

“The 500 observers is nothing to 
sneeze at and it is in the area of a 
reasonable proposition by the gov- 
ernment of Canada.” 

Wasylycia-Leis said she still 
would like to see Elections Canada 
offer its expertise to Ukraine, espe- 
cially in the area of absentee and 
mobile ballots. 

But Conservative MP Peter 
Goldring, who also just returned 
from Ukraine, said the federal 
government’s announcement was 
far too little. 

“Hundreds of thousands continue 


Unanimous Commons 
motion turns up the heat 


(UkrNews)—For the second time in less than a month Canada’s House 
of Commons sent a stern warning to Ukrainian authorities. 


Introduced by Etobicoke Centre Liberal MP Borys Wrzesnewskyj, who 
also spearheaded the unanimously accepted Motion of Oct. 26, the Nov. 
25 Motion underscored that "а concerted, systemic and massive fraud has 
been committed by the current regime and the Central Electoral Commis- 
sion of Ukraine against the will of the people of Ukraine; the electoral 
commission does not have a legitimate basis for declaring Mr. Yanukovych 
the winner of the presidential election; and, in the event that President 
Kuchma and the Government of Ukraine do not ensure that the demo- 
cratic will of the Ukrainian people is respected, the Government of Canada 
shall consider the introduction of appropriate and effective measures, mind- 
ful of the impact on the people of Ukraine and will seek the cooperation 
on such measures with the international community.” 

This second Motion followed on the footsteps ої Wrzesnewskyj’s re- 
quest for an emergency debate which after being granted took place in the 
House of Commons on Nov. 24 from 6:30 p.m. to 11:15 p.m., with the 
purpose of “discussing a specific and important matter.requiring urgent 
consideration, namely the rapidly deteriorating situation in Ukraine as a 
result of an attempt at coup d’etat by the present administration and its 
impact on our domestic and foreign policies.” у 

The organizer and leader ої two Canadian Parliamentary Election Мопі- 
toring Delegations, Wrzesnewskyj witnessed first hand the abuse and fraud 
that took place in the election and outlined them in his remarks during the 

emergency debate: 

“What I saw in the second round was exponentially worse than what 
took place in the first round. There are hundreds of documented cases of 
electoral fraud, abuse and intimidation. I would categorize what we saw 
into six broad areas: intimidation and bribery; falsification of lists; falsifi- 
cation of ballots and ballot boxes; deprivation of rights of observers; the 
lack of a free press; and outside interference by Russia and its President.” 


to stand in the streets of Kyiv, wait- 
ing to have an honest vote,” 
Goldring told the Commons. 

“The Ukrainian Canadian Con- 
gress is calling for an absolute mini- 
mum of 1,500 monitors from 
Canada. The Liberals have offered 
little but threats of sanctions. 
Ukraine needs solutions, not Cana- 
dian sanctions. Will the prime min- 
ister commit to appoint an unbiased 
parliamentarian for Ukraine with the 
resources to send sufficient Cana- 
dian monitors for the very crucial 
election on December 26?” 

Canada’s election observers will 
receive two-days training before 
heading off to Ukraine. 

UCC Executive Director Ostap 
Skrypnyk told Ukrainian News the 
office has been “swamped” with re- 
quests from people who wish to 
serve as monitors. 

UCC National Treasurer Roman 
Yereniuk, told the Free Press he es- 
timated there would probably be 
about 100 Manitobans picked by the 
federal government as electoral ob- 
servers to go to Ukraine. 

Yereniuk said the congress has 
launched a fundraising drive in 
hopes of paying for a minimum of 
another 500 observers. 

Donations can be sent to the 
Canada Ukraine Foundation, c/o 
UCC Democratic Ukraine Appeal, 
456 Main St., Winnipeg, MB, R3B 
1B6, or the donation can be wired 
to the North Winnipeg Credit Union 
Lid., 310 Leila Ave., Winnipeg, MB, 
R2V 1L8, to account number 
1050264, route number 61077, and 
transit number 879. 

In Edmonton an “Orange Day” 
will be held Dec. 15 at the Chateau 
Louis Hotel to raise money for the 
monitoring project. It starts with a 7 
a.m. continental breakfast and talks 
by people who have served as elec- 
tion monitors, and ends with a $250- 
per-plate banquet which organizers 
hope will raise $75,000. 
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Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies 
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donation to support our work, please contact: 


Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies 


Edmonton, AB T6G 2E8, Canada 
Tel: (780) 492-2972; Fax: (780) 492-4967; 


450 Athabasca Hall, University of Alberta 


Tel: (780) 492-2972; Fax: (780) 492-4967 


MAY THE PEACE AND JOY OF THE SEASON BE 
WITH YOU THROUGHOUT THE COMING YEAR 


David Kilgour, MP 


Edmonton Mill Woods Beaumont 


Constituency Office: 216, 3017-66 street 
T6K 4B2 Phone: 495-2149 Fax: 495-2147 


www.david-kilgour.com 


Stmas 


Extend your holiday season by joining us for 
Ukrainian Christmas Eve in the beautiful surroundings 
of the Grand Ballroom & Solarium of the 

Chateau Louis Conference Centre 


Ukrainian Christmas Eve Buffet 
Thursday, January 6, 2005 


Entertainment by the 
St. Nicholas Mandolin Ensemble 
Christmas Carollers 


For reservations or information, call: 


453.6504 


11727 Kingsway, Edmonton, AB T5G 3A1 
780.452.7770 chateaulouis.com 


ХРИСТОС РАЖДАЄ ТЬСЯ! 
СЛАВІТЕ ЙОГО! 
Віншуємо Вас Святим Різдвом та Новим 
Роком, щастям здоров'ям та добром! 
eee 
Wishing you good fortune, health and joy 

in this festive season! 


From the Director and 
KI YC Staff at the Canadian 
CIUS 


Institute of Ukrainian 


Від директора ma 
співробітників 
Канадського інституту 
українських студій 


Studies 


e-mail: cius@ualberta.ca; http://www.cius.ca 
Donations to CIUS are tax-deductible. 
Tax receipts will be issued for gifts over $10.00. 


Pre-publication Offer 


The most authoritative history of Ukraine 


History of Ukraine-Rus’ 


VOLUME NINE, BOOK 1 
The Cossack Age, 1650-1653 
by Mykhailo Hrushevsky 


No period in Bohdan Khmelnytsky’s rule was as rich in interna- 
tional and dynastic plans as the years 1650 to 1653. This turbulent 
and dramatic phase of Ukraine’s history is covered in volume 9, 
book 1 of Mykhailo Hrushevsky’s History of Ukraine-Rus’, to be 
published by CIUS Press in early 2005. 


Until 31 January 2005 CIUS Press offers a special pre-publication sale of 
volume 9, book 1 of the History at the reduced price of only $80 (plus taxes 
and shipping). Subsequently, the regular price of this volume will be $119.95. 
Outside Canada, prices are in US$. 


Orders can be placed: online by credit card via a secure Internet connection 
at www.utoronto.ca/cius; by e-mail (cius@ualberta.ca); by telephone (780- 
492-2973) or fax (780-492-4967), or by writing to: CIUS Press, 450 
Athabasca Hall, University of Alberta, Edmonton, AB, Canada T6G 2E8. 


Хай Зірка Різдвяна 
На небі не гасне, 
Хай рік буде славним, 
Хай родиться рясно! 


Радісного Різдва та 
Щасливого Нового Року 
бажає 
Едмонтонський Хор Дніпро 


Мистецький директор - Марія Дитиняк 
Голова - Люба Федущак 


Веселих Свят 
Різдва 


Христового 
та 
Щасливого 


Нового Року 


Gacrengitre стОли.,. 


Українському народові в Діяспорі та Україні, українським 
Церквам, церковним, громадським і політичним 
організаціям та нашому членству і прихильникам 

| бажають 
Організації Українського Державницького Фронту при 
Домі Української Молоді в Едмонтоні 


UKRAINIAN AIRLINES 


_ до Вашого турагента 


Сергій Гармаш, Радіо Свобода 
Донецьк, 3 грудня 2004 - Curya— 
ція в Донецьку протягом тижня 
двічі мінялась кардинально. Спо- 
чатку звучали заклики і прийма-- 
лись рішення щодо автономії 
Донбасу, а потім влада відкидала 
всі звинувачення у сепаратизмі. 

26 листопада в Донецьку відбу-- 
лись збори представників депута - 
тів всіх рівнів місцевого самовря-- 
дування, трудових колективів, 
громадських організацій 1 так далі, 
які спочатку анонсувались як 
сесія облради. Головував на цих 
зборах керівник обласної адмініс- 
трації Анатолій Близнюк. В резо- 
люції зборів, ухваленій її учасни-- 
ками та поширеній прес-службою 
обладміністрації містились 30K— 
рема такі пункти. Цитую: "обго- 
ворити на мітингах і в трудових 
колективах питання про прове- 
дення референдуму про автоно- 
мію регіонів, які проголосували за 
В. Ф. Януковича 

І ще один: "звернутись до меш- 
канців регіонів південного сходу 
України із закликом підтримати 
нашу позицію і провести на своїй 
території референдуми". 

Вже наступного дня в Донецьку 
відбувся 70-тисячний мітинг в 
резолюції якого міститься заклик 
до депутатів обласної ради, цитую: 
"якщо державний переворот в 
Україні стане реальністю, термі- 
ново ухвалити рішення про прове- 


Чернівці, Ужгород, Москву, 
Баку, Тель-Авів, Софію, Делі. 


1-416-961-KYIV 


або звертайтесь || 


Найкращі літаки. Найкращі ціни. Прямі рейси. 
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дення референдуму про проголо- 
шення автономії Донбасу". На 
трибуні мітингу все керівництво 
області та Донецька. 

Потім Северодонецьк, де голова 
Донецької облради Борис Колес- 
ников запропонував створити 
Південно-східну автономну рес- 
публіку. В той же вечір Донецька 
облрада приймає рішення, яким 
створює облвиконкоми та інші 
структури влади, паралельні тим 
які керуються з Києва. Також де- 
путати призначають вже на 5 
грудня (тобто через шість днів) 
референдум про, "змінення в Кон- 
ституції України про Федератив- 
ний устрій в Україні та надання 
Донецькій області статуса самос- 
тійної республіки у складі федерації." 

Але: "Користуючись нагодою я 
хочу сказати про те, що через нев- 
далий переклад, або в повідом- 
лення агентств вкралась прикра 
помилка, я хочу відкинути всі 
звинувачення в сепаратизмі/. 

Таку заяву зробив минулої се- 
реди голова обласної ради Борис 
Колесников. Днем раніше, глава 
адміністрації області Анатолій 
Близнюк, повернувшись із зус- 
трічі з президентом Кучмою, зая- 
вив що, "Ніхто ніколи про авто- 
номію 1 відокремлення від України 
не говорив". Він же заявив про не- 
законність створення облвикон- 
комів та рішення про призначення 
референдуму у такі пожежні 
терміни. “3a законом, референдум 
проводиться після ухвалення 
рішення не раніше ніж через 
місяць і не пізніше ніж через два 
місяці" - сказав губернатор. 

1 грудня чергова позачергова 
сесія облради (третя за тиждень) 


Сепаратизм в Донецьку 


скасовує рішення які є незакон- 
ними але призначає обласний 
консультативний референдум про 
надання Донеччині статуса 
самостійного суб'єкта федерації 
на 9 січня. На Пресс-конференції 
після сесії голова облради Борис 
Колесников заявив про намір 
ініціювати проведення всеукраїн- 
ського референдуму щодо феде- 
ративного устрою України і відвів 
на шлях для правової реалізації 
цієї ідеї 6-7 місяців. 

Весь цей час, починаючи з 26 
листопада донецькі ЗМІ розгор- 
тають істерію щодо того, що не 
поважається вибір Донбасу, Дон- 
бас годує всю країну і так далі. 
ТРК "Україна? яка належить 
Рінату Ахметову починає мара- 
фон, в якому виступають виключ- 
но прибічники Януковича і від 
імені Донбасу педалюють ці теми. 
Будь хто, хто дивився цей теле- 
канал, який транслюється на всю 
Україну, міг подумати що меш- 
канці регіону ледь не озброю- 
ються і всі хочуть в Росію. Втім 
ситуація на вулицях була досить 
спокійною. Сепаратистські нас- 
трої панували перед усім в натовпі 
на мітингах та у молоді. Люди які 
пам'ятають важкі процеси по- 
чатку дев'яностих, або такі які 
просто знають ціну нестабіль- 
ності, відчували не ейфорію, а 
занепокоєння. Тому задній хід, 
який дали керівники Донецької 
області та інших східних областей 
сприймається з полегшенням. А 
щоденні мітинги на підтримку 
Віктора Федоровича, організовані 
міською владою, перетворились у 
звичайну формальність. 


У Дніпропетровську засудили 
сепаратистські заяви 


Михайло Снігур, Радіо Свобода 

1 грудня на позачерговій сесії Дніпропетровської міської ради 
депутатами ухвалене звернення до Верховної Ради України, президента 
України і жителів Дніпропетровська. У зверненні висловлена 
стурбованість наростанням протистояння політичних сил в Україні, 
внаслідок якого у фінансово-економічній системі України проявилися 
негативні тенденції. Президента України та Верховну Раду закликано 
до вжиття негайних заходів щодо припинення намагань деяких органів 
виконавчої влади і місцевого самоврядування ухвалювати рішення, у 
тому числі, політичні, що порушують Конституцію України і 
знаходяться поза межами їхньої компетенції. Депутати міськради 
вважають неприпустимими будь-які дії, спрямовані на зміни адмініс-- 
тративно-територіального устрою України. Депутати звернулися до 
міської прокуратури з пропозицією дослідити і дати оцінку фактам 
порушень Закону про вибори президента та адміністративного тиску 
на виборців. Жителі міста закликані до збереження миру i спокою та 
поваги до права кожного висловлювати свою думку і політичні 
уподобання законним шляхом. 

Подібні заяви ухвалені Кіровською і Жовтневою районними радами 
Дніпропетровська. У заяві Жовтневої районної ради, зокрема, конста-- 
-товано, що територія України 1 її кордони є недоторканними, засуд-- 
жені заклики посадових осіб у Сіверському Донецьку, що ведуть до 
розділу України. Депутати районної ради звернулися до ректорів 
Вищих навчальних закладів з закликом не переслідувати студентів за 
участь у політичних заходах. 

Відбулася і позачергова сесія обласної ради. На сесії виступили 
голова обласної державної адміністрації Володимир Яцуба і голова 
обласної ради Галина Булавка. Депутатам ради чи запрошеним особам, 
котрі записалися на виступи, слово надане не було. І Галина Булавка і 
Володимир Яцуба брали участь у форумі депутатів усіх рівнів, 
проведеному у Сіверському Донецьку, і знаходилися у президії форуму. 
Галина Булавка з трибуни зачитувала прикінцеві документи форуму. 
Перед тим у Дніпропетровську був проведений місцевий форум 
депутатів усіх рівнів з невизначеними і малозмістовними прикінцевими 
документами і збори депутатів обласної ради, на яких Галина Булавка 
повідомила, що Володимир Яцуба пропонував обрати себе головою 
обласної ради і утворити спільний виконавчий орган обласної ради 1 
обласної адміністрації. Вочевидь, перші особи у керівництві Дніпро-- 
петровської області вичікували на який бік пристати або виконували 
вказівки з київських владних кіл 1 зрозумівши, куди хиляться шальки 
політичних терезів, спочатку зробили особисті заяви про неприйнят-- 
ність сепаратизму та скликали сесію облради, яка виглядала як їхній 
персональний бенефіс. У короткому рішенні, ухваленому сесією, заяв-- 
лено, що головним у діяльності органів місцевого самоврядування на 
Дніпропетровщині слід вважати збереження суверенітету і територі - 
альної цілісності України та недопущення протиправних дій, які MO— 
жуть призвести до негативних наслідків у соціально-економічній ситуації. 
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Who poisoned Yushchenko? 


Doctors at Austrian clinic confirm there was a plot to kill him 


By Jeremy Page, TimesOnLine, Dec. 8, 2004 

Medical experts have confirmed that Viktor 
Yushchenko, Ukraine’s opposition leader, was poisoned 
in an attempt on his life during election campaigning, 
the doctor who supervised his treatment at an Austrian 
clinic said yesterday (Dec. 7). 

Doctors at Vienna’s exclusive Rudolfinerhaus clinic 
are within days of identifying the substance that left 
Yushchenko’s face disfigured with cysts and lesions, 
Nikolai Korpan told The Times in a telephone inter- 
view. 

Specialists in Britain, the United States and France 
had helped to establish that it was a biological agent, a 
chemical agent or, most likely, a rare poison that struck 
him down in the run-up to the presidential election, he 
said. Doctors needed to examine Yushchenko again at 
the clinic in Vienna to confirm their diagnosis but were 
in no doubt that the substance was administered delib- 
erately, he said. 

“This is no longer a question for discussion,” Dr 
Korpan said. “We are now sure that we can confirm 
which substance caused this illness. He received this 
substance from other people who had a specific aim.” 

Asked if the aim had been to kill him, Dr Korpan 
said: “Yes, of course.” 

Proof that Yushchenko was deliberately poisoned 
would be a devastating blow for his rival, the Prime 
Minister, Viktor Yanukovych, as the two candidates pre- 
pare for a repeat of a presidential run-off on Dec. 26. 

It would raise questions about whether the poison- 
ing was ordered by Yanukovych, his allies, or even the 
Kremlin, which fears that Yushchenko will take Ukraine 
out of its sphere of influence by joining Nato and the 
EU. 

Yushchenko had said recently that he would soon 
reveal proof that his opponents had tried to assassinate 
him, but a spokeswoman said he had no plans to travel 
to Vienna. 

Yushchenko fell ill on Sept. 6 and was rushed to 
Rudolfinerhaus four days later with severe abdominal 
pain and lesions on his face and trunk. His liver, pan- 
creas and intestines were swollen and his digestive tract 
covered in ulcers, but doctors could not explain the 
symptoms. Against their advice he went back on the 
campaign trail after a week, but returned to the clinic 
two weeks later with back pain. 

Again he returned to campaigning, with his face half 
paralysed and a catheter inserted in his back so that 
doctors — still baffled — could inject painkillers into 


Rada vote clears path 
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his spinal column. 

Rudolfinerhaus doctors had previously said that they 
did not have medical evidence to back up or rule out 
deliberate poisoning. 

Yanukovych’s supporters ridiculed the opposition, 
saying the illness was probably caused by bad sushi, 
too much cognac or a severe case of herpes. A parlia- 
mentary investigation found no evidence of poisoning. 

But Dr Korpan said that toxicologists and other ex- 
perts at laboratories in Britain, the US and France had 
since examined Yushchenko’s blood samples and medi- 
cal records. “We will reveal the results in the near fu- 
ture and confirm the cause of this mysterious illness,” 
he said. “We need to check him again here in Vienna. 
If we received him today, we could finish the whole 
investigation in two or three days.” 

He declined to say exactly what the substance might 
have been, or where it might have come from. “Maybe 
it was administered through injection, maybe in water, 
maybe through eating, but the way to give it to him is 
very simple. This substance can be given very precisely 
— to only one person,” he said. 

John Henry, a prominent British toxicologist, has sug- 
gested that Yushchenko’s symptoms were consistent 
with dioxin poisoning, which causes a severe form of 
acne called chloracne. Doctors at Rudolfinerhaus did 
not initially test Yushchenko for dioxin, in part because 
his skin changes were not as severe as they are now. 
He also refused a biopsy of his face because he did not 
want to campaign with stitches. Other doctors have sug- 
gested that Yushchenko may have been struck down 
by a rare illness. 

Dr Korpan said that Yushchenko should be able to 
make a full recovery but needed to get back to the clinic. 
“We are waiting to check him as soon as possible and 
then we can say what he needs.” 

He said Yushchenko was no longer having injections, 
but was taking a combination of vitamins and medi- 
cine to boost his immune system. 

The offices of Leonid Kuchma, the outgoing Presi- 
dent, and Yanukovych did not comment on Dr Korpan’s 
disclosure. 

But Viktor Pinchuk, Kuchma’s billionaire son-in-law, 
said in a recent interview he did not believe that there 
was evidence that Yushchenko was poisoned. 

“T believe he is sure it was poisoning. He’s not a liar. 
But some people from his camp created this provoca- 
tion against him, his image, the government and the 
country,” he said. 


May the Spirit of Christmas bring you Peace and 
Happiness now and throughout the New Year. 


According to Yushchenko, the 
current government, the Prosecutor 
General, and the heads of the re- 
gional administrations in which 
election fraud had been committed 
and that called for separatism must 
be dismissed. “They must be held 
accountable for their actions,” 
stressed Yushchenko. He was also 
sure that changing the CEC and 
amending the law “On the presiden- 
tial election” “allows to say that 
November 21 will not be repeated.” 

Yushchenko forecast that the de- 
cision “cleared the way for a con- 
vincing victory on December 26 in 
18-20 regions of Ukraine and made 
it possible to talk about a more eq- 
uitable choice in the others.” 

Yushchenko also noted that elec- 
tion commissions in the previous 
rounds were formed “with a 6:1 ad- 
vantage in favor of Yanukovych. 


Interpol lifts warrant on Tymoshenko 


(RFE/RL)—Interpol has reportedly asked Russian prosecutors for addi- 
tional information on the fraud case against senior Ukrainian opposition 
politician Yuliya Tymoshenko even as that international police organiza- 
tion has removed a warrant for her arrest from its official website, Rus- 
sian and international media reported Dec. 8. Tymoshenko, 44, has played 
a prominent role in the ongoing dispute over Ukraine’s fraudulent presi- 
dential election on Nov. 21 and is widely regarded as a possible senior 
appointee if the opposition eventually wrests control of government. A 
former chief of the Unified Energy Systems of Ukraine gas company, 
Tymoshenko later became deputy prime minister in a Yushchenko cabi- 
net and was responsible for energy reforms before being accused of tax 
evasion. She was jailed for six weeks during the official investigation and 
joined the political opposition to Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma 
after her release. Russia issued a warrant for Tymoshenko’s arrest on sus- 
picion of fraud in connection with allegations that she bribed high-rank- 


ing Russian military officials. 


Now the arrangement ought to be 
fifty-fifty.’ The presidential candi- 
date maintained that members of 
commissions and observers would 
come “from among our supporters, 
from those who have been in 
Maidan. This is significant ideologi- 
cal reinforcement.” 

Yushchenko is convinced that he 
will be able to find understanding 
with the people of the southeastern 
regions of Ukraine, to explain his 
political position to them and to de- 
stroy any of the remaining myths 
about him. 

Commenting on the issue of sepa- 
ratism, pushed by some officials 
until recently, the presidential con- 
tender noted: "То me, as a citizen, 
the Severodonetsk congress is a dis- 
grace. That was a wretched nag of 
separatism some politicos wanted to 
use,” he said, adding that the issue 
has already lost its urgency. 
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It’s not over yet 


The Verkhovna Rada’s Dec. 8 vote has finally cleared the way for what 
should be a fair and honest election on Dec. 26, but let’s not hold out 
breath. 

Even more important, let’s not let down our vigilance. 

If anything, the whole discredited election process in Ukraine and the 
desperate political wrangling that occurred in between the Dec. 3 decision 
of the Supreme Court of Ukraine-and the Dec. 8 vote of the Supreme 
Council, show to what lengths the criminal gang led by Don Leonid 
Kuchma are prepared to go to maintain their illegitimate hold on power. 

Right towards the end, the Godfather refused to sign any agreement 
that would reform the electoral process, unless it was accompanied by 
immediate constitutional changes that would strip the President of his 
powers and hand them over to the legislature. 

Where in the world does one rush through constitutional changes under 
the barrel of a gun — except in dictatorships? 

The reason for the Capo de Tutti Capos’ reticence was glaringly obvi- 
ous. He sought to maintain power through the backdoor — mainly through 
control of a Rada, that itself, was elected under dubious circumstances. 

Let us not forget that even though the massive scale of the Nov. 21 
electoral fraud overshadowed all previous frauds, close to half of the cur- 
rent members of Ukraine’s parliament were elected fraudulently as well. 

Before any constitutional reform is implemented, Ukraine needs a new 
Verkhovna Rada — one that’s elected fairly and honestly. 

Certainly there is a need for constitutional reform. // Padrone’s ten-year 
reign of terror has very effectively demonstrated how too much power 
vested in the executive branch of the government can lead to the gross 
abuse of this power. 

But these changes have to be put in place by the legitimately-elected 
representatives of the people — not members of the extended Soprano 
Family. 

In the meantime, our attention must be directed at the Dec. 26 runoff 
rerun and ensuring that — this time around — the gross abuses of Nov. 21 
are not repeated. 

Here we must commend the Government of Canada for its decision to 
provide an unprecedented 500 election observers for Dec. 26. This serves 
as an example for other countries — in particular the United States and 
the members of the European Union — to follow. 

However, some of the stringent rules placed on official observers by the 
OSCE should be relaxed — for example OSCE observers can’t take pic- 
tures or copies of protocols. Parliamentarians such as Edmonton East MP 
Peter Goldring are exempt from these restrictions — which is precisely 
how Goldring was able to take pictorial evidence of vote fraud. The same 
should apply to all observers. 

Nevertheless, we should look forward to Dec. 26 with optimism — if 
only for the massive demonstration of popular will and discipline that 
motivated the Orange Revolution — an event which will probably go down 
in Ukraine’s history as its most pivotal. 

December 1991 gave Ukraine a formal independence. But it proved to 
be a mere a change of colours for the ruling Communist Party 
nomenklatura. To them an independent Ukraine represented not the ful- 
fillment of a vision, but merely the establishment of a sovereign piece of 
real estate they could plunder to their heart’s desire without having to 
share the booty with Big Brother in Moscow. 

But December 2004 will most likely go down in history as the realiza- 
tion of that vision — the vision of a truly free Ukraine! 
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The quiet revolutionaries 


By Chrystia Freeland, Weekend Magazine, 
The Financial Times, London, UK, Fri, Dec 3, 2004 

When I was growing up in a close-knit Ukrainian 
emigre family on the Canadian prairies, one of my En- 
glish Canadian father’s most famous jokes was to bang 
on the door of my sleeping Uncle Bohdan’s bedroom, 
shouting: “Wake up, wake up, there is a revolution on 
the streets of Kyiv!” Notoriously hard to rouse, Bohdan 
would charge out of bed and race to the radio. 

The joke, of course, was on him, and on all of us in 
the post-second world war Ukrainian Diaspora. When 
Bohdan’s parents, my grandparents, fled Ukraine, one 
step ahead of the Red Army, the only thing they were 
able to take with them was their dream of national in- 
dependence. As they dragged themselves and their chil- 
dren from German displaced-persons camps into the 
comfortable North American middle class, it was that 
dream that shaped their existence. 

But by the late 1970s, in the eyes of their Anglo 
son-in-law and of most of the western world, it seemed 
as quaint a notion as my grandfather’s old-world hand- 
kissing. The USSR looked immutable As for Ukraine, 
well, as Margaret Thatcher put it on a visit to Soviet 
Kyiv, it was no more a separate entity than the state of 
California. 

As it happened, my grandparents were right. In 1991, 
as the tectonic plates of Soviet communism grinded 
and shifted, Ukraine seized the opportunity to become 
a separate state. To almost everyone apart from the 
Ukrainians, it was a total shock. What the world had 
missed was a covert tradition of dissent. On my trips 
to Ukraine, I had glimpsed only flickers of this. In 
1980, my great-aunt Maria, a nun in the underground 
Catholic Church, told us how, as a teenage novice, she 
had withstood interrogation after the Soviet take-over: 
“T told the KGB officer, “You can do anything to me. 
because I know that if you kill me, tomorrow I will be 
in heaven, and опе day you will be in hell.’” 

In 1988, when I studied for a year at the University 
of Kyiv, I was at first ignored by my classmates. As a 
westerner who spoke English and Ukrainian but not 
Russian, I was odd and therefore dangerous. Then, one 
afternoon, a young man, Mykola, approached me with 
a whispered request: did I know the words to the Ukrai- 

nian national anthem? The verses were illegal, and my 
handwritten rendering was passed around in a sort of 
junior samizdat. 

In 1991, as Russian reform and Eastern European 


revolution exposéd the rottenness of Soviet commu- 
nism, this current of dissent burst into the open. The 
Ukrainian opposition wanted to shake off 300 years of 
Russian rule to found an independent state, and to shake 
off 70 years of communist rule to establish a demo- 
cratic state. It didn’t have the strength to achieve both. 

Russia had repressed those who chose to be Ukrai- 
nian, but it had rewarded many who chose to be Rus- 
sian, or later Soviet. To secure independence, the op- 
position had to offer the Ukrainian Soviet establish- 
ment even stronger incentives to break away. And so 
it offered them their own state — even those who had 
spent a lifetime repressing nationalist dissidents were 
quick to appreciate that Ukraine was rich enough to 
be worth ruling in its own right. 

This Faustian bargain both transformed Ukraine ut- 
terly, and left it tragically unchanged. It created the 
most enduring independent Ukrainian state of modern 
times, but it left the Soviet-era elite intact. The result 
was a corrupt regime that was slow to reform the 
economy and increasingly intolerant of political dis- 
sent. The November ballot was to have entrenched its 
power. Instead, 2004 has become the year that Ukraine 
seeks to finish the revolution it began in 1991. The 
opposition is gambling that the issue of Ukrainian state- 
hood is now more or less resolved. It has moved the 
fight on to what form that state should take: demo- 
cratic or authoritarian. 

The emblems of the struggle tell the story of the 

political shift. Once the symbols of protest, Ukraine’s 
national symbols — the anthem, the blue and yellow 
flag, the trident — have become emblems of the exist- 
ing state. Today the opposition wears orange. Almost 
overnight, it has become the colour not just of protest, 
but of a deeply hopeful people’s solidarity which is 
touching every human interaction in Ukraine’s trans- 
formed capital city. A few days ago my mother flew to 
London from Kyiv. Her normally unadorned finger- 
nails were painted orange and her suitcases were fes- 
tooned with orange ribbons. Her luggage was also se- 
riously overweight, the sort of thing Ukrainian ticket 
agents are sticklers about. This time though, the lady 
took one look at all that orange, flashed her own rib- 
bon, and let my mother through. 
Chrystia Freeland is deputy editor of the Financial 
Times, and a correspondent for Ukrainian News. Her 
grandfather, Mychailo Chomiak, was a former editor 
of Ukrainian News. 


Long Live Ukraine (Slava Ukrayini) 


Perspectives of a Muscovite in Kyiv 
By Valeriy Panyushkin, 

Special Correspondent, Kommersant (Moscow), Posted 
on Gazeta.ru, Nov. 26, 2004,[Translated by Lisa 
Koriouchkina for The Ukraine List (UKL)] 

Iam in Kyiv. I saw people rejoicing. I saw a city square 
full of people wearing orange scarves and jackets. One 
cannot glance over a sea of people . I saw cars honking 
in rhythm with the slogan “Yushchenko! Yushchenko!” 
It is happening not only downtown but also on any street 
of the city. And it happens not only to encourage one’s 
supporters but to express one’s joy as well. 

There are people on top of cars waving flags and 
shouting. My feelings of joy of revolution were mixed 
with jealousy over the fact that I would never see any- 
thing like that happening in Moscow. And I prayed to 
God that I would live a little longer to see something 
similar to what is happening in Kyiv take place in 
Moscow. 

Exuberant city. Peaceful, smiling, kind, united 
people. But most importantly — they are free. Free! 
Free! I experienced jealousy and pride for the fact that 
I am standing among these free and peaceful people. 
And these people were not forcing me out despite the 
fact that I came from Russia, a country whose minister 
of Foreign affairs is low enough to make an official 
statement about NATO’s geopolitical claims to Ukraine. 

Listen, you, minister, come here, to Kyiv. Go to 
Maidan and despite any orders from Kremlin, you 
would not be able to utter a word about NATO’s geo- 
political claims. There are many more of these people 
- young men and women, children and elders, - than a 
Minister or a President of Russia could ever imagine 
in their wildest dreams when they think about a cat- 
egory “people”. They might be fragile in body, but they 
are strong in spirit. And do not deceive me that there 
are no Russian troops in Ukraine. They are here. But if 
even one of them ever makes a single shot, as a citizen 
of Russia I could never clear myself from shame and 
will never be pardoned for this sin. 

Yes, I realize that my statements are full of pathos. 
And pathos is not used in Russian journalism. But you 
should understand me because I am in the heart of a 
revolution while you are stuck in boring Moscow of- 
fices. Come here, go to Maidan — and you will under- 


stand me. 

For the last five days every meeting at Maidan be- 
gins with a prayer. And they sincerely pray to God to 
grant them freedom. This is a revolution that neither 
Vladimir Putin nor Viktor Yushchenko can stop. Only 
God can. 

Vladimir Putin can spill blood here. He can spill a 
lot of blood. But before giving an order about military 
actions, a president of Russia should have come to Kyiv, 
to Maidan and breathe in this air. It is stronger than any 
army. One could send even the most cynical bastard 
from Presidential Administration to Kyiv and he would 
return wearing an orange scarf. 

With his genuine soft-heartedness and inclination to- 
wards compromise, Viktor Yushchenko could consent 
to negotiate with Leonid Kuchma or a Russian repre- 
sentatives. However, Maidan will not accept negotia- 
tions. People will not leave Maidan until and unless 
Viktor Yushchenko is pronounced President of Ukraine. 
The fact of the matter is that it is not about Yushchenko. 
It is about freedom. ; 

No, I very well understand that politicians in Mos- 
cow cannot comprehend how the whole people could 
be drawn to the city square not due to the PR technolo- 
gies but to defend their freedom. But do come to Kiev, 
go to Maidan and you will believe it. 

I have not been happier in my entire life. I have not 
experienced greater love than the feeling I experience 
towards every single person I meet on Kreshchatik. 

God damn it, how can I make the officials in Russia 
believe that they cannot win here in Kyiv but can only 
cover themselves with shame? How can I make them be- 
lieve that freedom does indeed exist if they believe TV 
anchor Mikhail Leontiev’s lies whom they paid to lie in 
the first place? There is no way I can make the officials 
in Russia believe that freedom exists. But come to Kyiv, 
go to Maidan before Manezh Square turns into Maidan. 

I understand that my enthusiastic words are not in 
line with Russian journalistic style, but you should try 
to understand me. I stopped by the hotel to write this 
column while the city is rejoicing behind the windows 
of my hotel. I am sitting in the hotel room scared that 
some bastard in Moscow gives an order to shoot. 

But I will finish this article, go back to Maidan and 
will stop being afraid. бю 
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Yanukovychgate unfolds after elections | 


By Taras Kuzio 

(Jamestown Foundation)—The first year of Leonid 
Kuchma’s second term as president of Ukraine was 
marked by a scandal that eventually became known as 
Kuchmagate. The affair was triggered by the release 
of secret tape recordings made in his office by a secu- 
rity guard. Two years later another scandal emerged; 
“Kolchuga-gate” concerned Kuchma’s authorization 
of the sale of Kolchuga military radar systems to Iraq. 

Now Ukraine has Yanukovychgate. This scandal in- 
volves a large number of audiotapes related to Prime 
Minister Viktor Yanukovych. These tapes, which are 
of far better quality than those made by Mykola Mel- 
nychenko in 1999-2000, were made by the Security 
Service (SBU) and leaked to challenger Viktor Yush- 
chenko days after the presidential runoff on Nov. 21. 

The Yanukovych camp did attempt to block elec- 
tronic surveillance of its activities. But their efforts 
obviously failed. Unlike in the Kuchmagate tapes, such 
an extensive operation could have only been under- 
taken by more than one SBU officer. The SBU has a 
technical operations department and does control and 
monitor government communications. 

Significantly, the Yanukovych audiotapes were ac- 
cepted as evidence by the Supreme Court, in its delib- 
erations on mass violations in the runoff. Ukrainian 
courts never accepted the Melnychenko tapes were as 
evidence. The SBU tapes added to the documents in- 
tercepted by Yushchenko supporters that the authori- 
ties had attempted to smuggle out of the presidential 
administration building. 

The tapes contain hundreds of intercepted telephone 
conversations from Yanukovych’s “shadow election 
headquarters” between Oct. 30 and Nov. 23, taking in 
both rounds of the elections. Yanukovych always had 
two campaign headquarters. The official face, led by 
the dapper chairman of the National Bank, Serhiy 
Tyhipko, played on the positive attributes of 
Yanukovych’s election program, such as his social 
policies. The “shadow campaign” headquarters had a 
fundamentally different role and was led by Deputy 
Prime Minister Andrei Klyuev, a close Donetsk ally 
of Yanukovych. The shadow office was established to 
channel funds above the legislated candidate spend- 
ing limits and to undertake activities that undermined 
the Yushchenko campaign. The shadow team also co- 
ordinated state-administrative resources and the me- 
dia in favor of Yanukovych and against Yushchenko. 

Tyhipko and Yanukovych always presented them- 
selves as conducting a “free and fair” campaign 
through three strategies. First, they denied that a 
shadow campaign existed. Second, they insisted that 
dirty tricks came from other candidates (i.e. the phony 
candidates promoted by the authorities). Third, they 
insisted that both Yushchenko and Yanukovych had 
allegedly hired Russian political advisors. The 
Yanukovych camp hired two long-time associates of 
Russian President Vladimir Putin, Marat Gelman and 
Gleb Pavlovsky, who run the “Russian Club” in Kyiv. 

In reality the Yanukovych campaign had four inter- 
related units: 1) Tyhipko’s official campaign; 2) 


Kluyev’s shadow campaign; 3) “technical” or “fake” 
candidates; and 4) Russian advisors. Of these four, only 
Tyhipko’s had a “clean” image. The other three com- 
ponents were behind Ukraine’s dirtiest election to date. 
To suggest — as Tyhipko and Yanukovych are now 
doing — that they knew nothing of the other three el- 
ements is unbelievable. 

The audiotapes provide information as to how vot- 
ing was conducted and massaged, “who directed this 
process and how, and why the voting dynamics 
changed so intricately during the presidential elections 
in Ukraine”. The tapes also provide insight into how 
the Yanukovych campaign added upwards of 2 mil- 
lion votes — and raised turnout by 19% — in Donetsk 
oblast between rounds one and two. In comparison, 
turnout increased by only 3% in Lviv, Yushchenko’s 
base. 

Unlike some of the Melnychenko tapes, the voices 
on these new recordings are clearly identifiable. These 
figures include Kluyev, Viktor Medvedchuk (head of 
the presidential administration), Sergei Кіуаїоу (chair- 
man of the Central Election Commission | СЕСІ), 
Sergei Kluyey, “political technologist” Yuriy Levenetz, 
and long-time Yanukovych adviser Eduard Prutnik. 

One of the most interesting sections on the tapes is 
a conversation about how the official results in round 
two were to be “massaged.” One conversation, early 
in the evening on election day and three days before 
the official results were released by the CEC, describes 
how, “We agreed about a 3-3.5% difference to our ad- 
vantage. It is unlikely that it is a mere coincidence 
that the CEC declared Yanukovych victor with a 2.72% 
lead. 

The audiotapes provide concrete evidence of the ex- 
istence of a “transit server” whose purpose was to ma- 
nipulate the results as they were sent from local Terri- 
torial Election Commissions (TECs) to the CEC. The 
“transit server” was based in the presidential adminis- 
tration. 

Details of the “transit server” were leaked to the 
Yushchenko camp and the U.S. Embassy in Kyiv dur- 
ing the first round of the elections, but the authorities 
always denied its existence. Nevertheless, the long time 
it took the CEC to receive protocols sent by electronic 
mail from TECs always seemed suspicious. 

The tapes also include conversations by Kluyev, or- 
dering provocations to be undertaken to discredit 
Yushchenko. In one instance, Kluyev orders an un- 
known person to “organize some fights or something 
like this.” 

The audiotapes, together with other mounting evi- 
dence collected by the Yushchenko camp and submit- 
ted to the Supreme Court, proves beyond any shadow 
of a doubt that the authorities never intended to hold a 
clean election. While possessing knowledge of pre- 
planned election fraud, Kuchma and Yanukovych nev- 
ertheless repeatedly “guaranteed” to the United States 
and EU that Ukraine would hold free and fair elec- 
tions. This is, therefore, a major case of deception con- 
ducted by Ukraine’s leaders that has now backfired. 


UCC urges Canada to support democracy 


(UCC National)—The Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress (UCC) Board of 
Directors gathered for an emer- 
gency session in Winnipeg to dis- 
cuss the developing events in 
Ukraine, Nov. 27. 

The UCC Board called upon the 
Government of Canada to: 

1. Recognize Victor Yuschenko as 
President of Ukraine. 

2. Call upon Russia to cease all 
involvement in Ukrainian internal 
affairs. 

3. Support the Ukrainian people 
in their struggle for democracy; ac- 
tively monitor election activities in 
Ukraine; and offer assistance in re- 
solving the election crisis caused by 
widespread falsifications during the 
presidential electoral process. 

4. Call upon Ukrainian authori- 
ties not to use force against their 
own people. 

“We wish to commend the 
Honourable Pierre Pettigrew, Min- 
ister of Foreign Affairs, for his con- 
tinuing commitment to ensure that 
the will of the people is recognized 
in Ukraine.” Stated UCC President, 
Irene Sushko. “We wish to impress 

upon the Prime Minister and the 
Government of Canada that the 


Ukrainian Canadian Community is 
extremely troubled with Russia’s 
interference in the sovereignty and 
in the democratic free will of the 
Ukrainian people. 

“Russia’s active sponsorship of 
Victor Yanukovych, the pro-Rus- 
sian candidate, must be denounced 
by Canada.” 

The UCC congratulated and sup- 
ported Canadians across the coun- 


КРЕДИТОВА СПІЛКА СОЮЗ 
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Веселих Свят Різдва Христового 
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Щасливого Нового Року 
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Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year 
From 
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try for rallying in support of the will 
of the Ukrainian people. The UCC 
encouraged Canadians to: 

(a) continue to rally across 
Canada to support the Ukrainian 
people; and 

(b) contact the Prime Minister of 
Canada, the Minister of Foreign Af- 
fairs, and their Member of Parlia- 
ment, to reinforce the UCC’s posi- 
tion. 
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For Banquets, Weddings, Parties please call 
434-7751 


Weddings & Banquets up to 400 people 
We specialize in Ukrainian Food 


WHEATLEY SADOWNIK 


BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS 


May Christmas and the Holiday season 
bring you prosperities and happiness! 


ХРИСТОС РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ! 


2000 SUN LIFE PLACE - 10123-99 STREET - EDMONTON, ALBERTA - T5J ЗНІ 
TEL (780) 423-6671 FAX (780) 420-6327 


If you have questions or concerns 
please feel free to contact me: 


Karen Leibovici 
Councillor, Ward 1 


2nd Floor, 

1 Sir Winston Churchill Sq., 
Edmonton, AB 15J 2R7 

Phone: 496-8120 Fax: 496-8113 | 
Email: karen.leibovici@edmonton.ca 


СУСПІЛЬНА СЛУЖБА УКРАЇНЦІВ КАНАДИ 
UKRAINIAN CANADIAN SOCIAL SERVICES 
11717 - 97 St. Edmonton, AB T5G 1Y3 
Ph.: 471-4477 Fax: 477-0617 E-mail:ucss@telusplanet.net 


THE BEST CHRISTMAS WISHES AND 
A HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL SUPPORTERS, 
BENEFACTORS, VOLUNTEERS AND CLIENTS. 
Радісних Свят та щасливого Нового Року! 
ХРИСТОС НАРОДИВСЯ! 


ССУК це добродійна, громадська установа, яка 
допомагає тим, що потребують допомоги. 


у. і 
ehome visits, counselling and advice 
einformation, referral and translation services 
eaid in sponsorship of immigrants and refugees 
eparcels and money delivered to Ukraine 
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and best wishes for a joyful and 
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(RFE/RL)—Ukraine’s Supreme 
Court has agreed to examine a com- 
plaint by the opposition that alleges 
that results from the Nov. 21 presi- 
dential election were rigged. 

The Supreme Court has barred 
publication of the results until it has 
considered an appeal charging vote 
fraud, which was filed earlier today 
by the opposition. 

Opposition candidate Viktor 
Yushchenko hailed the ruling as "Пе 
beginning” of victory. 

Prime Minister Viktor Yanuko- 
vych, the officially declared winner 
of the election, repeated a call for 
talks with his rival. He said the cri- 
sis could not be resolved “by ulti- 
matums and pressure” 

Tens of thousands of Ukrainians 


ST. ANGELA'S ACADEMY 


BOX 220 
PRELATE SASKATCHEWAN 
CANADA SON 2B0 
PH.: (306) 673-2200 
FAX: (306) 673-2635 
WEB SEARCH: 

ST. ANGELA'S ACADEMY 
A Catholic Boarding High School 
on the beautiful Saskatchewan 
prairies where the Ursuline 
Sisters and Lay Staff 
"EDUCATE FOR LIFE” 
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Supreme Court to examine 
opposition appeal 


Orange 
Revolution 


Chronicle 
Nov. 25 


On this and the following 
pages, Ukrainian News is 
providing a chronicle of the 
Orange Revolution in 
Ukraine with a synopsis of 
each day’s key events, lead- 
ing up to Dec. 7. Events 
from Dec. 8, the day this is- 
sue went to press, are cov- 
ered in the front-page story. 
Events between Nov. 21 
and Nov. 24 were covered 
in the earlier issue of Ukrai- 
nian News. This chronicle 
begins on Nov. 25. 


have massed in the centre of the city 
today despite blustery winds and 
freezing temperatures to support 


7 | Yushchenko and challenge the con- 
| || duct and tally of the runoff. 
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Numerous demonstrators had 
spent another night camping out in 
tents pitched in downtown Kyiv to 


|| protest the alleged voter fraud. 


Overnight, small groups of 


|| Yanukovych supporters also demon- 


strated in the streets of the capital. 
Both sides appeared to be trying to 
avoid open confrontation, with no 
incidents of major violence reported. 

Police and the military protected 
the president’s office and the elec- 
tion headquarters overnight, but oth- 
erwise police and security forces ap- 
pear to be keeping a low profile. 

In Lviv, the speaker of the Lviv 
regional assembly declared Yush- 
chenko the legitimate president of 
Ukraine. Mikhail Sendak said today 
that authorities in the region will 
only obey orders from Yushchenko 
and called on other regions to fol- 
low suit. 

Supporters of Yanukovych also 
launched counter rallies today in 
Kyiv. 

Outgoing President Leonid 
Kuchma, who supports Yanuko- 
vych, has spoken of the risk of 
Ukraine toppling into civil war over 
the disputed presidential election. 

In a speech shown on state televi- 
sion yesterday, Kuchma accused 
Ukraine’s private Channel 5 televi- 
sion station of helping to prepare an 
overthrow of the government by 
giving broad coverage of the pro- 
tests. 

“The leadership of the country, 
security specialists, warned us that 
the provocative broadcasts of so- 
called objective news on Channel 5 
prepared the ground for a coup 
d’etat, irrespective of the outcome 
of the election,” Kuchma said. 

Kuchma also said that he had 
asked both Yanukovych and 
Yushchenko to hold talks to defuse 
tensions, and he appealed to the in- 
ternational community to refrain 
from direct interference in Ukraine’s 
internal affairs. 

He said there had been appeals 
from what he called Ukraine’s stra- 
tegic partners “to re-examine the 
outcome of the election campaign” 


— ап apparent reference to West- 


ern calls for an inquiry into the con- 
duct of the election. 

Yesterday’s call by Yushchenko 
and the opposition for a general 
strike to protest the vote tally ap- 
pears to have had little impact in the 
capital Kyiv. 

“A path to a compromise through 
people demonstrating their will is 
the only path that will help us find a 
way out of this conflict,” 
Yushchenko told a rally after the 
official results were released yester- 
day. Therefore, the committee of na- 
tional salvation declares a nation- 
wide political strike.” 

But teachers in Lviv went on 
strike as thousands of students boy- 
cotted classes, apparently to protest 
the election. 

At a Russian-European Union 
summit in the Netherlands today, 
Russian President Vladimir Putin 
and EU officials discussed the Uk- 
rainian election. Jan-Peter Balke- 
nende, the Dutch prime minister 
who headed the EU side, said the 
polls had not been “free and fair.” 
Putin said the elections had taken 
place in accordance with Ukrainian 
law and urged other governments 
not to interfere. 

Russian President Vladimir Putin, 
on the other hand, said the elections 
had taken place in accordance with 
Ukrainian law and urged other gov- 
ermments not to interfere. He said 
Ukrainian courts must settle any re- 
maining disputes. 

Former Polish President and 
Nobel Peace Prize winner Lech 
Walesa was in Kyiv today. Address- 
ing Yushchenko supporters he said: 
“All my life I fought for the same 
ideals. Our situation was difficult, 
or perhaps more difficult than yours. 
Iam amazed with your emotions and 
your enthusiasm. It is my firm be- 
lief that it will lead to your victory.” 

In Germany, Foreign Minister 
Joschka Fischer today called for the 
Ukrainian election to be examined 
under international supervision. 

The United States and NATO 
have also urged authorities to review 
the runoff vote, which international 
monitors have criticized as fraudu- 
lent. 

The Ukrainian Election Commis- 
sion announced yesterday that Mos- 
cow-backed Yanukovych had won 
the runoff by roughly three percent- 
age points, a figure that contrasted 
starkly with several exit polls that 
suggested Yushchenko won the vote. 


From Edmonton East 
MP Peter Goldring 
in Kyiv 

“Today, I watched the police of 
Kyiv in full uniform join the crowds 
of demonstrators; they are now 
dressed in Yushchenko orange. 

“Tn the actions of November 25, 
there is respect for democracy and 
respect for the Ukrainian people. 
People both inside and outside of 
Ukraine want to make democracy 
work. The world continues to watch 
Ukraine with much hope and opti- 
mism that those in positions to do 
so will choose a path of leadership 
through peaceful compromise. 

“Ukraine continues in political 
crisis. Canada must offer to partici- 
pate with countries like Poland; to 
plant the seed, to cultivate it, and 
then help monitor the growth of a 
truly democratic electoral process in 
Ukraine. We must help this magnifi- 
cent country reach its full potential. 
Sanctions are not a solution.” 
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Yushchenko supporters 
block government buildings 


DOMINION - REMCO MEMORIALS 


"MAKING MEMORIES TIMELESS"- Since 1924 


Thanking everybody for your business 


(RFE/RL)—Thousands of supporters of Ukrainian 
opposition leader Viktor Yushchenko are gathering to- 
day near parliament and government buildings in Kyiv 
following a call yesterday by Yushchenko aides to 
blockade the buildings. 

The fifth consecutive day of large protests in 
Ukraine’s capital comes one day after the Supreme 
Court temporarily blocked the inauguration of Prime 
Minister Viktor Yanukovych as president. 

The Supreme Court is tentatively scheduled to start 
hearing the opposition’s claim on Nov. 29. 

A spokesman for Yanukovych, Serhiy Tyhypko, criti- 
cized the court’s decision, saying that "по one” has the 
right to annul the official outcome of the vote. 

By contrast, the court’s ruling boosted the morale of 
the hundreds of thousands of opposition sympathizers 
who have peacefully protested in Kyiv and other cities 
for the past five days. 

Yushchenko personally announced the decision to a 
cheering crowd gathered on Kyiv’s central Indepen- 
dence Square. 

“The Supreme Court of Ukraine has decided that until 
it makes a decision regarding the complaints filed by 
Yushchenko, the CEC is forbidden to officially pub- 
lish the results of the presidential election,’ Yushchenko 
said. 

Yushchenko, however, warned his supporters that the 
political fight is far from over. 

“I am telling you, this is only the beginning. It is 
small compensation for the suffering that we have en- 
dured during these days, but we suffer for Ukraine,” 
Yushchenko said. 

Peaceful opposition protests continued all through 
the night. Spurred by the Supreme Court’s ruling, dem- 
onstrators early today moved toward the government 
headquarters, the presidential administration, the par- 

liament, and the central bank. 

In a nationally televised address late yesterday, 
Yanukovych urged the opposition to show restraint. 

“I saw that my opponents have started inviting stu- 
dents and schoolchildren to take to the streets. This is 
romanticism. This is all very, very dangerous. This is 
why, today, I once again call upon all Ukrainian citi- 
zens to calm down,” Yanukovych said. 

But the opposition has shown no sign of letting up. 

In teachers went on strike today and hundreds of stu- 
dents boycotted classes. 

Stoppages were also reported in Vynnitsya and the 
Transcarpathia region. 

Yushchenko’s supporters have also announced plans 
to block off Ukraine’s main highways and called upon 
army and security officers to join the growing civil dis- 
obedience movement. 

Meanwhile, Parliament announced its has scheduled 
an emergency session for tomorrow. A spokesman for 
the speaker said members plan to discuss the mass pro- 
tests and the Supreme Court’s decision to block Yanu- 

kovych’s inauguration as president while it considers 
on Nov. 29 an appeal from Yushchenko. 


Ukraine state TV in revolt 


BBC News)—Journalists on Ukraine’s state-owned 
channel — which had previously given unswerving sup- 
port to Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovych — have 
joined the opposition, saying they have had enough of 
“telling the government’s lies”. 

Journalists on another strongly pro-government TV 
station have also promised an end to the bias in their 
reporting. The turnaround in news coverage, after years 
of toeing the government line, is a big setback for 
Yanukovych. 

Journalists in Ukraine seem to have responded to the 
call by opposition leader Viktor Yushchenko for them 
to reject government censorship. 

A correspondent on the state channel, UT1, an- 
nounced live on the evening bulletin that the entire news 
team was going to join the protests in Independence 
Square. She said their message to the protesters was: 
“We are not lying anymore”. 

For the first time in years, the UT1 bulletin aired 
opposition views in a balanced way after the station’s 
management acceded to the journalists’ demands. 

The news staff at UT1 were not alone. A couple of 
hours earlier, journalists on the pro-government pri- 
vate channel One Plus One took a similar stand. 

The station had announced earlier in the day the res- 
ignation of its news editor, who had been presenting a 
fiercely pro-government election special for the past 
three days, after journalists refused to produce news 
bulletins in protest at censorship of the opposition. 


EU mounts mediating effort 


(RFE/RL)—The EU today confirmed it is involved 
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in a major mediation effort in a bid to bring an end to 
the postelection crisis in Ukraine. 

The effort is spearheaded by Javier Solana, the EU’s 
foreign and security policy coordinator. Among oth- 
ers, the presidents of neighboring Poland and Lithuania 
have announced visits to Kyiv. 

Solana said earlier this week he was in phone con- 
tact with opposition candidate Viktor Yushchenko, who 
has rejected the official election results, as well as with 
Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovych and incumbent 
President Leonid Kuchma. 

Arriving in Kyiv today, Solana said he expects to 
have face-to-face meetings with all three. He repeated 
that the EU view is that the second round of the presi- 
dential election did not meet international standards of 
democracy 

However, Solana also stressed the need to restore 
unity in the country. “Ukraine does not have to choose 
between the EU and Russia. It is a significant partner 
for both the EU and Russia and we are not trying to 
pull or push Ukraine,” he said. 


Russia warns Europe over crisis 

(RFE/RL)—Russia today called on the European 
Union not to interfere in Ukraine and let the country’s 
people choose who they want for president. 

Addressing journalists in Moscow, Russian Foreign 
Minister Sergei Lavrov urged European governments 
to “respect the choice of the Ukrainian people and let 
them decide by themselves how to settle their domes- 
tic disputes.” 

“Attempts made by certain states to ene the situa- 
tion go beyond Ukraine’s legal framework are worry- 
ing — all the more so when some European capitals 
say they will not recognize the [outcome of the] elec- 
tion. Their theory is that Ukraine should be with the 
West. But geographically, Ukraine is located both near 
the West and Russia. Generally speaking, these kinds 
of statements make one believe that someone would 
кра Под like to see a new dividing line drawn across Eu- 
горе, 

Russia and the Central Asian states of Kazakhstan, 
Uzbekistan, and Kyrgyzstan have recognized the out- 
come of the election and congratulated Yanukovych 
on his victory. 


Kuchma says working group 


formed to resolve crisis 


(RFE/RL)—President Leonid Kuchma says the two 
rival presidential candidates have agreed to set up a 
working group to try to resolve crisis over Ukraine’s 
disputed election. 

. "То ensure the negotiation process, the parties es- 
tablished a working group in order to elaborate a joint 
decision on the settlement of the political crisis,” 
Kuchma said. 

Kuchma made the announcement following closed- 
door talks today in Kyiv attended by European and 
Russian mediators. He said the working group is to start 
work immediately. 

Kuchma said Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovych and 
opposition leader Viktor Yushchenko rejected the use 
of force to resolve their dispute. 

Yanukovych and Yushchenko did not address report- 
ers following the meeting. The talks today came as tens 
of thousands of opposition supporters continued their 
protests against the election outcome for the fifth 
straight day in central Kyiv. Several thousand 
Yanukovych supporters also gathered in another part 
of the capital today. 


Yushchenko demands new election 


(RFE/RL)—Opposition leader Viktor Yushchenko 
has demanded a new election to settle the crisis over 
the disputed presidential runoff vote in Ukraine. 

Yushchenko told supporters in Kyiv’s Independence 
Square late tonight that he believed a new election 
should be held on Dec. 12. 

“We are sure that any deals about forming a govern- 
ment, any deal on sharing posts in government, any 
deals on political reform, will not resolve the political 
crisis which we face today,” he said. “Because this cri- 
sis has come about through falsification of elections. 
That is why the answer has to come in the shape of a 
new vote. There is no other way.” 

Yushchenko spoke of unspecified action if the crisis 
is not settled within days. He urged his supporters to 
continue their mass protests to overturn the official re- 
sult of the Nov. 21 runoff. 
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Rada declares election invalid 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine’s parliament 
declared today in a nonbinding reso- 
lution that the country’s disputed 
presidential election was invalid, 
saying the Nov. 21 runoff between 
Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovych 
and opposition leader Viktor 
Yushchenko included many irregu- 
larities and failed to reflect the will 
of the voters. 

The vote came during an emer- 
gency session convened to discuss 
the country’s political crisis. 

Parliament speaker Volodymyr 
Lytvyn initiated the voting by read- 
ing the wording of resolution 255: 
“Declaring invalid the results of the 
second round of voting in the presi- 
dential elections on Nov. 21, and that 
they were accompanied by viola- 
tions of electoral law and did not 
fully reflect the will of the people.” 

Shortly afterward Lytvyn an- 
nounced the results of the vote by 
saying: “The [resolution] has been 
passed.” 

Deputies also passed a vote of no 
confidence in the Central Election 
Commission and called on outgoing 
President Leonid Kuchma to nomi- 
nate new members. And they voted 
to set up a special investigative com- 
mittee to look into reported violations. 

But they did not suggest a date for 
holding a new vote, which the op- 
position wants to be held on Dec. 
12. Outside, thousands of opposition 
protesters encircled the building and 
listened to the proceedings. 

Today’s votes are nonbinding. But 
correspondents say they are a boost 
to the opposition, after a week of 
growing street protests over an elec- 
tion many observers say was marred 
by fraud. 

Thousands of opposition support- 
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ers continued protesting in the 
streets of Kyiv for a sixth straight 
day today, while in eastern Ukraine, 
a similar number turned out in sup- 
port of Yanukovych. Thousands of 
opposition supporters continued 
protesting in the streets of Kyiv for 
a sixth straight day 

Shortly before today’s parliament 
session, the European Union said the 
best outcome to the crisis would be 
fresh elections. The comment came 
from Dutch Foreign Minister Ben 
Bot, whose country currently holds 
the EU’s Presidency. 

That’s a demand Yushchenko has 
been making, most recently last 
night, after he emerged from a meet- 
ing with Yanukovych and interna- 
tional mediators. 

“We are sure that any deals about 
forming a government, any deal on 
sharing posts in government, any 
deals on political reform, will not re- 
solve the political crisis which we 
face today, because this crisis has 
come about through falsification of 
elections,” Yushchenko said. ““That 
is why the answer has to come in 
the shape of a new vote. There is no 
other way.” 

Yesterday’s meeting produced an 
agreement to set up a working group 
to pursue talks. Negotiators from 
both candidates’ camp were to meet 
today. 

On Novy. 28, Ukraine’s Supreme 
Court begins key hearings when it 
considers an appeal by Yushchenko 
to nullify the election result. 

Yanukovych cannot be inaugu- 
rated as president until the Supreme 
Court issues its ruling. 
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Protests continue after 


parliament rejects vote 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian opposition 
supporters continued to jam the 
streets of downtown Kyiv today 
with calls to rerun the country’s 
presidential vote. 

One week after the runoff ballot, 
tens of thousands of supporters of 
opposition candidate Viktor 
Yushchenko continue to face freez- 
ing temperatures as they demon- 
strate against official results show- 
ing Russian-backed Prime Minister 
Viktor Vanukovych as the winner. 
The opposition rally appears to be 
growing in size despite the cold 
weather. 

The mood at the main rally in 
Kyiv’s central Independence Square 
was festive. The public-address sys- 
tem used by opposition organizers 
was playing pop and rock songs re- 
corded by Ukrainian musicians who 
support Yushchenko. 

Orthodox Christian priests also 
took to the stage at Independence 
Square to conduct religious services 
for the opposition crowd. Thousands 
of people also were milling about 
the massive tent city that has been 
erected near the demonstrations. 

Ukraine’s President Leonid 
Kuchma met today with the 
country’s security and defense coun- 
cil to discuss the political crisis. But 
a statement from Kuchma’s office 
said Yanukovych did not attend that 
meeting. 

Instead, Yanukovych reportedly 
left Kyiv today to travel to his power 
base in eastern Ukraine. He was due 
to meet with regional leaders and 
crowds of his own supporters. 


Thousands of those supporters in| 


Donetsk were holding a 
counterdemonstration today in sup- 
port of the election results. 
Yanukovych once served as gover- 
nor of that eastern region. 


Russia says ties with 


West being tested 


(RFE/RL)—A top aide to Russian 
President Vladimir Putin yesterday 
called Ukraine’s election dispute a 
“powerful test” of Russia’s relations 
with the West and accused politi- 
cians in the United States and Eu- 
rope of fomenting political change 
in the former Soviet republic. 

Sergei Yastrzhembskii, in an in- 
terview on state-run RTR television, 
said “certain forces” in the West 
have decided to test “the strength of 
post-Soviet territory.” 

He said street protests against the 
official results in Ukraine bear “the 


same signature” as demonstrations 
that brought down former Yugoslav 
President Slobodan Milosevic in 
2000 and Georgian President 
Eduard Shevardnadze last year, and 
also likened them to Poland’s anti- 
communist Solidarity movement of 
the 1980s. 


Donetsk sets 


autonomy referendum 

(RFE/RL)—An eastern Ukrainian 
region backing Prime Minister 
Viktor Yanukovych in the country’s 
election crisis has decided to hold a 
referendum on greater autonomy 
from Kyiv. 

The Donetsk Regional Council in 
the Donbas coal-mining region 
voted 156-1 to stage the vote on Dec. 
5. The move is in response to efforts 
by opposition leader Viktor 
Yushchenko to overturn 
Yanukovych’s victory in last week’s 
presidential election on the grounds 
that it was fraudulent. 

Council head Boris Kolesnikov 
said the legislative body can see no 
other way to defend the interests of 
the Donbas. 

The decision comes despite a 
warning earlier from the National 
Security and Defense Council, 
headed by outgoing President Le- 
onid Kuchma, to the country’s east- 
erm regions to back away from any 
moves toward autonomy. 

Yanukovych today attended a 
meeting in Severodonetsk, eastern 
Ukraine, of leaders from eastern re- 
gions who have threatened au- 
tonomy if the election result is over- 
turned. Yanukovych told the meet- 
ing that Ukraine is in danger of “col- 
lapse.” 

He urged calm and avoidance of 
bloodshed. “I call on you not to take 
any radical steps. I repeat, none,” he 
said. “As soon as the first drop of 
blood is spilled we won’t be able to 
stop that flow. It will be on the con- 
science of those people who pro- 
voked this situation. 

In Kyiv, Yushchenko today said 
officials in eastern regions promot- 
ing autonomy pose a threat to 
Ukraine, and demanded a criminal 
investigation into their actions. 

“That occurring today in the east 
of Ukraine is crime against 
Ukraine,” Yushchenko said. “I ad- 
dress [my remarks] to jurists. I ad- 
dress [them] to the conscience of the 
prosecutor-general.” 

Representatives of the two rivals 
have opened talks to find a solution 
to the crisis, but President Kuchma 
says those talks are not going well. 


From Peter Goldring 
in Kyiv 

“There are premature reports of 
separatist sentiments and declara- 
tions in the eastern region of 
Ukraine. This is not the time to be 
talking about separatist discord or 
longer-term outlooks beyond a new 
election. It is time to be talking about 
developing and monitoring a cred- 
ible electoral decision. This is the 
time to be talking only about the cri- 
sis resulting from a fraudulent elec- 
toral decision and the means to re- 
place it with a genuine one. Due to 
the massive extent of electoral fraud, 
we must be mindful that the num- 
ber of supporters in Ukraine for 
alignment with Russia is in serious 
question. The numbers from the last 


election cannot be used for decision- 
making purposes of any sort, since 
those numbers are not credible, as 
the election itself was not credible. 

“Ukraine continues in political 
crisis. Canada must partner with 
other countries like Poland, to offer 
to work with Ukraine to plant the 
seed, to cultivate it, and then help 
monitor the growth of a truly demo- 
cratic electoral process in Ukraine. 
Canada has an obligation to be pro- 
active, in partnership with other 
countries and Ukraine, and to offer 
to be by Ukraine’s side in its time 
of political crisis and on its road to 
complete and true democratic free- 
dom.” 


Yushchenko supporters 


rejoice at Rada vote 


(RFE/RL)—Yushchenko’s sup- 
porters have no doubts that the Su- 
preme Court will eventually an- 
nounce that the Nov. 21 presiden- 
tial election was marred by fraud 
and will set a date for new voting. 

Roman, a worker from Kyiv, 
agreed with the parliament’s deci- 
sion and said he has no doubt 
Yushchenko will become the 
country’s next president. 

“T think the decision is positive,” 
Roman said. “On the other hand, it 
doesn’t matter if there will be an- 
other vote or not, but [Yushchenko] 
will be the winner without any 
doubt.” 

The parliament’s nonbinding 
resolution has no legal force, but it 
is seen as backing Yushchenko, who 
claims he was denied victory in the 
runoff due to electoral fraud. 

The parliament also voted no con- 
fidence in the Central Election Com- 
mission, which has officially de- 
clared Yanukovych the winner of the 
election. 

Another supporter of Yushchen- 
ko, Jevgenij of Cherkesk, agrees 
with Parliament’s decision. How- 
ever, he said it is not clear if 
Yanukovych supporters will peace- 
fully accept the decision, especially 
if the Supreme Court endorses it. 

There are smaller numbers of 
Yanukovych supporters in the cen- 
ter of Kyiv. Igor from Kyiv is one of 
them, but he said parliament made 
the right decision. He said another 
vote, if it happens, will yield the 
same result — Yanukovych will win. 

“JT support the decision of the au- 
thorities [in parliament],” Igor said. 
“There should be full democracy, 
and people who support one or an- 
other side took their positions and 
the election will be fair. It will be 
done more nicely, more democrati- 
cally, and there will be no questions 
and arguments about [who won and 
who lost].” 

A painter, Wolodimir Kostin, 
marching with a small crowd of 
Yanukovych loyalists, said he sup- 
ports the parliament’s decision. He 
also agrees that Yanukovych will 
win if the Supreme Court decides 
that another vote should be held. 

“There is no doubt we will win 
because the truth is on our side,” 
Kostin said. “The opposition uses 
[aggressive] slogans. Even the color 
they use as their symbol — [orange] 
— is a color of aggression, color of 
war, and color of betrayal. 
Yanukovych, as you see, uses col- 
ors of peace, of truth and hope.” 

Yanukovych supporters show 
blue and white. 
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Political crisis deepens 


By Askold Krushelnycky 

(RFE/RL)—Tens of thousands of Yushchenko sup- 
porters today surrounded the parliament, where the op- 
position called for an emergency session. 

Many thousands of others marched to the Supreme 
Court, which was considering an opposition demand 
to declare the election invalid in the most heavily 
fraudulent election districts — particularly Luhansk and 
Donetsk in eastern Ukraine. If the court were to do that, 
Yushchenko could still be declared winner. 

Discussions between the two sides, brokered by the 
European Union and the Polish and Lithuanian presi- 
dents, faltered on Nov. 28 and seemed to be headed for 
deadlock. One of the items to be discussed was the 
possibility of another election, this time under stricter 
supervision to eliminate the cheating for which West- 
em election monitors and governments have blamed 
the government. 

Last night, addressing tens of thousands of opposi- 
tion supporters in Kyiv, one of Yushchenko’s top al- 
lies, Yuliya Tymoshenko, read out an ultimatum to 
President Kuchma. It called for Kuchma to fire 
Yanukovych, his cabinet, the prosecutor-general, and 
initiate legal action against separatist politicians in east- 
егп parts of Ukraine. 

“TKuchma must] dismiss Prime Minister Yanukovych 
from his post for helping to falsify the election and for 
participating in separatist actions,” Tymoshenko said, 
adding that Kuchma must “immediately dismiss those 
governors in the Donetsk, Luhansk, and Kharkiv re- 
gions who initiated the breakup of the country.” 

Tymoshenko said if Kuchma failed to comply he 
would be physically blocked from moving around and 
effectively held prisoner by thousands of demonstrators. 

On Nov. 28, senior pro-Yanukovych politicians in 
the Donetsk, Luhansk, and Kharkiv regions threatened 
to create an autonomous region if the opposition got 
its way and if Yushchenko was declared president. 

Donetsk, Ukraine’s largest industrial city with a popu- 
lation of around 1 million people, is Yanukovych’s po- 
litical heartland. Yanukovych presided over a meeting 
there on Nov. 28 with around 4,000 delegates from his 
Party of the Regions. 

Some of the regions said they have suspended their 
contributions to the central budget. The chairman of 
the Luhansk regional legislature, Viktor ТусПопоу, is 
one of those threatening to break up Ukraine. 

“The participants of the [Luhansk region] legislature 
decisively condemn the anti-state and anti-national ac- 
tions of the so-called opposition that pushes Ukraine 
toward a territorial split and catastrophe,” Tychonov said. 
Therefore, because of the possibility of further devel- 
opment of the coup d’etat and an illegitimate president 
coming to power, we the participants of the legislature 
reserve the right to take adequate steps for the self-de- 
fense of the citizens of our regions and all Ukraine.” 

The Donetsk and Luhansk regions are considered, 
even by the opposition, areas where Yanukovych likely 
did secure more votes than Yushchenko — although 
nowhere near the very high majorities his side claims. 

Authorities running Kharkiv, the city separatists 
mention as a possible capital of a breakaway region, 
have opposed the breakaway idea. 

The opposition is warning the separatist moves could 
provoke violence and have called on Kuchma to con- 
demn the moves. 

“Those who are calling for separatism are commit- 
ting crimes and will definitely receive severe punish- 
ment,” Yushchenko said. 

Yanukovych did not directly back the separatist plan 
but has not criticized it. During the meeting he warned: 
“Today we are on the brink of catastrophe. There is 
one step to the edge.” He also seemed to issue an ulti- 
matum to Kuchma. 

“Today all the organs of government are effectively 
blocked and unless the president, in the coming days 
and with Ukraine’s national security forces, does not 
accept a decision to unblock the work of state organs, 
and if today the parliament does not agree on a deci- 
sion to stop the actions against the government, against 
the constitution, against the rights of our citizens, then 
it will be necessary for everyone to stand up and deter- 
minedly say their word,” Yanukovych said. 

The opposition believes the breakaway plan can only 
work if Russia encourages it in an attempt to impose a 
“Moldovization” on Ukraine. 

The reference is to what has effectively happened to 
Moldova, which is now split into a Romanian-speak- 
ing internationally recognized part and another unrec- 
ognized mainly Russian-speaking area. 

Meanwhile, The European Union and NATO have 
both appealed for Ukrainian unity. EU High Represen- 
tative for Common Foreign and Security Policy Javier 
Solana told reporters in Brussels that the unity of 
Ukraine is “fundamental.” 

“The unity of Ukraine is fundamental,” Solana said. 
“The sense of the nation has to be recuperated and the 
sense of the state has to be recuperated, that is very 


November 29 


important. At the end of the day these elections, we 
hope very much, will signify that.” 

Also, the Ukrainian National Bank head who also 
headed Yanukovych’s campaign for president, Serhiy 
Tyhypko, announced at a news conference today that 
he is resigning from the central bank to concentrate his 
efforts on Yanukovych’s political efforts. Tyhypko also 
serves as chairman of the Labor Ukraine Party. It was 
not immediately clear what the consequences will be 
of Tyhypko’s resignation. 


Yushchenko supporters. hammered 

(Obozrevatel.com)—A group of people armed with 
hammers and heavy objects fiercely beat the partici- 
pants of a mass-meeting in support of Viktor 
Yushchenko, Ukrainian News reports. 

Dozens of journalists, including journalists from the 
information agency Ukrainian News, foreign observ- 
ers and supporters of the opposition leader were in- 
jured. 

The incident occurred about 1 p.m. on Monday dur- 
ing the mass-meeting of Yushchenko supporters in 
Luhansk. According to a journalist from Ukrainian 
News, who was also injured during the incident, a col- 
umn of about 300 Yanukovych supporters came up to 
the column of 70 Yushchenko supporters. Suddenly, 
when the columns were close enough, about 30 armed 
people in black leather jackets came out of the crowd 
and surrounded the column of Yushchenko supporters. 
Journalists covering the event were mingled with 
Yushchenko supporters. 

The attackers made a tight circle around the crowd 
and began beating people, taking away their cell- 
phones, video cameras and other devices. Only the in- 
jured who had no means of communication were al- 
lowed to leave the column. The attackers beat the jour- 
nalists with hammers and heavy objects on the head, 
and kicked them. According to witnesses, about sev- 
eral dozens of people were injured. 

According to one journalist, the attackers were 
fiercely beating the correspondent of the Luganchany 
newspaper and the coordinator of projects of OSCE in 
Luhansk Oblast. A volunteer of the John Howard Soci- 
ety (Canada), Silve Rossel, received a craniocerebral 
injury and is now being operated on. 

Two people from Yushchenko headquarter in 
Luhansk Oblast were also beaten, Yevheniy 
Savchenko’s nose was broken. The full names of other 
injured persons are being released. The staff of the in- 
formation agency demands that law enforcement bod- 
ies take urgent measures to catch the criminals. 


Diplomats see beginning of repression 

(UACLA)—The Ukrainian American Civil Liberties 
Association (UACLA) received a letter on Nov. 29 stat- 
ing that political repressions against members of the 
diplomatic corps of Ukraine have started. 

Olexandr Potiekhin, a Ukrainian diplomat and a co- 
author of the Nov. 22 statement by four diplomats has 
been immediately recalled to Kyiv. The four diplomats 
made a statement that read in part: “Guided by our con- 
science, our professional pride and our oath to loyally 
serve the Ukrainian state, we express our solidarity with 
the voice of the Ukrainian people. That voice is an ex- 
pression of protest against the violation of our citizens’ 
right to elect a president by democratic means.” 

In a letter signed by the First Deputy Minister for 
Foreign Affairs Volodymyr Yelchenko, the Ministry re- 
quests that the Potiekhin return to Ukraine no later than 
Dec. 6. 

Although Potiekhin has been on the rotation list, his 
return date has never been specified, a sign that his 
advice was highly valued at the Ukrainian Embassy in 
Washington, DC. Within the established practice of ro- 
tation, there are no precedents for immediate replace- 
ments on a short-term notice. The immediate recall is a 
violation of procedural norms according to Poteikhin. 

Traditionally, a diplomat is allowed up to one month 
to prepare for a departure. Moreover, a diplomat is to 
hand over all files to his/her successor within a certain 
period of time. 

With no person to succeed Potiekhin within the fore- 
seeable days, this is regarded as the first response of 
retaliation heinously disguised as “diplomatic rotation.” 


Kuchma backs holding new vote 

(RFE/RL)—Outgoing Ukrainian President Leonid 
Kuchma today publicly backed the idea of holding new 
elections as a way to resolve the political crisis in the 
country. In remarks broadcast on television, Kuchma said 
that if а new ballot would help preserve “peace and con- 
sensus” across the country then Ukrainian voters should 
go to the polls again. Kuchma also said that if a new 
election were to be held, he would not seek a third term. 
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Yushchenko support- 


ers beat on metal cans on the heights overlooking the building of the Cabinet of Ministers. 


They never stop, day or night (Photo — 
tion in Dnipropetrovsk, Nov. 27 


demonstratotors in Luhansk 


б 


Pro- Yushchenko demonstra- 


> 


Vitaliy Shevchenko) 
Pora activists in Odesa, Nov. 26 


Nov. 25; Orange demonstration in Poltava 


Clockwise from Top Left: Orange demonstration in Karkuv, Nov. 29 


-democracy 


Pro 


> 


> 


A few 


brave Yushchenko supporters in a sea of Yanukovych blue, Donetsk, Nov. 28; Pro- Yushchenko 


demonstration in Zaporizhia, Nov. 25. Please note that, except for Kyiv and Poltava, all the 
regions pictured on this page were awarded to Yanukovych by the CEC. (Except for the Kyiv 


photo, the images come from the “Ukraine Election 2002 website <http://mamba- 


real.crocodile 


Nov. 25; 


> 


з 


org/UA-Election-2004>.) 
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РНОТО -- ВОМАМ РЕТВІМ/ 


Nov. 25 rally in Edmonton. 


Over 500 rally in Edmonton 


(UkrNews)—” Over 500 Edmontonians 
demonstrated their solidarity with Ukraine’s 
“Orange Revolution” at a rally at City Hall, 
Nov. 25. 

“Although the ruling elite is not going to 
give up power without a drawn-out struggle, 
and could still attempt a violent crackdown 
in an act of desperation, it is obvious that the 
citizens of Ukraine have been fundamentally 
transformed by the events of this pivotal elec- 
tion campaign,” said writer Jars Balan ad- 
dressing the crowd. 

“More and more Ukrainians will simply no 
longer submit passively to the thuggery and 
machinations of old Soviet apparatchiks and 
their oligarch backers, or be degraded by the 
bribery and corruption that was rampant in 
Ukraine and in danger of being institution- 
ally entrenched by Kuchma’s handpicked 
successor.” 

“What we are witnessing is not only an in- 
credible moment in the history of Ukraine, 
but in the political evolution of Eastern Eu- 
rope and the former Soviet Union. First and 
foremost, we are witnessing the birth of the 
modern nation of Ukraine, with an identity 
that is based on common interests and forged 
in a shared struggle that transcends the re- 
gional, linguistic, ethnic and religious differ- 
ences that have long been elements of 
Ukraine’s multifaceted make-up,” he added. 

“Simultaneously, we are witnessing the end 
of the morally bankrupt post-Soviet era in 
Ukraine’s political culture, and the creation 


of a functionally democratic and fully inde- 
pendent state,” Balan said. 

Alberta Education Minister Gene 
Zwozdesky queried why we have to witness 
the same type of oppression today that our 
ancestors laid down their live to end 

"І am very much enthused by what I see 
happening around the world where people are 
joining groups like this by the thousands and 
by the millions to denounce what happened 
in Ukrayina’s recent elections,” he said. 

“Ukrayina has come such a long way. 
Don’t let us stand back and watch it fall back 
down to where its been years and years ago,” 
Zwozdesky added. 

Edmonton Mayor Stephen Mandell said the 
presence of the demonstrators should the 
importance of the election process which we 
take for granted in Canada. 

“Tf it can happen in one place, it can hap- 
pen in many, many places. So those who stand 
up and be counted make the difference,” he 
stated. 

Several other speakers, many of whom 
were students, or representatives of youth or- 
ganizations, denounced the fraudulent elec- 
tions in Ukraine, as chants of “Yush-chen- 
ko, Yush-chen-ko” reverberated around Sir 
Winston Churchill Square. 

“We will not stop until Yushchenko is in 
power. We will ensure that democracy pre- 
vails in Ukraine,” said University of Alberta 
Ukrainian Students’ Club President Marta 
Prystasz, who organized the event. 


Saskatchewan celebrates 
“Freedom 1 in Ukraine Week’”’ 


(UCC-SPC inform)—These are historic 
times in Ukraine. The freedom of the Ukrai- 
nian people, their democratic right to choose 
their president are at stake and people through- 


| Out Saskatchewan and the world are rallying 


in their support. 

The Ukrainian Canadian Congress — 
Saskatchewan Provincial Council declared the 
week of Nov. 29 through Dec. 5 “Freedom in 
Ukraine Week.” Ukrainian community 


Ski groups, churches and individuals around the 


PHOTO — TARAS BAYDA 
At her performance in Saskatoon, Canadian 
Idol finalist Theresa Sokyrka draped her mi- 
crophone stand with orange in solidarity with 
the people of Ukraine and their Orange Revo- 
lution. 


Й province organized various events in their 
й communities to create awareness, raise funds 


and demonstrate solidarity with the people of 
Ukraine as they protest the falsified election 
results from the Nov. 21 presidential election. 
The day before “Freedom in Ukraine 
Week,” on Nov. 28, Canadian Idol finalist 
Theresa Sokyrka was in Saskatoon perform- 
ing at the Odeon Event Centre. She draped 
orange material on her microphone stand, 
explaining to audience the significance of her 

action and meaning behind the colour. 
The UCC-SPC received information about 
the following events held in conjunction with 
Cont. on Page 24 
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PHOTO — ALEXEY BARANOV 


Novy. 25 rally in Ottawa. 


Canadians protest fixed election 


Hundreds of Canadians, many of Ukrainian 
descent, braved freezing temperatures to pro- 
test what they consider to be the fixed out- 
come of the Ukrainian presidential election, 
in Ottawa Nov. 25 and 26, reported AFP. 

Busloads of demonstrators travelled from 
Montreal, Ottawa and the Kitchener area of 
Ontario to lawns outside the parliament of 
Canada — the first nation to recognise 
Ukraine as an independent state as the Soviet 
Union dissolved in 1991. 

Inside the building, the House of Commons 


passed a resolution rejecting pro-Russia Prime 
Minister Victor Yanukovych as the winner of 
Ukraine’s election. 

An estimated 1,000 protestors, wrapped in 
orange scarves, waved orange flags — the 
campaign color of opposition leader Viktor 
Yushchenko who claimed victory in the Nov/ 
21 disputed poll. 

The Ottawa demonstration was a climax to 
three days of demonstrations by the million 
Canadians who claim all or part Ukrainian 
ancestry, in major cities. 


Jean Vanier ‘*Wake-a-thon” 
emulated by other schools 


(ТУС5)- -Моу. 25, 2004 at 9:30 pm, Grade 
7-9 students of Jean Vanier Catholic School 
from Sherwood Park, hosted an overnight 
“Wake-A-Thon,” a fundraising event in sup- 
port of democratic Presidential elections in 
Ukraine. 65 Junior High students camped out 
overnight in the school and managed to 
fundraise over $1800.00 for democratic pro- 
cess in Ukraine. 

“In a symbolic gesture of solidarity, our 
Junior High students set up a “Tent City” in 
our school gymnasium and camped out over- 
night to fundraise money,” said Vanessa 
Shewchuk, Grade 8 student. 

These young Canadians were planning to 
promote general Canadian community aware- 
ness for political events in Ukraine and 
fundraise money for young demonstrators in 
Kyiv. Even though, Jean Vanier School has a 
Ukrainian Bilingual program, there were 
many non-Ukrainian students who partici- 
pated in this “Wake-A-Thon”. 

“Tt was great to see junior high students 
standing up for human rights and democracy, 
values which are so dear to our Canadian so- 
ciety,’ said Bill Tonita, Principal. 

Nov. 25 was proclaimed as “Ukrainian De- 


Students at Jean Vanier School. 


mocracy Day” at Jean Vanier School. This 
day, all the students and staff were encour- 
aged to wear orange colours, as these are the 
official colours of Victor Yushchenko’s camp 
and democratic forces in Ukraine. 

The “Awake-A-Thon” event began with a 
special Candlelight Vigil for peaceful resolu- 
tion of the political conflict in Ukraine. “This 
was a moving experience for all the present 
tonight,” said Grade 8 student Brennan 
Belliveau. 

At about 11 pm, camp participants wel- 
comed Leon Benoit, Member of Parliament 
for Vegreville-Wainwright. Benoit came di- 
rectly from Ottawa and informed everybody 
that earlier that day he participated in a “Rally 
for Ukrainian Democracy” on the Parliament 
Hill. 

“Tt’s very important what you are doing here 
tonight. The more Canadians that know what 
is going on in Ukraine, and express the im- 
portance of having fair and democratic presi- 
dential elections, the more likely the world is 
going to put enough pressure on the present 
government in Ukraine”, said Benoit. 

“We were very interested to find out about 

Cont. on Page 24 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine’s Supreme 
Court and parliament have both con- 
vened today in separate processes 
addressing political and legal ques- 
tions around the country’s disputed 
presidential election. 

At parliament’s emergency ses- 
sion, deputies defeated an opposi- 
tion-backed, symbolic motion of no 
confidence in the government of 
Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovych, 
who was declared the winner of the 
presidential runoff of 21 November 
in official results. But lawmakers 
might debate a second, similar text 


again = today. 

If passed, the resolution would 
have no legal effect but could be 
seen as a major symbolic victory for 
the opposition, whose candidate, 
Viktor Yushchenko, has accused au- 
thorities of rigging and manipulat- 
ing the election. 

Yushchenko said yesterday that he 
was calling for the nonbinding no- 
confidence vote because the govern- 
ment had lost control of the country. 

The Supreme Court resumed 
hearings on opposition complaints 
that the election results were rigged 
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to give victory to Prime Minister 
Viktor Yanukovych. Under Ukrai- 
nian law, the court cannot rule on 
the overall result but can declare 
results invalid in individual districts. 

That decision is expected within 
several days. 

Reports, meanwhile, indicate that 
Yanukovych might be searching for 
a compromise. 

Speaking in Kyiv today, 
Yanukovych offered to let his rival 
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Parliament, Supreme Court convene over vote 


become prime minister in a new coa- 
lition government if Yushchenko 
would in turn recognize him as 
Ukrainian president. 

"І am ready to offer Viktor 
Andriyevych [Yushchenko] the post 
of prime minister, which will in fact 
become the top position of duty in 
our country under the new constitu- 
tion, so he can form a government 
together with a coalition,” 
Yanukovych said. 

The offer followed Yanukovych’s 
statement yesterday that he is wiil- 
ing to agree to a partial new presi- 


dential vote — in line with opposi- 
tion demands — but only in two re- 
gions where mass fraud is proven 
to have occurred. 

“Tf there is proof of falsification 
or that something was against the 
law and there is no doubt about it 
and if the experts have no doubts 
about it, I will accept that decision,” 
Yanukovych said. 

However, the initiatives have not 
drawn a positive response. Yush- 
chenko has ignored the offer of a 
repeat vote and rejected outright the 
prime ministerial post. 


Parliament rejects government 


(RFE/RL)—The Ukrainian par- 
liament passed a motion of no con- 
fidence today in the government of 
Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovych 
that was put forward by the opposi- 
tion, which is bitterly contesting the 
official results of the recent presi- 
dential vote through street demon- 
strations and legal challenges. 

The enforceability of today’s par- 
liamentary vote is unclear, since 
under the Ukrainian Constitution the 
power to dismiss the government 
also lies with the president. 

After parliament adopted the reso- 
lution, outgoing Ukrainian President 
Leonid Kuchma said only he will act 
in keeping with the constitution, sug- 
gesting that he will consider today’s 
parliamentary move a recommenda- 
tion rather than an obligation. 

Moreover, the legislature may not 
dismiss the prime minister within 
one year of its approval of a gov- 
ernment program, a step that the 
Verkhovna Rada took in March. The 
parliament in a separate vote today 
annulled its March resolution on 
approving the government’s pro- 
gram, but that move would likely 
face legal challenges if invoked to 
unseat Yanukovych. 

But the no-confidence measure 
delivers a strong political message 
as the two sides continue to disagree. 

Deputies in the parliament, the 
Verkhovna Rada, voted in favor of 
sacking Yanukovych’s government 
and forming a “government of na- 
tional trust.” 

The motion was supported by 229 
deputies, three more than required. 

Today’s vote came minutes after 
deputies initially rejected the motion 
and after Kuchma announced that he 
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supports holding a new presidential 
election, not just a new ballot for the 
disputed second-round runoff of 
Nov. 21. 

Meanwhile today, a team of inter- 
national of mediators is in Kyiv for 
urgent talks aimed at defusing the 
crisis. EU High Representative for 
Common Foreign and Security 
Policy Javier Solana spoke to report- 
ers shortly after arriving in Kyiv ear- 
lier today. 

“I am optimistic, I should be op- 
timistic,” Solana said. “And I am 
sure that with the goodwill of ev- 
erybody, we will see progress in the 
coming days.” 

Solana is due to be joined later by 
Polish President Aleksander 
Kwasniewski, Lithuanian President 
Valdas Adamkus, and Jan Kubis, the 
head of the Organization for Secu- 
rity and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE). Also expected is Boris 
Gryzlov, speaker of the Russian 
Duma. 

U.S President George W. Bush, 
urging Ukrainian’s to find a peace- 
ful solution to the crisis, wished the 
mediators well in a telephone call 
to Poland’s Kwasniewski. 

“Our common goal is to see the 
will of the Ukrainian people pre- 
vail,” Bush reportedly said. 

The mediators hope to bring to- 
gether supporters of both Prime 
Minister Yanukovych and opposi- 
tion leader Viktor Yushchenko, one 
day after the opposition said it was 
breaking off negotiations and re- 
suming its blockade of government 
buildings. 

Demonstrators this morning sur- 
rounded and virtually blocked off 
the offices of parliament, the gov- 
ernment, and the president in the 
capital today, according to RFE/ 
RL’s Kyiv bureau. 

In talks on Nov. 26, the mediators 
persuaded Yanukovych, the declared 
winner of the Nov. 21 poll, and 
Yushchenko to seek to resolve their 
dispute through talks. The opposi- 
tion pulled out of those talks yester- 
day after they failed to make any 
headway. 

The Dutch EU Presidency today 
suggested that a re-run of Ukraine’s 
disputed presidential election might 
be the only way out of that country’s 
political crisis. 

Dutch Europe Minister Atzo 
Nicolai told the European Parlia- 
ment today that he believes the cur- 
rent deadlocked outcome of the vote 
is ultimately unacceptable to all. 
Nicolai said the new elections would 
have to be conducted in a free, fair, 
and transparent manner. 

Authorities in Ukraine’s eastern 
region of Donetsk said today they 
will hold a referendum on Jan. 9 
concerning limited autonomy. 

Boris Kolesnikov, the head of the 
Donetsk regional legislative coun- 
cil, made the announcement at a 


council meeting in Donetsk. 

“The regional council has decided 
to hold on Jan. 9, 2005 a regional 
consultative [nonbinding] referen- 
dum on the regional council’s deci- 
sion to propose changes to the Con- 
stitution of Ukraine, giving the 
Donetsk region the status of a self- 
governing constituent within a fed- 
eration, while respecting the terri- 
torial integrity of Ukraine,” 
Kolesnikov said. 

Kolesnikov said the referendum, 
in Yanukovych’s home region, 
should not be construed as a sepa- 
ratist drive, as some have inter- 
preted. 

Donetsk Governor Anatoliy 
Bliznyuk also said the region is not 
seeking full autonomy. The details 
of the referendum must be worked 
out within eight days. 

The Supreme Court also contin- 
ued hearings today on opposition 
complaints that the presidential elec- 
tion was manipulated. Under Ukrai- 
nian law, the court cannot rule on 
the overall result but can declare re- 
sults invalid in individual districts. 

That decision is expected some- 
time in the next several days. 

Ukraine’s economy is seeing the 
strain of the political crisis. Kuchma, 
who has warmed that the economy 
could collapse, met with officials to- 
day to consider measures to stabi- 
lize the financial markets. 

The central bank has already 
tightened controls on cash opera- 
tions and dollar sales to prevent a 
banking crisis and slow capital 
flight. 

In an apparent bid to defuse the 
crisis, Yanukovych yesterday of- 
fered Yushchenko the post of prime 
minister in exchange for both men 
to be withdrawn from fresh elec- 
tions, but Yushchenko has publicly 
ignored the offer. 


Yushchenko would 


agree to repeat runoff 
(RFE/RL)—Opposition Ukrainian 
presidential candidate Viktor й 
Yushchenko said today he would 
agree to a repeat of the Nov. 21 
election but rejected a proposal for 
an entirely new election. 

After the multiparty meeting out- 
going President Leonid Kuchma 
said the two sides reached other 
agreements. 

“The parties reaffirm their deter- 
mination to exclude the use of force 
in resolving the problems that fol- 
lowed the second round of Ukrai- 
nian presidential elections,” he said. 
“The parties agreed to immediately 
end the blockade of government 
bodies and create conditions for 
their functioning.” 

Yushchenko met this evening with 
his rival and declared winner in the 
November poll, Prime Minister 
Viktor Yanukovych, and with Ukrai- 
nian government officials and for- 
eign diplomats in an attempt to re- 
solve the political crisis that has 
gripped the country since elections. 


ey 
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Supreme Court hears closing arguments over vote 


(RFE/RL)—’The Ukrainian Su- 
preme Court is convening for a 
fourth day today to hear an opposi- 
tion challenge to November’s dis- 
puted presidential contest, while op- 
position protesters continue to 
gather in the capital Kyiv. 

The 21-judge panel was to hear fi- 
nal statements from representatives 
of the two rival presidential contend- 
ers and the Central Election Com- 
mission before retiring into a sepa- 
rate chamber to deliberate its verdict, 
possibly expected tomorrow. 

The court’s ruling took on even 
greater importance after internation- 
ally mediated talks yesterday report- 
edly produced an agreement be- 
tween opposition candidate Viktor 
Yushchenko and Prime Minister 
Viktor Yanukovych, the declared 
winner of the election, that they 
would respect the ruling. 

A Supreme Court decision could 
come within hours or days. 

Correspondents suggest that new 
voting now seems likely as part of a 
resolution to the crisis, but it is not 
clear whether in the form of a re- 
peat of the second-round runoff, as 
Yushchenko has demanded, or a 
whole new election, as outgoing 
President Leonid Kuchma has re- 
portedly proposed. 

Meanwhile, outgoing President 
Leonid Kuchma today won Russian 
President Vladimir Putin’s backing 
against calls for a repeat of the presi- 
dential runoff. 

Putin, who met Kuchma at an air- 
port near Moscow, said a repeat 
“may fail to work.” 

“A repeat of the second round [of 
the presidential election] may fail to 
work too. Will it have to be held 
three, four, or 25 times then, until 
one of the parties gets the desired 

result?” Putin said. 

Both Kuchma and Putin sup- 
ported Yanukovych in the presiden- 


tial vote. 


EU presses for rerun 


of runoff election 
By Ahto Lobjakas 

(RFE/RL) — Some kind of new 
vote looks increasingly likely in 
Ukraine but the debate for now is 
about what form any new elections 


should take. 

Late yesterday, mediators includ- 
ing the presidents of Poland and 
Lithuania, as well as the speaker of 
the Russian Duma and the EU’s for- 
eign policy chief, brought together 
rival candidates Viktor Yushchenko 
and Viktor Yanukovych for talks in 
Kyiv. 

Afterwards, outgoing Ukrainian 
President Leonid Kuchma said the 
two rivals had agreed to work to- 
gether to prepare new elections: 
“The parties reached an agreement 
to establish an expert group which 
will conduct an urgent legal analy- 
sis and make the necessary propos- 
als to complete the presidential elec- 
tions in Ukraine on the basis of the 
verdict of the Supreme Court of 
Ukraine. So we all understand that 
there will be a need to make changes 
to Ukraine’s current legislation.” 

Ukraine’s Supreme Court is set to 
meet for a fourth day today to con- 
sider opposition appeals to invali- 
date on the basis of fraud in the Nov. 
21 runoff, which was officially won 
by Prime Minister Yanukovych. 

Kuchma also said that both 
Yanukovych and Yushchenko had 
agreed to respect the Supreme 
Court’s eventual ruling, which could 
prove decisive in resolving a dispute 
that has brought thousands of 
Yushchenko supporters to the streets 
of Kyiv. 

Significantly, Yanukovych also 
said yesterday for the first time that 
he, too, believes the runoff was 
marred by fraud. 

While momentum appears to be 
building for new polls, it remains 
unclear what form they would take. 

Yushchenko says he wants a re- 
peat of the second-round runoff — 
and not a completely new election, 
as was suggested by Kuchma. 

Yushchenko’s call found an echo 
in Brussels during a special session 
of the European Parliament. Euro- 
pean Affairs Minister Atzo Nicolai 
of the Netherlands, which holds the 
EU’s rotating presidency, told depu- 
ties that the EU also wants a rerun 
of the second round: “Frankly 
speaking, I don’t see how all the 
complaints that have been filed [af- 
ter] the second round of elections 
can be solved in such a way that the 


outcome of this round of elections 
is ultimately acceptable to all. And 
in such a case a new second round 
of elections may be the only way 
out.” 

Addressing European deputies, 
Dutch official Nicolai said the EU 
would attach a number of conditions 
to arerun. He said the polls must be 
“free, fair and transparent,” with a 
level playing field for both candi- 
dates across Ukraine. He added that 
the most contested issues — such 
as absentee ballots and access for 
election observers — must be re- 
solved beforehand. 

Speaking on behalf of the 
parliament’s largest conservative 
bloc, Polish Deputy Jacek Sayusz- 
Wolski said the EU must be pre- 
pared for all scenarios: “We should 
foresee two scenarios: Negative — 
meaning a violation of democracy, 
then the eventual introduction of 
sanctions aimed at the undemocratic 
regime; second, positive, generous 
assistance and helping hand, if de- 
mocracy wins in Ukraine.” 

EU officials and leaders of the 
larger factions in the parliament 
avoided talk of Ukraine’s possible 
EU membership, promising instead 
increased aid and closer political 
ties. However, many deputies said 
Ukraine must be given a member- 
ship perspective provided the out- 
come of the electoral dispute is sat- 
isfactory. 

Borys Tarasyuk, an opposition 
politician who heads the European 
Affairs Committee of the Ukrainian 
parliament, also attended the session 
in Brussels. 

Speaking later to the European 
Parliament’s Foreign Affairs Com- 
mittee, Tarasyuk said a rerun is pos- 
sible under a number of conditions. 
He said the Central Electoral Com- 
mission must be replaced, and the 
current government must resign. 
Also, Tarasyuk said Kuchma must 
outlaw absentee ballots, which he 
said had contributed to up to 
800,000 fraudulent votes for 
Yanukovych. 

He also said the EU and other in- 
ternational groups, such as the Or- 


Supreme Court invalidates 
calls for new polls 


election, 


(RFE/RL)—Tens of thousands of 
Yushchenko supporters thronging 
Kyiv’s Independence ~ Square 
erupted in cheers tonight after hear- 
ing news of the Supreme Court’s rul- 
ing. 

The ruling after five days of court 
deliberations backed arguments by 
Yushchenko’s camp that the vote 
had been subject to systematic fraud. 
It also appeared to run counter to 
what outgoing President Leonid 
Kuchma had sought in nearly two 
weeks of bitter wrangling.” 

Announcing the decision, Su- 
preme Court Chairman Anatoliy 
Yarema told reporters that a rerun 
of the second round of the elections 
that pitted Yushchenko against 
Yanukovych would be held by Dec. 
26: “To order the Central Election 
Commission to call a repeat of the 

[runoff] elections of the president of 
Ukraine in the period determined by 
Part 1 of Article 85 of the Ukrainian 
law on presidential elections [three 
weeks], starting from December 5, 
2004.” 

The announcement appeared to 


- рис an end to days of speculation 


regarding what form of reelection, 
if any, Ukraine would stage. 

While Yushchenko had pressed 
hard for a repeat of the runoff, 
Kuchma and his hand-picked suc- 
cessor Yanukovych had sought a 
completely new election, which 
would have required up to three 
months to be organized and kept 
Kuchma in office for that time. 

Yesterday, Kuchma had secured 
the backing of Russian President 
Vladimir Putin for his position in 
talks in Moscow. 

The Russian leader, who had re- 
ceded from the debate in recent 
days, said a repeat of the Noy. 21 
runoff would “yield nothing” and 
backed Kuchma’s call for a fresh 
election: “We express our support 
for everything you are doing to 
strengthen the country and to find a 
way out of the crisis, and I want to 
assure you that Russia will always 
be with Ukraine and will always 
support and help Ukraine in all its 
efforts aimed at stabilizing the situ- 


ation in the country.” 

Putin’s remarks on the eve of the 
court’s ruling left analysts wonder- 
ing if Russia would have a final say 
in a crisis that has strained relations 
between Moscow and the West. 

But the court ruling was greeted 
as a victory by Yushchenko’s camp 
and his tens of thousands of support- 
ers who, for 12 days have staged 
massive street protests in Kyiv. 

In Independence Square, the pro- 
testers waved blue-and-yellow 
Ukrainian and orange opposition 
flags and chanted “Yu-shchen-ko! 
Yu-shchen-ko!” The crackle of fire- 
works could be heard in the distance. 

Outside the courtroom, 
Yushchenko’s lawyers were jubilant. 
Mykola Katerinchuk, the 
Yushchenko lawyer who wrote the 
appeal, said: “This is a great victory 
of all people who have been stand- 
ing at the square, a great victory for 
Ukrainian Democracy.” 

Meanwhile, representatives from 
Yanukovych and the official Central 
Election Commission left the court- 
house before the judges announced 
their decision. 


ganization for Security and Coop- 
eration in Europe, must ensure a 
large-scale observer presence at any 
new poll. 

“We insist there be a heavy, wide- 
spread presence and supervision on 
the part of the OSCE, and for this 
we expect that the European Parlia- 
ment will recommend to the Euro- 
pean Commission and the [EU] 
member states to allocate appropri- 
ate resources to send additional in- 
ternational observers from member 


states — like the United States did 
— by financing an additional 1,000 
international observers from neigh- 
boring countries, some of the EU 
member states,” he said. “I think this 
is the time for the EU to make this 
investment into Ukraine’s democ- 
racy.” 

Earlier, the EU’s external affairs 
commissioner, Benita Ferrero- 
Waldner, indicated to the parliament 
that the EU could finance such an 
effort. 
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(RFE/RL)—The Ukrainian par- 
liament convened today to prepare 
the legal framework for a repeat of 
the flawed Noy. 21 presidential vote, 
but the chamber adjourned after fail- 
ing to endorse a package of election- 
reform bills demanded by the oppo- 
sition. 

The opposition insists the amend- 
ments are necessary to ensure that a 
new runoff vote, expected on Dec. 
26, is free and fair. They are prima- 
rily aimed at amending election leg- 
islation and reshuffling the Central 
Election Commission. 

Deputies met in an emergency 
session to prepare for a new presi- 
dential runoff between Prime Min- 
ister Viktor Yanukovych and oppo- 
sition candidate Viktor Yushchenko 
in the wake of a landmark verdict 
by the Supreme Court yesterday. 

Communist and pro-government 
deputies refused to back the propos- 
als after opposition lawmakers said 
they would not vote until after the 
runoff on a separate package of con- 
stitutional amendments curbing 
presidential powers. A second emer- 
gency session scheduled for tomor- 
row was canceled. 

The Supreme Court ruling has 
been welcomed as a major victory 
by opposition candidate Yushchen- 
ko and his supporters, who have 
been staging mass demonstrations 
for nearly two weeks. 

Also today, the embattled Central 
Election Commission announced its 
recommendation to hold the new 
vote on Dec. 26. The advice of the 
commission, whose members the 
opposition has insisted must be re- 
placed, has to be approved by par- 
liament and then signed by the presi- 
dent before it can take effect. 

Thousands of people thronged the 
streets of Kyiv last night to celebrate 
the announcement of the Supreme 
Court verdict. 

Judges said the poll should be 
annulled because of widespread 
fraud and that a new election should 
be held in the coming weeks. 

Judges sustained an appeal by 
Yushchenko, who said the runoff 
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vote had been rigged to give victory 
to his opponent, Prime Minister 
Yanukovych. 

Yushchenko told supporters after 
the verdict was announced that the 
ruling was a victory for their “or- 
ange revolution” and 12 days of 
nonstop, massive street protests. 

“We proved that there is a civil 
society in Ukraine,” said Yushchen- 
ko, who made the need for change 
the central refrain of his campaign 
against the administration-backed 
Yanukovych. 

Yushchenko appears well-set for 
victory in the new vote, which is ex- 
pected to be held on Dec. 26 based 
on the Supreme Court’s announce- 
ment. But first, the logistics must be 
worked out. 

The parliament, or Verkhovna 
Rada, was seeking to set the legal 
framework for the late-December 
balloting at its aborted emergency 


Rada makes no headway on new vote 


session today. 

Yushchenko’s supporters are 
pushing for changes in the member- 
ship of the 15-member Central Elec- 
tion Commission — which has been 
largely discredited by its refusal to 
consider seriously evidence of wide- 
spread flaws in the voting — and to 
amend election legislation in hopes 
of preventing vote fraud in the re- 
peat vote. 

Opposition-led deputies have de- 
manded that outgoing President Le- 
onid Kuchma dismiss Yanukovych 
and his government and appoint a 
new, caretaker cabinet in light of a 
no-confidence vote in parliament on 
Dec. 1. Until all that happens, 
Yushchenko said last night that he 
wants his supporters to keep up their 
demonstrations. 

“We demand that the Central 
Election Commission be dismissed. 
These people betrayed their oath, 
[and] betrayed millions of Ukraini- 
ans. They should be dismissed,” 
Yushchenko said. 


Ukraine mired in fresh standoff 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine’s pro-West- 
em opposition was today locked in 
a fresh standoff with the government 
that is raising fears over preparations 
for a repeat of the country’s flawed 
late-November presidential election. 

Outgoing President Leonid 
Kuchma is insisting on constitu- 
tional reforms that would dilute the 
powers of the next president. 

Political analysts say opposition 
candidate Viktor Yushchenko is the 
front-runner to win the presidency 
in a new two-man runoff against 
Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovych 
that 1s tentatively slated for Dec. 26. 

Yushchenko supporters in parlia- 
ment are refusing to back constitu- 
tional reforms proposed by Kuchma 
that would undermine presidential 
powers. 

Opposition supporters held fresh 
street protests in the capital today. 

Some political analysts suggest 
that Kuchma’s aim as he steps down 
after 10 years of rule is to maintain 
his influence through parliament, 
where his support is still strong. 

They note that the reforms would 
transfer power from the president to 
the parliament on appointing all top 
government posts except for the 
prime minister, defense, and foreign 
ministers. The president’s candi- 
dates for those three posts would 
need to be approved by lawmakers. 

The dispute also has blocked im- 
portant changes to Ukraine’s elec- 
toral law that the opposition says are 
needed to prevent similar fraud to 
that which has sparked two weeks 
of intense public demonstrations. 

Correspondents reported that 
thousands of demonstrators were 
massed today at government build- 
ings and on Kyiv’s central Indepen- 
dence Square. They are vowing to 
stay until the path is clear for the re- 
peat presidential balloting expected 
on Dec. 26. 

At a Kyiv rally last night, 
Yushchenko told supporters that 
Kuchma must replace Ukraine’s 
Central Electoral Commission and 
dismiss the government of Prime 
Minister Viktor Yanukovych — the 
pro-Russia presidential candidate 
whose cabinet lost a no-confidence 
vote in the parliament on Dec. 1. 

Yushchenko insists on changes-in 
government and the election com- 
mission before the new vote. 

“Until the president issues a de- 
cree dismissing members of the 
Central Electoral Commission and 
sets up new commission, until he 
dismisses the de jure government 
and adopts the ruling on the elec- 
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tion on 26 December, all dialogue 
is useless,’ Yushchenko said. 

Yushchenko’s campaign team 
wants the electoral changes to be ap- 
proved before the repeat vote. It 
wants any constitutional changes to 
be considered after the elections. 

Kuchma, who backed 
Yanukovych during the run-up to the 
presidential vote, accuses the oppo- 
sition of reneging on pledges to 
prove both electoral reforms and 
constitutional curbs on the presiden- 
tial powers. 

Kuchma has appealed for Russian 
and European mediators to return to 
Kyiv for talks tomorrow. 

An aide to Aleksander 
Kwasniewski said today that the 
Polish president will mediate that 
new round of negotiations. EU High 
Representative for Common For- 
eign and Security Policy Javier 
Solana, Lithuanian President Valdas 
Adamkus, and Russian Duma 
Speaker Boris Gryzlov are also ex- 
pected to participate. 

Also today, the chairman-in-office 
of the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), 
Bulgarian Foreign Minister 
Solomon Pasi, urged Ukrainian of- 
ficials to allow international observ- 
ers full access to the new presiden- 
tial vote process. He also called for 
the voting to comply with OSCE 
standards of fairness, and he re- 
quested that Ukraine’s authorities 
ensure "ап honest campaign and im- 
partial state media.” 

Pasi called on the OSCE’s 55 
member states to send election ob- 
servers to help monitor the voting 
in the expected Dec. 26 runoff. 

Opposition leader Yushchenko 
said in separate interviews published 
today that he is receiving death 
threats and that his family has gone 
into hiding for fear of their safety. 

The remarks came in separate in- 
terviews with BBC televison and 
Britain’s “Sunday Telegraph” news- 
paper today. Yushchenko also said 
he had expected an attack on his per- 
son during the run-up to the now- 
annulled presidential election. 

Yushchenko said he is still deter- 
mined to find out the facts behind 
the mystery illness that disfigured 
his face during the election cam- 

paign. He referred to that illness as 
aresult of poisoning and said he will 
soon reveal to the world “all the de- 
tails of what they gave me to look 
like this.” 
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Negotiation standoff continues 


By Jeremy Bransten 

(RFE/RL)—Anyone who thought 
that Leonid Kuchma had put himself 
in a comer by being on the wrong 
side of Ukraine’s “orange revolu- 
tion” underestimated the political 
savvy of the outgoing president. 

Opposition politician Yuliya 
Tymoshenko warned in Kyiv on 
Dec. 5 that Kuchma was not about 
to concede defeat. 

“First of all, І am sure that [out- 
going Ukrainian President] Leonid 
Kuchma, who is leaving the politi- 
cal arena, will not give up political 
power in a calm and civilized man- 
ner. It will be a big mistake to imag- 
ine that he is ready to leave — even 
with guarantees [from Ukraine’s 
opposition], Tymoshenko said. 

Far from giving up the political 
reins, Kuchma now is in a position 
to be Ukraine’s ultimate power bro- 
ker. And that fact is giving the op- 
position a big headache. 

Just three weeks remain before the 
expected rerun of the second round 
of balloting, on Dec. 26. To avoid 
the problems that plagued the now- 
invalidated Nov. 21 runoff, opposi- 
tion leader Viktor Yushchenko has 
made three basic demands. 

Yushchenko wants Kuchma to 
disband the current election com- 
mission and appoint a new body, 
made up of impartial representa- 
tives. He also is demanding changes 
to the election law, to end the use of 
absentee ballots and to disallow vot- 
ing from home — two measures that 
the opposition says were widely 
used to falsify the earlier ballot. 

Yushchenko also wants Kuchma 
to sack the current government, 
headed by his election rival Prime 
Minister Viktor Yanukovych, fol- 
lowing a recent no confidence vote 
in parliament. 

So far, the opposition demands 
have stalled in parliament. Kuchma 
says he is prepared to recommend 
approval of the changes, but only if 
Yushchenko agrees to simultaneous 
constitutional reforms that will shift 
power from the presidency to the 
prime minister. 

Kuchma claims Yushchenko 
agreed to such a bargain during 
roundtable talks last week with Eu- 
ropean mediators. Kuchma com- 
mented on the situation again today. 

“This [proposed political reform], 
in my opinion, can provide the an- 
swer [to the opposition’s demands], 
including the dismissal of the gov- 
ernment. If there is such a wish [to 
sack the government], it is necessary 
to make changes to the constitution 
and then immediately start forming 
a new government on the basis of 
those changes,” Kuchma said. 

Kataryna Wolczuk, a Ukraine 
analyst at Britain’s University of 
Birmingham, says the opposition 
faces a dilemma. 

“This is really a no-win situation 
for the opposition because either 
they will get the guarantees [that will 
ensure a clean vote] but the presi- 
dency will be significantly weak- 
ened and power will be shifted to 
the parliament and prime minister, 
or they won’t have the guarantees 
and they won’t be reassured that 
what happened on Nov. 21 won’t be 
repeated on Dec. 26,” Wolczuk said. 

Under Ukraine’s current constitu- 
tion, it is up to the president to nomi- 
nate members of the election com- 
mission, for parliament’s approval. 
Without Kuchma’s cooperation, 
Wolczuk says that Yushchenko risks 
going into the election facing the 
same rigged process that defeated 
him the last time. 

“The president has to submit new 
nominees and he has refused to do 
so, 80 far. So the parliament has по 


candidacies to work with. And with- 
out the president, it is actually rather 
difficult to organize the process be- 
cause the president is such a crucial 
player,’ Wolczuk said. 

The constitutional changes pro- 
posed by Kuchma would gut the 
presidency in favor of a greatly 
strengthened parliament. The presi- 
dent would lose the power to appoint 
all government ministers, except for 
the prime minister, foreign and de- 
fense ministers. The head of state 
would also lose exclusive control of 
the intelligence services. 

Kuchma, who originally proposed 
the changes earlier this year, months 
before the election crisis, says the 
changes would put Ukraine in line 
with other European democracies. 
But the opposition claims it is sim- 
ply a ploy for Kuchma and his al- 
lies to retain control of power even 
in the face of victory by 
Yushchenko. 

All sides agree that the Ukrainian 
Constitution could benefit from 
some amendments, but Yushchenko 
says changing the country’s found- 
ing law should not be done in a hurry 
and with such obvious political mo- 
tivation. 

Wolczuk says Kuchma has a his- 
tory of seeking to amend the consti- 
tution to suit his needs. 

“Tt’s not the first time. Not even 
earlier this year, it wasn’t the first 
time that Kuchma tried to change the 
constitution. In 2000, he staged a 
referendum again under very suspi- 
cious circumstances. Widespread 
rigging was also alleged at the time, 
although it didn’t create such reper- 
cussions internationally. So in 2000, 
Kuchma tried to strengthen his pow- 
ers. Last year, he started talking 
about weakening the presidency. So 
it very much seems to be that the 
type of constitutional reform advo- 
cated by Kuchma depends on his 
own chances and his own prospects 
within Ukraine. And this fundamen- 
tally undermines the whole project,” 
Wolczuk said. 


Yushchenko says street 


protests to continue 

(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian opposition 
leader Viktor Yushchenko has called 
on his supporters to maintain their 
street blockades of government of- 
fices in Kyiv until steps are taken to 
ensure a fair new election. 

Yushchenko told supporters in 
Kyiv’s Independence Square on the 
evening of Dec. 5 that the opposi- 
tion is demanding that parliament 
and outgoing President Leonid 
Kuchma both approve electoral-law 
changes to prevent fraud in the re- 
peat runoff between Yushchenko 
and Prime Minister Viktor 
Yanukovych that is tentatively 
scheduled for Dec. 26. 

Yushchenko urged the parliament 
to return from a recess to pass the 
amendments by Dec. 8. 

Yushchenko said the opposition 
also demands that Kuchma replace 
the members of the Central Election 
Commission and sack Yanuko- 
vych’s government, in line with a 
recent parliamentary no-confidence 
vote. 

Also that day, the Ukrainian oppo- 
sition asked the Organization for Se- 
curity and Cooperation in Europe to 
send 2,000 observers to monitor the 
repeat presidential runoff election. 

An opposition representative, 
former foreign minister Boris 
Tarasyuk, said the new poll “re- 
quires a much bigger presence” of 
observers than the previous runoff, 
which was mired in fraud. 


The OSCE has already said it 
wants to field a big observer team. 

EU foreign policy chief Javier 
Solana was due to join the Polish 
and Lithuanian presidents and a 
Russian envoy in Kyiv today for 
further mediation efforts. 


Opposition to be 
smeared with terror 


attack, says official 
By Askold Krushelnycky, 
The Independent (UK) 

Ukraine’s embattled government 
is ready to stage faked terrorist at- 
tacks to destabilise the country and 
discredit the opposition ahead of a 
rerun of the presidential vote, a se- 
nior government source has told The 
Independent. 

The official, who works for the 
government of the Moscow-backed 
candidate and current Prime Minis- 
ter Viktor Yanukovych, said: “One 
of the plans is to blow up a pipeline 
and blame it on opposition support- 
ers. Ukraine is the key transit coun- 
try for Russian gas supplies to the 
West.” 

Yanukovych’s backers fear the 
prospect of their candidate losing to 
Viktor Yushchenko and are ready to 
plunge the country into economic 
chaos, the source revealed. “They 
are planning to use criminals — 
plain bandits — that they have a 
hold over.” The source said that a 
senior member of the government 
had been tasked with overseeing ter- 
rorist acts. 

Supporters of Yanukovych and 
the current President Leonid 
Kuchma will also seek to play on 
fears that inflation will wipe out 
people’s savings as it did after the 
disintegration of the Soviet Union. 

There has already been a run on 
banks and black market money 
changers are returning to the streets 
with far higher dollar and euro ex- 
change rates. 

The government has already sug- 
gested that it will not be able to pay 
pensions and government salaries in 
December, although the opposition 
claims there are adequate reserves 
to pay everything. 

The government source told The 
Independent that Putin said, at a 
meeting with Kuchma in Moscow 
last Thursday, that Russia will back 
the Ukrainian government whatever 
measures it takes, including force, 
in order to stop Yushchenko win- 
ning. 

Many sections of the Ukrainian 
armed forces and police have either 
said they will not take action against 
Ukrainian demonstrators or will de- 
fend the opposition if necessary. 


ХРИСТОС РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ! 
СЛАВІТЕ ЙОГО! 


З нагоди радісних Свят Різдва Христового 


й Нового Року, 


складаю найщиріші побажання 


усій Ієрархії Помісної 
Української Католицької 
Церкви, Всесвітлішим 
Всечеснішим і Преподобним 
Отцям, Преподобним 
Cecmpam, ycim вірним 


едмонтонської єпархії, та всьому 
українському народові на поселенях 


й на Рідних Землях. 


+ Лаврентій Гуцуляк, ЧСВВ 
Єпископ Едмонтонської Єпархії 


The Bishop Budka Charitable Society in Wy 
collaboration with Ukrainian Canadian Social S3¥¥ 
Services and the Human Rights, Citizenship 7 

and Multiculturalism Education Fund 
is now offering a full range of 
CONFIDENTIAL, FREE, HELPING SERVICES tailored to 
meet the needs of immigrants from Eastern Europe including: 


*COUNSELLING (individual/ couples/ family) "SUPPORT GROUPS 
*CONSULTING *CAREER COUNSELLING *WORKSHOPS 
*STRESS/ HEALTH MANAGEMENT 
“INFORMATION, REFERRAL, ADVOCACY 
OFFICE OR YOUR HOME APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE 
DAY, EVENING, WEEKEND AND OUT OF TOWN 
SERVICES AVAILABLE IN ENGLISH, UKRAINIAN, SERBIAN AND CROATIAN 


Please call us at: (780) 471-5606 E-mail: simcisin@yahoo.ca 


Fax: (780) 477-0617 


Advisory Council on Alberta-Ukraine Relations Й 
Доралча Рада з Альбертсько- Українських Відносин | 8k 


Веселих Різдвяних Свят 
українській громаді 
від ДРАУВ 


We extend Christmas greetings 


to the Ukrainian community 
from the ACAUR 


Your bank should 


help you catch the spirit and 
bring you a flurry of warm wishes. 


Home of the Ukrainian Community Council 
Delton Branch 

12809 - 82 Street 

Call Ruth at 496-2338 

or Kathy at 496-2103 


Everything your bank should бе." 


(Є) capita City 5АМІМС5 


CHRIST IS BORN! 
MERRY CHRISTMAS 
AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR! 


I extend to all the Ukrainian Catholic 
Hierarchy, Reverend Fathers, 
Sisters and all the faithful in 
Edmonton Eparchy, in the 
diaspora and in Ukraine, my 
very best wishes for a joyous 
Christmas season with hopes 
that the coming year brings 
peace, health and spiritual growth 
to all. "Grace and peace to you 
from God our Father and from the 
Lord Jesus Christ” (Ephesians 1:2). 


+ Lawrence Huculak, OSBM 
Bishop of the Eparchy of Edmonton 


Ukrainian Professional and Business 
Association of Edmonton 

#1, 12227 - 107 Ave, Edmonton, T5M 1Y9 
Tel: (780) 488-3693, Fax: (780) 488-3859, 
E-mail: ukrnews@interbaun.com 


ХРИСТОС РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ! 
Веселих Свят та Щасливого Нового Року. 


онко З 


Wishing you health and happiness this 
holiday season and throughout 
the coming year. 


«СЛАВА УКРАЇНІ!» 


May the Christ Child bring Joy, 
Peace and Happiness to All. 


from 


EDWARD M. SOUTHERN 
Honorary Consul of Ukraine for Alberta 


CONSULATE OF UKRAINE 
1840, 444 - 5th Ave. SW 

Calgary, Alberta T2P 2T8 

Ph: (403) 265-7711 Fax: (403) 265-7733 
e-mail: ed.southern@telus.net 


KROES ENERGY INC. 
1840, 444 - 5th AVE SW 
CALGARY, ALBERTA T2P 2T8 


«СЛАВА УКРАЇНІ!» 


May the Spirit 
of Christmas bring you 
Peace and Happiness 
now and throughout 
the New Year. 


З Різдвом Христовим 


святом великої радости та надії, щиро вітає голову Помісної Української Католицької 
Церкви, Блаженішого Патріярха Любомира, Високопреосвященного Митрополита 
Михаїла, Преосвященного Владику Лаврентія, усе Духовенство, Чернецтво, Мирян, 
Проводи і Членство Українських Громадських, Організацій та Інституцій та ввесь 


Український Нарід у світі. 


З нами Бог! 


Христос Народився -- Славімо Його! 
Веселих Свят і щасливого Нового Року 


складає 


_ ЦЕНТРАЛЯ УКРАЇНЦІВ 
КАТОЛИКІВ 
Едмонтонської Кпархії 
з її складовими організаціями 
у Давид Коваль, голова Централі 
Иосип Синишин, голова Братства УКК 


Гелен Сірман, голова ЛУКЖК 
Маргарета Батті, голова УКЮК 
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Rada adjourns without decision 


(RFE/RL/UkrNews)—Rival factions in Ukraine’s 
parliament today failed to agree on passing electoral 
changes aimed at ensuring a fair vote in the nation’s 
Dec. 26 repeat presidential runoff. 

Parliament speaker Volodymyr Lytvyn said consul- 
tations on passing both electoral charges and constitu- 
tional reforms would continue tomorrow. 

He said outgoing President Leonid Kuchma was 
ready to attend the session and sign them into law im- 
mediately after the vote. 

Supporters of opposition candidate Viktor 
Yushchenko said the changes were necessary to close 
loopholes for fraud. 

But communists, socialists, and pro-government fac- 
tions said they would only pass the electoral changes 
simultaneously with a constitutional reform that would 
trim presidential powers. 

In a separate development, Kuchma today approved 
a medical leave for Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovych, 
who is running for president, and named First Deputy 
Prime Minister Mykola Azarov as temporary succes- 
sor. The move means that Kuchma cannot dismiss 
Yanukovich from the post of prime minister, as de- 
manded by the opposition, until he returns from leave 
— and that can last 10 days according to an old Soviet 
law that was never removed. 

Earlier that day, following six hours of overnight talks 
in Kyiv, Kuchma announced he is prepared to make 
two key concessions demanded by Yushchenko. 

However, Kuchma continued to insist that the oppo- 
sition agree to his demands concerning constitutional 
amendments, putting any deal in doubt. 

Kuchma announced after the talks that he is prepared 
to disband the Central Election Commission that was 
responsible for overseeing last month’s fraudulent elec- 
tions. 

Kuchma, speaking to reporters, said also that he is 
ready to support changes to the election law in advance 
of a repeat of the poll, due on Dec. 26. 

“[We] agreed on the need to introduce amendments 
to the law on electing Ukraine’s president that would 
envisage introducing a mechanism for conducting trans- 
parent and fair elections, making abuse and fraud im- 
possible,” Kuchma said. ; 

The changes would include eliminating the use of 
absentee ballots and voting from home — two mea- 
sures that the opposition says were widely used to fal- 
sify the second round of voting on Nov. 21. 

But Kuchma indicated that the opposition continues 
to refuse his proposal to amend the constitution to re- 
duce the powers of the president and transfer most au- 
thority to the parliament. Kuchma said that as a result 
of this deadlock, no deal was reached on the 
opposition’s third demand — the resignation of the cur- 
rent government, headed by Yanukovych. 

The opposition says that Yanukovych’s departure is 
especially important, as it would deprive the prime 
minister of what are called “administrative resources” 


to unfairly influence the campaign in the three weeks 
leading up to the election. 

“The differences mainly concern a package voting 
[in the Ukrainian parliament] on political reform on 
the one hand and government resignation on the other 
hand,” Kuchma said. 

The opposition said that any amendment to the con- 
stitution should be carefully considered and not rushed 
through three weeks before the election. Yushchenko 
and his backers accuse Kuchma of seeking the consti- 
tutional changes to deprive Yushchenko of power, 
should he emerge as the winner of the poll. 

In another development, Yanukovych reemerged in 
public at a rally in Kyiv yesterday after days out of the 
limelight. Yanukovych told his supporters that — far 
from representing change — his rival Yushchenko, who 
once served as the country’s central banker and prime 
minister, is a man of the past. 

“Today, I can say openly that two types of state power 
have existed in our country for the last two years — 
old power and new power,” Yanukovych said. “So our 
citizens should make their own conclusions whether 
Yanukovych is a candidate of the new power or the old 
power. I am sure that Yushchenko represents an attempt 
by the old power to seek revenge.” 

U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell, speaking to- 
day in the Bulgarian capital Sofia, before a meeting of 
the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Eu- 
rope, said the United States is not interested in carving 
out a sphere of influence in Ukraine. 

Responding to comments made by Russian Presi- 
dent Vladimir Putin yesterday, Powell said that the 
United States wants an outcome in Ukraine that reflects 
the genuine will of its people. 

Putin had accused the West of playing “sphere of 
interest” politics in Ukraine by pushing its own inter- 
ests in the name of democracy. 

Powell said spheres of influence is a term that isn’t 
relevant to the circumstances that the world faces to- 
day. He said foreign policy strategies have changed 
radically since the end of the Cold War that saw the 
collapse of the Soviet Union. 

Powell said all OSCE states had an interest in a swift, 
peaceful outcome of the crisis through a democratic 
process. 

He also exchanged verbal blows with Russian For- 
eign Minister Sergei Lavrov. 

Without mentioning Ukraine by name, Lavrov sug- 
gested that the West uses OSCE election monitors as a 
political tool to influence events in former Soviet states. 

Powell rejected that notion. He said the issue in 
Ukraine and other former Soviet states is about letting 
people choose their own leaders. Powell also criticized 
Russia on a host of issues, including the lack of rule of 
law and media freedom. 


Kyiv demonstrations 


‘incredible’: Winnipeg MP 
Winnipeg Free Press, Nov. 30, 2004 


MP Judy Wasylycia-Leis says gathering with protesters in Ukraine has 
been overwhelming. 


“It’s absolutely incredible being here,” said Wasylycia-Leis, опе of 
four MPs who travelled to Kyiv to represent the Canadian Parliament. 
“The way people have risen to the challenge of fighting this fraudulent 


election is extraordinary. 

The mood is one of absolute determination and perseverance in the 
face of great odds.” 

Yesterday (Nov. 29), Wasylycia-Leis spent a second straight day with 
nearly half a million others in cold, snowy Independence Square in the 
centre of Kyiv. Wasylycia-Leis is of Ukrainian descent — her father’s 


parents are from the Eastern European nation. 


She said the streets of the city are filled with protesters of all ages. 

“Many are living in tents on the street, peacefully demonstrating,” she 
said, adding there is a sense from protesters that a show of aggression by 
the military is imminent. 

“It’s been 13 years since they were granted independence, and they are 
fully prepared to stand up for their rights and freedoms.” 

She said Canada’s four main political parties are unified in their sup- 


port for a new election call in Ukraine. 


“We simply won’t accept the results,” she said. “We are calling on the 
Ukrainian government to call another election or concede to (opposition 
leader Viktor) Yushchenko.” 

And if another election is called, Canada will be watching, she vowed. 

“We will say to them, in no uncertain terms, that it does matter when 
democratic rights are trampled on,” she said. “We will say to them that 
Canada will be there to help co-ordinate another election.” 

Meantime, Orysia Sushko, national president of the Winnipeg-based 
Ukrainian-Canadian Congress, said she’s pleased Canada is taking a lead- 
ership role in the push for democracy in Ukraine. 

«І do believe our presence is being felt,” said Sushko, a Hamilton resi- 
dent in Winnipeg for meetings yesterday. 


“Certainly, Parliament has been working in co-operation with us.” 


Ukrainian Мемз/Українські вісті, December 8 - 21, 2004, 24 8 - 21 грудня, 2004 


Saskatchewan Ukrainians rally (Ке 


(UCC-SPC inform)—The support 
for Ukrainians currently protesting 
the Nov. 21 falsified presidential 
election results in their homeland 
spread to Saskatchewan’s two larg- 
est cities, Nov. 23 and 24. 

Members of Regina’s Ukrainian- 
Canadian community gathered at the 
Saskatchewan Legislative Building 
on Nov. 23, while upwards of 100 
attended a rally at Saskatoon City 
Hall on Nov. 24. Each gathering pro- 
tested the flawed presidential elec- 
tion in Ukraine and supported the 
people of Ukraine and their demo- 
cratically elected president, Viktor 
Yushchenko. 

Supporters at both locations wore 
orange in a show of solidarity with 
Yushchenko’s opposition move- 
ment. They brought Ukrainian flags 
and carried signs calling for democ- 
racy in Ukraine and unity among its 
people. 

In Regina, the Speaker of the Leg- 
islative Assembly, Myron Kowalsky 
met with the group and invited all 
for discussion and coffee. UCC-SPC 
President Eugene Krenosky joined 
the group to present the official po- 
sition from the Council. 

“The electoral process of the re- 
cently held election in Ukraine is of 
grave concern to all Ukrainians, in- 
cluding our community in 
Saskatchewan,” Krenosky said. 

“The press release from the Ukrai- 


Speaker of the нн Aescnies 
tion document from UCC-SPC President Eugene Krenosky. 


Myron Kowalsky accepting а posi- 


Winnipeggers rally for Ukraine 


Winnipeg Free Press, Nov. 25, 2004 

Ukrainian Canadians turned out 
last night (Nov. 24) to rally the 
cause of democracy in their home- 
land. 

To chants of “Yushchenko,” they 
listened to speeches from commu- 
nity leaders with the Ukrainian Ca- 
nadian Congress. They flew orange 
balloons and wore orange armbands 
and scarves to show solidarity with 
their relatives in Ukraine. 

In Kyiv, orange is the colour of 
democracy at peace rallies. Viktor 
Yushchenko, western-learning 
presidential challenger in the na- 


tional elections, wears a trademark 
orange scarf. 

An estimated 300 people stood 
beneath the statue of Ukrainian hero 
Taras Shevchenko on the legislature 
grounds. Shevchenko, a national 
poet of Ukraine in the 1800s, 
dreamed of independence. 

Many said that in the centuries of 
domination of their homeland, there 
has never been a moment like this. 

They listened to NDP cabinet 
minister Dave Chomiak call for de- 
mocracy and accepted greetings 
from Terry Duguid, who spoke on 
behalf of Reg Alcock, Manitoba’s 


senior MP in the Paul Martin gov- 
егатепі. 

There was а surge of feeling in 
Winnipeg that the moment for their 
homeland had arrived. 

“It’s time for them to stand up for 
democracy because if you don’t 
stand up now, you'll have а fight 
later and then there will be blood- 
shed,” warned retired teacher 
George Holowka, 60, an immigrant 
who came to Canada decades ago 
from Ukraine. 

In the crowd, young and old chat- 
ted and many talked of relatives 
from Manitoba who have flown 
over to Kyiv to take part in peace 
rallies. 

Halyna Jagnushewska said that 


nian World Congress and our par- 
ent organization, the National Ukrai- 
nian Canadian Congress, speaks to 
the issues of the October 31 elec- 
tion and the run-off election of No- 
vember 21. UCC-SPC supports and 
endorses the statements made 
therein.” 

Asking the Speaker to pass the 
comments on to Saskatchewan Pre- 
mier Lorne Calvert, Krenosky also 
requested that the provincial govern- 
ment urge the Federal Government 
of Canada to demonstrate strong 
leadership nationally and interna- 
tionally regarding the less-than- 
democratic Ukrainian election. 

In Saskatoon, UCC-SPC Execu- 
tive Director Danyle Puderak ad- 
dressed a crowd consisting of pri- 
mary school, high school and uni- 
versity students, as well as adults, 
seniors and clergy. 

“We aie gathered here today to 
show our solidarity with the people 
of Ukraine and we are here to show 
that Canadians support their aspira- 
tions for a free, open and democratic 
society,’ Puderak said. 

“Millions of Ukrainian citizens 

exercised their constitutional right 
to elect their president. In response, 
the authorities have shown a com- 
plete disrespect by manipulating, 
ignoring and falsifying the results,” 
he said, announcing the breaking 
news that Ukraine’s Central Elec- 
toral Commission declared the win- 
ner to be the government-backed 
candidate Viktor Yanukovych. 
. ЮСС-5РС Past President Adrian 
Boyko came forward to urge every- 
one to contact their MPs in order to 
help expedite a peaceful resolution 
to the situation in Ukraine. 

After a closing prayer, the singing 
of the national anthem of Ukraine 
formally concluded the rally. A full 
complement of local radio, televi- 
sion and print media was on hand to 
provide local, provincial and na- 
tional coverage. 


MERRY CHRISTMAS & A HAPPY NE W YEAR. 


Striving For Excellence In Catholic Education 


JANICE SARICH 
Trustee - Ward 2 


19 


Newman 
Theological 
College 


FALL COURSES (ON-cAmpPus) 
September - December, 2004 


Undergraduate 
» Ancient Philosophy 
» Christian Ministry 
¢ The Church & Social Justice 
» Contemporary Philosophy 
» Ethics 
¢ God & Humanity in Film 
» Introduction to the Old Testament 
» The Spiritual Life 
» Theology of St. John 
» The Trinity 
» Understanding Catholicism 
¢The Word Of God & Faith 


Graduate 
® Baptism, Confirmation & Eucharist 
» Contemporary Christian Ethics 
» Contemporary Theory & Praxis 
in Religious Education 
» Eastern Christianity 
» Introduction to Biblical Greek 
» Liturgical & Sacramental Theology 
» Marriage: Canonical Issues 
» Married Love & Sexuality in 
the Christian Tradition 
e Matthew & Mark 
» Modern Church History 
 Patristic Theology 
¢ Psalms & Wisdom Literature 
» The Resurrection of Jesus Christ 
» Theology of God 
» The World of the New Testament 


INFORMATION 
The Registrar 
15611 St. Albert Trail 
Edmonton, AB T6V 1H3 
(780) 447-2993 е 1-800-386-7231 
registrar@newman.edu 


Christian айеейог 
Faith Formation 
Ministry Preparation 


Manitoba Legislature assists in 
upholding democratic process 


(UkrNews)—AIll parties in the Ukraine have waited a long time to 
Manitoba legislature passed areso- have valid elections. We in 
lution Nov. 30 urging the Manitoba Manitoba must do all we can to 
government to work with its federal voice our support for fair and legiti- 


not since she fled Ukraine as a girl 
in the 1940s, a step ahead of the So- 
viets, has she felt such hope for her 
homeland. 

“Tam so happy. Now I believe my 
people are united. Now I know they 
are ready for democracy,” said the 


Edmonton Catholic School Board 
Member of St. Basil's Parish 


Ph: (780) 476-9716 Fax: (780) 476-9521 
Email: sarichj@ecsd.net 


NOW YOU CAN VISIT ME AT 
www.janicesarich.com 


Thank you to giving me the honour and privilege to continue to serve 
as your WARD 2 TRUSTEE for the (2004-2007) term. 


counterpart to take whatever mea- 
sures possible to uphold the demo- 
cratic process in Ukraine. 

“Manitoba joins the Ukrainian 
Parliament, our federal government 
and international election observers 
in expressing grave concerns about 
the legitimacy of the recent presi- 
dential election in Ukraine,” said 
Energy, Science and Technology 
Minister Dave Chomiak. 

“Ukrainians who have taken to the 
streets to demonstrate peacefully for 
free and fair elections deserve to 
have the same democratic rights as 
Canadians.” 

“As members of the legislative as- 
sembly of Manitoba, we join 
Manitobans and Canadians in call- 
ing for.free and fair elections in 
Ukraine,” said Opposition house 
leader Len Derkach. 

“The voice of the Ukrainian 
people must be heard.” 

Liberal Leader Jon Gerrard ex- 
pressed his party’s strong support for 
democracy in Ukraine. “People in 


mate elections,” Gerrard said. 


Sas) 


woman, 75. 


MGre@tings from the Board of Trustees stale d Stafgor 


Edmonton Catholic Schools. 
eo ae = 


he Spirit of 


"М 


снонтонська 


EDMONTON 
CATHOLIC 
SCHOOLS 


of 
(ато. ПОСГОГИ Ulevi тома 


Taga Ch. tagae YC AM 


б ниє. « упраїнської 
а риєт пянсової 

гро wage «ааросоррітс 
пнодазжження page (CHIN: 
cham Si ny ta її bucm- 
оби Ж та шипемибого 


нобого рову. 


м 


роти 3 
a Ke ale 


i 


© Spirit of 


IE EDMONTON 


Є | CATHOLIC 
SCHOOLS 


The dmonton Catholic 
Shool "District extends 
жа Й greetings lo all 
lhe faithful of lhe 

VW rainean Christian 


communily for a 


JO yous celebration of 
‘Ue Neti oily of Christ 
and a Happy 
Aen Hear. 


“Greétings from the Board of Trustees and зво | 
ие _ 


i 


Ді 


Христос Раждається! 
Веселих Різдвяних Свят та щасливого 
Нового Року. бажає 


Visit Our Renovated Premises 


CENTRAL ALBERTA MEAT CO. 
12165 Ford Road, Edmonton 
Phones: 479-1714 Fax: 477-1028 


Христос Раждається! 
Merry Christmas and 


a Happy New Year 
from the management & staff 


with three locations to serve you better 
10646-97 Street 424-4830 
4118-118 Avenue 474-2229 
7910-118 Avenue 474-9891 

Visit our Deli at each of these locations 


We, at Ukrainian News, would like to take this opportunity to 
thank the many businesses and people who have supported us 
in so many ways throughout 2004. To our readers, donors, 
advertisers and contributing writers we offer our sincere 
thanks. May you all have a very Merry Christmas and be 
blessed with health and prosperity in the New Year. 


CHRIST IS BORN! 
Editor and Staff of Ukrainian News 


ХРИСТОС РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ! 


Усім нашим шановним читачам, 
жертводавцям, підприємцям які 
підтримують нас своїми 
оголошеннями та прихильникам 
пересилаємо найщиріші 
побажання радісних свят 
Христового Різдва та кріпкого 
здоров'я й успіхів в Новому Році. 
Видавець та працівники 
редакції «Українських Вістей» 


LAWYERS АДВОКАТИ 


BRODA & COMPANY 


BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS 
lhor Broda 
13723 - 93 Street. Edmonton, AB TSE 5V6 
Ph.: (780) 456-9330 


DOCTORS ДОКТОРИ 


Dr. BORYS HOSHOWSKY 
specializing in diseases of the EAR, NOSE & THROAT 
Appointment by referral 
Suite #101, 8330 Fairmount Drive S.E., Calgary, AB 
Tel.: (403) 640-1199 


PEDIATRIC DENTIST — ДИТЯЧИЙ ДЕНТИСТ 


Dr. BOHDAN KUZYK 
PEDIATRIC DENTIST 
Suite 845, 10665 Jasper Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta T5J 3S9 


Tel.: (780) 428-7767; Fax: (780) 425-2329 
Говорю по українськи 


DENTISTS DENTURISTS 
HEHTUCTHU ДЕНТУРИСТИ 


HOLYK'S 


Dr. C. Fialka-Eshenko DENTURE CLINIC LTD. 


#110, 10910 - 105 Ave, Edmonton, AB TSH 013 
(780) 420-1510 | Frank A. Holyk - Denturist 
; 12123 -54 Street 


Edmonton, AB T5W 3N4 


Phone: (780) 477-3674 
After Hrs: (780) 479-5008 


Extended Hours: 
Wednesday afternoons & evenings 
Saturday appointments available 


Говоримо по-українському 
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Прихильники Ющенка в Одеській області 
розпочали агітаційну кампанію 


Петро Каландирець, Радіо Свобода 

7 грудня Одеський обласний штаб блоку "Наша 
Україна" ухвалив рішення перенести наметове 
містечко з майдану біля обласної держадміністрації 
на Соборну площу міста. Такі дії пояснили тим, що 
у прихильників Віктора Ющенка в Одесі з'явилися 
додаткові вимоги до міського голови Руслана 
Боделана. 

Як повідомив радіо "Свобода" працівник облас- 
ного штабу Ющенка - Вадим Поліщук, наметове 
містечко вирішили розмістити ближче до центру 
міста. " Таким було рішення регіонального відділення 
коаліції "Сила народу". Планується змінити і фор-- 
мат роботи містечка. Поруч з ним працюватиме що-- 
денний прес центр коаліції "Сила народу". Тут буде 
і штучний майданчик для проведення різноманітних 
агітаційних заходів", повідомив Вадим Поліщук. 

Учасники наметового містечка вимагатимуть про-- 
ведення в Одесі та області чесних виборів, негайної 
відставки Одеського міського голови Руслана Боде-- 
лана та голови облдержадміністрації Сергія Грине-- 
вецького. 

Тим часом, Одеський обласний штаб Віктора 
Ющенка вже розпочав агітацію за лідера блоку 
"Наша Україна», який братиме участь у повторному 
голосуванні на другому турі виборів 26 грудня. 

Про це повідомив прес секретар штабу Сергій 
Філічкін. В Одесі готуються до проведення інфор- 
маційних пікетів та розміщення біг бордів, поши- 


рення листівок та різноманітної агітаційної літе- 
ратури. 

Голова Одеської обласної організації УРП "Со- 
бор" Федір Нарійчук переконаний, що "під час 
чесних i рівних для обох кандидатів в Президенти 
виборах - переможе Віктор Ющенко. 

Федір Нарійчук: "Ми знаємо які шалені фаль- 
сифікації чинила нинішня влада. Я думаю, що 
можливості у них нині вже обмежені. Хоча, не 
можна сказати про те, що губернатор області Сергій 
Гриневецький і Одеський міський голова Руслан 
Боделан зробили висновки і зрозуміли, що не можна 
знущатися над власним народом. Про це свідчать 
з'їзди сепаратистів на Сході України". 

Пастори різних христианських церков продов- 
жують проведення вже традиційного автомарафону на 
підтримку Віктора Ющенка. Згаданий автомарафон 
був ініціативою звичайних одеситів, серед яких чимало 
віруючих різних церков. Серед їхніх планів і відвідини, 
цими днями, районів Одеської області. 

7 грудня у Кафедральному храмі Різдва Христо-- 
вого секретарі Духовних Рад христианських 
конфесій, пастори Петро Мартьянов та Олександр 
Чернега мали зустріч з єпископом Одеським і 
Балтським УПЦ Київського Патріархату, Владикою 
Яковом. Під час зустрічі обговорили ситуацію в 
регіоні та заплановані різноманітні спільні акції 
христианських церков, мета яких "збереження миру 
в українському суспільстві". 


Студенти Миколаївщини вимагають 
відставки Голови облдержадміністрації 


Петро Каландирець, Радіо Свобода 

Миколаїв, 6 грудня 2004 - Лідери студентських 
комітетів кількох вищих навчальних закладів у Mu— 
колаївській області поширили у засобах масової ін-- 
формації звернення. Moro автори вимагають негай-- 
ної відставки голови облдержадміністрації Олексія 
Гаркуші, якого називають "організатором фальшу-- 
вання результатів голосування на виборах Прези- 
дента України у жовтні та листопаді 2004 року". 

Тим часом, у обласному штабі Віктора Ющенка 
розпочали агітаційну кампанію. 

Лідери студентських комітетів кількох вищих 
навчальних закладів у Миколаївській області під- 
тримали вимоги учасників акцій протесту про 
відставку голови обласної державної адміністрації 
Олексія Гаркуші. Відповідне звернення вже надіс-- 
лане керівнику адміністрації: 

"Миколаївська облдержадміністрація сприяла 
масовим фальсифікаціям результатів голосування 
на виборах Президента України. Ви свідомо чинили 
тиск на викладачів і студентів миколаївських ВІЗів 
зметою примусити їх підтримати кандидата на поса-- 
ду Президента України Віктора Януковича. За Ва- 
шої активної участі студентів заганяли на майдани 
міста на демонстрації в підтримку провладного кан-- 
дидата. Викладачі і адміністрація ВУЗів, залякані 
чиновниками облдержадміністрації, продовжують 
тотальний облік відвідування студентами перед- 
виборчих заходів на підтримку Януковича". 

Студенти твердять, що саме голова облдерж- 
адміністрації Олексій Гаркуша сприяв звільненню з 


вищих навчальних закладів регіону прихильників 
Віктора Ющенка. 

Автори документу вимагають від пана Гаркуші 
"публічного вибачення перед викладачами та сту-- 
дентами, яких принижували протиправними діями". 
Є тут 1 вимога скласти повноваження голови обл-- 
держадміністрації. 

Тим часом, перший заступник керівника Мико- 
лаївського обласного виборчого штабу Віктора 
Ющенка Юрій Діденко повідомив, що "у регіоні вже 
розпочата активна передвиборча кампанія". 

Юрій Діденко: "Зроблені певні висновки, що на 
недостатньому рівні були організовані агітаційні 
заходи на підтримку Віктора Ющенка на Мико- 
лаївщині. Нині посилений вплив на районні штаби. 
У деяких штабах відбувається ротація тих керів- 
ників, які довели свою нездатність на минулих турах 
голосування. Розпочалася агітаційна кампанія, 
зокрема, мітинги..." 

Щоденні акції на підтримку Віктора Ющенка 
відбуваються на площі імені Леніна, на підтримку 
Віктора Януковича - у Каштановому сквері. 

Перший заступник керівника Миколаївського 
обласного штабу Віктора Ющенка Юрій Діденко 
повідомив і про проведення у обласному центрі 
конкурсу української патріотичної пісні. Захід 
довелося провести на міському майдані просто неба. 
Вперше за останні 8 років міська влада не надала 
для цього приміщення в центрі Миколаєва, запро- 
поновані ж нею розташовані на околиці міста, без 
належного опалення. 


Студенти в Івано-Франківську розбивають наметове містечко 


Іван Костюк, Радіо Свобода 

Івано-Франківськ, З грудня 2004 - Студенти івано- 
франківських вузів розбивають на майдані перед 
обласною держадміністрацією наметове містечко. 
Таким чином урізноманітнюється діяльність безпе-- 
рервного щоденного політичного страйку. Водночас 
обласна коаліція "Сила народу" заявила, що готова 
організувати піший похід до Києва з вимогою 
негайного прийняття рішення про переголосування 
другого туру президентських виборів. 

В Івано-Франківську до обіду повністю припине-- 
ний рух громадського автотранспорту. Усі маршрут-- 
ні мікроавтобуси та таксі заповнили вулицю перед 
обласною держадміністрацією, виявивши таким 
чином солідарність зі студентами та іванофранків-- 
цями, які вже більше тижня підтримують всеукраїн-- 
ський політичний страйк. 

Студенти також активно встановлюють намети 
перед обласною держадміністрацією. Таким чином 
вони створюють інформаційний осередок, який 
діятиме цілодобово. Редактор єдиної на Прикарпатті 
опозиційної регіональної газети "Західний кур'єр" 
Василь Добрянський переконаний, що страйк 
вдасться припинити лише радикальними змінами в 
державі, передовсім переголосуванням другого туру 
президентських виборів: 

«Очевидно, сам настрій, саме прагнення до волі, 


до демократії не втомлює. Тому незаперечним є той 
факт, що ці акції триватимуть до тих пір, поки демо - 
кратична частина нашого суспільства не досягне 
певної перемоги". 

Щодо учасників кількатисячного страйку в облас-- 
ному центрі Прикарпаття, основну участь у якому 
беруть студенти, то їхні наступні кроки редактор 
«Західного кур'єру" характеризує таким чином: 

«Із сьогоднішнього дня студенти, які є рушійною 
силою політичного страйку, урізноманітнюють ці 
заходи. Перед нашим обласним адміністративним 
будинком буде розбите наметове містечко, де вдень 
будуть відбуватися різні політичні акції, передовсім 
інформаційні. Через це містечко налагоджувати-- 
муться зв'язки із мешканцями Східної України, для 
того, щоб розповісти, що відбувається в нас". 

Водночас обласна організація коаліції "Сила 
народу" заявила, що очікує від державного KepiB— 
ництва негайного вирішення ситуації, що склалася 
в державі. Якщо цього не буде зроблено в найближчі 
дні, то коаліція готова організувати піший похід на 
Київ. Також укотре було оголошено, що триває 
постійна відправка іванофранківців для участі в акції 
протесту до столиці. Відповідно політичний страйк 
в Івано-Франківську не припинятимуть до того часу, 
допоки буде оголошено про прийняття рішення щодо 
переголосування другого туру виборів. 


Ukrainian Мемз/Українські вісті, December 8 - 21, 2004, 24 8 - 21 грудня, 2004 
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Famine commemoration 
turns into rally for democracy 


(UkrNews)—Edmonton’s com- 
memoration of the 71" anniversary 
of the Famine-Genocide in Ukraine, 
Nov. 27, turned into another rally 
in support of the “Orange Revolu- 
tion” in Ukraine as speaker after 
speaker drew the analogy between 
what happened in the 1930s and 
Ukraine’s struggle for democracy 
today. 

“As we celebrate the resilience 
and courage of the Ukrainian people 
today in Ukraine, we think about 71 
years ago, and the decades and de- 
cades of resilience and courage on 
the part of the people of Ukraine,” 
said Deputy Prime Minister Anne 
McLellan. 

“And I thank all of you who are 
here, Ukrainian Canadians, who 
help all of us regardless of our ori- 
gin, to understand the strength of the 
human spirit, and the strength of the 
human spirit in its pursuit of democ- 
racy.” 

McLellan added that “I want to 
again reassure all of you that the 
Government of Canada stands 
squarely with the democratic fight 
of the people of Ukraine.” 

Edmonton Beaumont MP David 
Kilgour, who served as an election 
observer during the first round of 
the presidential elections said that 
“71 years ago, the Ukrainian people 
became victims of a conscious and 
deliberate genocide, the full nature 
of which has few precedents in the 
history of humankind.” 

“Stalin’s inhumanity was taking 
place right before the eyes of the 
democratic world. With few excep- 
tions, most world leaders of the day 
chose to look the other way and re- 


~~ main silent — to their enduring 


shame,” he added, , 
Kilgour noted that today Ukraine 
faces a new threat its democracy — 
in large part from Moscow and “that 
great democrat from the KGB:, 
Russian President Vladimir Putin.- 
He went on to outline many of the 
electoral violations he witnessed 
and reiterated comments about 
Russia’s interference in Ukraine’s 
election that he had made during a 
Nov. 13 press conference in Kyiv. 
(See “Canadian parliamentarians 
blast Putin’s involvement in 
Ukraine elections”, Ukrainian 


News, November 24 — December 7, 
2004.) 

Keynote speaker Dr. Mytsyk said 
that it’s time to get rid of the crimi- 
nal gang that runs Ukraine adding 
that if free elections were held, 
democratic opposition candidate 
Viktor Yushchenko would have ob- 
tained 75% of the vote. 

Travelling across Ukraine, he 
noted that most supporters of Prime 
Minister Viktor Yanukovych were 
motivated by fear. 

Dr. Mytsyk explained that to cre- 
ate the famine, the Soviet govern- 
ment issued orders that were ex- 
ecuted locally by the Communist 
government, with the support of the 
police and NK VD (predecessor of 
the KGB). As a result, in the autumn 
of 1932, all the grain was seized in 
rural Ukraine, as well as other food 
products. People who attempted to 
oppose these actions were impris- 
oned, exiled to Siberia, or killed. 
Ukrainian villagers were obliged to 
eat cats, dogs, dormice, sparrows, 
linden leaves, grass, and grains they 
looked for in the burrows of field 
mice. 

The borders of Ukraine were 
blocked by armies of the NKVD, 
and it was very difficult to cross into 
neighbouring areas of Russia 
(where there was no famine) to look 
for food. At the same time, the gov- 
ernment opened a chain of stores 
called “Torgsin”, where people 
could by small quantities of flour 
and cereals in exchange for gold and 
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Wreath-laying at the Famine Monument. 


precious items, not for Soviet 
money. 

The death toll was massive. The 
Bolshevik state did not extend any 
assistance to the people. To the con- 
trary, the government denied all in- 
formation about the famine, and re- 
fused to accept aid offered to Ukraine 
form abroad, saying that there was 
no need for it because there was no 
famine. At the same time, Moscow 
increased exports of Ukrainian grain, 
dumping it on worldwide markets at 
artificially low prices. 

“The Ukrainian famine-genocide 
of 1932-1933 caused the deaths of 
nearly 10 million people, a signifi- 
cant number of whom were chil- 
dren. This translates to an average 
1 million people starved to death 
every month. The will of Ukraini- 
ans was broken then. In their place, 
massive and deliberate relocation of 
Russians took place,” he said. 

“This was unquestionably a geno- 
cide, since the people were being 
killed off en masse only because 
they were Ukrainian. In peacetime, 
and with a good harvest, one-quar- 
ter of population of Ukraine was liq- 
uidated! This resulted in significant 
negative demographic and socio- 
political changes in Ukraine, the 
consequences of which have been 
evident to the present day,” he said. 

Several students made presenta- 
tions about the Famine. 

A wreath-laying ceremony at the 
monument to the victims of the 
Famine followed the ceremony. 


Citizenship Committee Chair 
recommends changes 


(UkrNews)—Andrew Telegdi, PC, MP (Kitchener- 
Waterloo), Chair of the Standing Committee on Citi- 
zenship and Immigration, on Nov. 30 tabled the 
Committee’s latest report in the House of Commons, 
entitled Updating Canada’s Citizenship Laws: Issues 
to be Addressed. 

On tabling the report, Telegdi made the following 
Statement in the House: 

“T have the honour to present in both official lan- 
guages the third report of the Standing Committee on 
Citizenship and Immigration entitled Updating 
Canada’s Citizenship Laws: Issues to be Addressed. 
This report was done at the invitation of the Minister 
to help her department in drafting a new modernized 
Citizenship Act as was promised in the Throne Speech. 

To arrive at its recommendations, the committee re- 
viewed testimony given for the previous three proposed, 
but failed, Citizenship Acts. 

The committee calls on the government in drafting 
the new Citizenship Act, to respect the following gen- 
eral principles: 

¢ There must be equal treatment of Canadian born 
and naturalized citizens; 

* There should be no “probationary” citizenship status; 

° The legislation should enhance English and French 


as the official languages of Canada; 

» Citizenship should be seen as a right for those who 
qualify, rather than a privilege; 

» No one should be deprived of Canadian citizenship 
if doing so would render them stateless; 

» All determinations under the Act should be made 
by an independent decision-maker in a judicial pro- 
cess free from political interference, and; 

» Rights come with citizenship, but also responsi- 
bilities. 

In concluding, I am going to highlight four of the 
committee’s recommendations: 

There can be no question that the revocation of citi- 
zenship engages section 7 of the Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms, and a new Citizenship Act must adequately 
address this important issue. Second, it would not be 
appropriate to include a security certificate process for 
citizenship revocation. Third, any person born in 
Canada who lost their citizenship as a child because 
their parent acquired the nationality of another country 
should be eligible to resume their citizenship without 
having to meet a residency requirement. 

Fourth, there should be extensive public input in draft- 
ing both the citizenship oath and the preamble to the 
Citizenship Act.” 


Nykolyj Kos blows out his candles. 


St. Michael’s resident 
celebrates 107 years 


(SMHG)—Nykolyj Kos, possibly the oldest man in Alberta, was 107 
years old on Nov. 21. Here is a man who was born in the 19th Century, 
lived and fought through the First World War, lost two sons in the 
Second World War in the 20th Century, and now is extending his stay 
to the 21st Century. 

On Nov. 22 St. Michael’s Long Term Care Centre hosted a Birthday 
Party for Kos. He was joined by three other centenarians from St. 
Michael’s, Jenny Palamaruk, who turned 104 on Nov. 12, came to Canada 
on the ship “Carpathia”, Dmytro Pryhoda, who turned 103 on Мом. 1, 
and John Garbencius who turned 102 on Jan. 17. Many of Nykolyj’s 
friends joined us, including Dr. John Smulski, MD, Marie Smulski, Ken 
Smulski, and Bill Hawrylecko. 

Bohdan Shulakewych, President and CEO of St. Michael’s Health 
Group, welcomed everyone. Dr. Irene Coulson, Case Manager, presented 
Kos with flowers and a card from St. Michael’s. Ken Smulski provided a 
biography of Nyk’s life (excerpts of which follow) with a few anecdotes. 
Sam Martyshok, former Choir Director, snag “Mnohaya Lita’, after which 
Kos blew out his candles, and cake, coffee and tea were served. 

Nykolyj came to Canada in 1929 hoping to earn enough money to bring 
his family to join him. He worked as a farm hand, then a logger and 
finally a carpenter. When he had saved enough money his father-in-law 
did not approve of his daughter leaving for Canada and what the future 
held in this new country. Nykolyj’s wife and children remained in Ukraine. 
Throughout his life he sent them money to improve their live there. To 
this day Nykolyj sends his two surviving daughters, who are both in their 
eighties, money and gifts. 

In 1979 Nykolyj returned to Ukraine hoping to stay. However, he dis- 
covered that this was no longer his home and that he was truly a Cana- 
dian. He returned to a visit in 1990. 

Among the many achievements in his life, two stand out: Nykolyj helped 
build the Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Jack Pine and the Jack Pine 
community Hall. Nykolyj has golden hands and whatever he puts his 
mind to he can do. He bought some land at what is now Betula Beach and 
this is where he met and became both a friend, and a part of the family of 
Dr. Smulski, Nykolyj helped the Smulskis on the family farm. At 104 
Nykolyj was still walking to Edmonton Centre from the Pioneer Place. 
Until recently Nykolyj walked without even a cane. 

When asked how he has lived so long Nyk only says he does not know 
why but that God must have plans for him. 


With warmest wishes for a Christmas and 
everything that brings you happiness! 
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Cecile 
OLYNYK 
Janice 
KLECKNER 


FIRE—AUTC—BONDS, 
BURGLARY-—LIABILITY 
LIFE INSURANCE 


AK Providing Insurance Services Since 1 зо 


Your Insurance Broker 
Understands 


Дня 21 листопада 2004 р., в лі- 
карні Конкордія в Вінніпезі, на 
90-му році життя, упокоївся д-р 
Михайло Г. Марунчак — суспіль- 
ний діяч і невтомний дослідник 
українського поселення в Канаді. 
Відійшов великий громадянин. 

Українська канадська спільнота 
втратила людину талановиту, муд- 
ру й надпересічно творчу. Відій- 
шла людина, що вічно горіла до- 
лею свого народу, куди б вітри іс- 
торії його не закинули. Людина, 
що запалювала всіх, хто знайшов- 
ся в її колі. 

Строго вимогливий до себе й 
так же до інших. Вдача повна нес- 
покою, але позитивної настанови, 


3 привітною оптимістичною ус- 
мішкою, якою наче хотів сказати 
- світ мене ловить, але не зловить. 
У своїх стосунках з людьми він не 
виявляв тіні упередження до будь- 
кого, не повчав, не антагонізував 
людей, а старався втягнути, при- 
єднати їх до свого горіння. 

Моя співпраця з Покійним поча- 
лася в Вінніпезі в половині 1960- 
их років. Спершу, в Інституті 
Маркіяна Шашкевича, якого він 
був основником, а згодом в Укра- 
їнській Вільній Академії Наук. Ця 
наша співпраця дозволила мені 
пізнати ближче цю неспокійну й 
цікаву людину, побачити себе в 
колі його зацікавлень, громаду та 


ХРИСТОС РОДИВСЯ - СЛАВІМ ЙОГО. 


З нагоди Різдва Христового та Нового 
Року вітаємо наших членів, духовенство 
українських церков, управи складових 
організацій, прихильників і ввесь 
український Нарід в Україні та діяспорі. 
Бажаємо всім Веселих Свят Різдва 
Христового ї Щасливого Нового Року. 


Управа 


КОНГРЕСУ УКРАЇНЦІВ КАНАДИ 


Відділ в Едмонтоні 


10629 - 98 St. Edmonton, АВ T5H 2N6 
Tel/Fax: 423-5422 


Edmonton Granite Memorials 


BGM 


personalized designs 
serving Albertans with dignity 
for over 36 years 


MONUMENT BUILDERS 


OF NORTH AMERICA 


Honour Your Family 


with a 
Work of Art 


Such monuments are available 
in various designs, styles and 
types of granite. 

All professionally manufactured 
in any price range that 
you may choose. 


Courtesy Car " Senior Citizen Discounts * Pre-Need Arrangements 
OPEN: Mon.-Sat.. 8:00 - 5:00 
11023 - 97 St. Edmonton, Alberta TSH 2N1 Ph: 425-6311; 425-6320 


Park. 
Wemovial, 


“THE CHAPEL ON THE BOULEVARD’ 


SERVING THE 


UKRAINIAN 


COMMUNITY 


* reception centre available 


(adjacent to funeral home) 2 


* family owned since 1941 


* prearranged funeral specialists * 


: wheele shaix accessible * 


426-0050 » 24 HRS. 


9709 - 111 AVENUE 


Visit us at: 


www.parkmemorial сот 


Jerry Smolyk, Owner 


гущу проблем, які перед нею до 
розв'язання. 

Дей неспокій обов'язку почався 
в Покійного ще в гімназіяльних 
роках i був викликаний політич- 
ними обставинами на підпольсь- 
ких українських землях та зага- 
лом політичною ситуацією по всій 
Україні між двома війнами. Зго- 
дом ця енергія неспокою перей- 
шла у спротив, що горів у кожного 
інтелігента. Його було придушено 
насиллям, але сьогодні цей спро- 
тив злу знову загорівся оранже- 
вим вогнем національної гідності 
й незламності й запалав на вули- 
цях, бульварах і майданах свободи 
Києва, Львова, Харкова, Сум; на 
кампусах університетів та по роз- 
сіяній по всьому світу Україні. 

За свій спротив Покійний поне- 
вірявся в польських тюрмах. Від 
російсько-совєтських врятувався, 
але не від німецьких концентра- 
ційних таборів, у яких перебув аж 
до закінчення війни. Тоді в його 
життя ввійшла Наталка Косарчин 
("Мотря") - медсестра з Україн- 
ської Повстанської Армії, якої 
двох братів полягло в УПА. Один 
з них був командиром. Тут, у Він- 
ніпезі, Покійний став почесним 
членом Об'єднання Колишніх Во- 
яків УПА, а його дружина членом 
Об'єднання. 

Кілька тижнів тому ми вітали 
д-ра Марунчака в лікарні з його 
90-літтям. Він, уже немічним го- 
лосом, закликав нас до праці, а 
сьогодні ми зійшлись у цьому хра- 
мі, щоб попрощатись з ним і від- 
дати йому шану. 

Ми сьогодні прощаємо Покій- 
ного від усієї української спільно- 
ти й від найменшої групки, яку він 
відкривав у своїх дослідах і до- 
кументував. Був вінтолерантним 
до всіх 1 працював для всіх групі 
фракцій. Пером і словом він пе- 
реступав усі людські умовні гра- 
ниці й залишався власністю всіх 
та віддзеркаленням не лише свого 
покоління, але втіленням трагіч- 
ного українського 20-го століття. 
Рани й болі цієї епохи він постійно 
носив у собі й історія ніколи не 


+ Василь Зінчук (1921 - 2004) 


Ділимося з українською грома- 
дою сумною вісткою, що наш до- 
рогий муж, батько та дідусь Ва- 
силь Зінчук відійшов у вічність 10 
листопада 2004 по короткій та 
тяжкій недузі. Покійний Василь, 
син Івана та Антонії, народився у 
селі Барилів, Радехівський повіт, 
Львівська область, Україна. 

До війни вчився дяківства, а 
вчас воєнної хуртовини пішов в 
ряди Української дивізії Галичина 
у сильній вірі одного дня помогти 
здобути незалежність для свойого 
народу. З повоєнної Італії Василь 
переїхав до Англії у 1947, авже у 
1952 р. прибув до Едмонтону, де 
він прожив аж до смерті. 

У 1958 р. Василь оженився з 
Ольгою Вихопень, народженої у 
Глендон, Алберта та добрий 
Господь дарував їхній сім'ї добрих 
дітей Івана, Андрія, Сузанну, 
Ореста та Надію. Ущасливлені 
вони були також своїми внуками 
Марком, Михайлом, Матеєм, 
Оленкою, Ларисою та Ювином. 

Покійний Василь за молоду лю-- 
бив церковний спів, а в Едмонтоні 
служив довгі роки катедральним 
дяком парафії св. Йосафата. 

Похоронний парастас відбувся у 
п'ятницю, 12 листопада у катед- 
ральному соборі св. Йосафата при 
участі добрих 300 осіб. Служили 
парастас отці: парох Михайло 
Планчак, митрат і генеральний 
вікарій Василь Гупало, канцлер 
Єпархії Михайло Ковальчик та 


Ukrainian Мем/5/Українські Bicti, December 8 - 21, 2004, 24 8 - 21 грудня, 2004 


Відійшов великий громадянин, д-р Михайло Марунчак 


дозволяла йому їх загоїти, 

Михайло Марунчак народився 
4 жовтня 1914 р., в Далешевій в 
Галичині. Середню освіту завер- 
шив у місті Городенці. Студії пра- 
ва й суспільних наук почав у 
Львівському Університеті й за- 
кінчив ступенем доктора в YKpa— 
їнському Вільному Університеті в 
Празі. А, переїхавши до Канади, 
на Манітобському Університеті, 
він одержав ступінь бакалавра у 
Школі Суспільної Роботи, що й 
стало його зайняттям аж до від- 
ходу на пенсію. 

Він був дійсним членом i прези- 
дентом Української Вільної AKa— 
демії Наук у Канаді, членом Нау-- 
кового Товариства їм. Шевченка, 
довголітнім головою Інституту- 
Заповідника Маркіяна Шашкеви-- 
ча в Вінніпезі та редактором пері - 
одичного видання Інституту — 
Шашкевичіяна. На Українському 
Католицькому Університеті в 
Римі був професором історії 
української іміграції в Канаді. 

На протязі довгих років д-р Ma— 
рунчак очолював Лігу Українсь- 
ких Політичних В'язнів, Крайову 
Раду Українських Організацій за 
Патріярхат У.К. Церкви, членом 
Президії Світового Конгресу 
Вільних Українців та Президії 
Комітету Українців Канади. За 
свою суспільну й наукову працю 


Антон Тарасенко. Проповідував 
довголітній приятель родини 
Всесв. о. Михайло Ковальчик Ha— 
гадуючи життєвий шлях покій- 
ного та його дві ціннощі життя у 
вихованні своїх дітей: бути доб-- 
рими християнами та любити своє 
походження, свій український 
нарід з якого ми вийшли. До 
парастасу співав мужеський хор 
з Студійного дому oo. Василіян Ta 
другі співаки під проводом брата 
Рафаїла. 

Похорон у суботу служили 
Єпарх Едмонтонський Преосв. 
Владика Лаврентій Гуцуляк, 
ЧСВВ, та отці М. Планчак та 
Михайло Ковальчик. Пропо- 
відував о, Михайло Планчак 3ra— 
дуючи про вклад покійного Ва- 
силя у життя парафії. Катедраль- 
ний хор та співаки з других хорів 
відспівували Божественну літур-- 


він одержав ряд признань і відзна-- 
чень, між ними Шевченківську 
Медалю Конгресу Українців Ka— 
нади й Медалю Сторіччя Канади. 

Д-р Марунчак є автором чис- 
ленних розвідок і монографій зі 
соціяльної, політичної та культур-- 
ної історії українців Канади та 
історії поселень у країнах різних 
континентів. Його праці, особливо 
його монументальна україно- й 
англомовна історія українців Ka— 
нади, донині служать найповні- 
шим джерелом досліджень. 

Хочу додати, що велика заслуга 
в тому чого досягнув Покійний, 
без сумніву, належить його дру-- 
жині, шановній пані Наталії, що, 
перебравши на себе тягар ведення 
дому та виховання двох дітей, вона 
дала можливість своєму чолові- 
кові вповні віддати себе громаді та 
роботі, яку він уважав ціллю свого 
існування. А на протязі останніх 
трьох важких років його недуги, 
була невідступним його другом і 
опікуном. 

Кожна смерть дорогої чи 
близької нам людини завжди BUK— 
ликає в нас болюче почуття BTpa— 
ти; є моментом застанови, навіть 
докорів сумління, що ми не від- 
дали більше уваги в житті цієї 
особи. Часто смерть застановляє 
нас над сенсом усього, самого 
життя й над метафізичною спра - 
ведливістю. Але відхід д-ра Ма- 
рунчака має ще додаткові "раціо-- 
нальні" виміри, бо відійшла лю- 
дина, яка позначила свою присут-- 
ність на різних сторінках нашого 
суспільного буття. Особа, яка 
довго впливатиме на наше себе- 
бачення в цій країні та наше 
думання й розуміння ролі кожного 
знас у своїй громаді. Вкінці, відій- 
шла особистість, що була спів-- 
творцем золотої доби в Історії Ka— 
надських українців. А такі втрати, 
такі вакууми заповняються Hesc1 KO. 

Відрадним, однак, є те, що плід 
праці Покійного, д-ра Михайла 
Марунчака, що зерно, посіяне йо- 
го руками, заповідає добрі жнива. 
І в цьому вічність його пам'яті. 
Ярослав Розумний, Слово на панахиді 


гію під проводом Деніс Луцишин. 
Тіло покійного Василя поховано 
на українському католицькому 
цвинтарі св. Михаїла в Едмонтоні. 
По закінченні похорону родина 
запросила всіх присутніх взяти 
участь у поминальній тризні, як це 
є нашою традицією. 

Родина щиро дякує Преосв. 
Владиці Кир Лаврентієві та Всеч. 
Отцям Духовним за молитви, 
хористам та обслузі за відспівання 
богослужб, усім учасникам похо-- 
ронних відправ за їхні молитви та 
участь. Вдячна Родина за квіти та 
численні співчуття, що наспіли до 
них зблизька та далека. 

Родина цією дорогою бажає 
скласти щиру подяку усім, що 
склали свою пожертву на "Міст 
надії" - фонд для сиріт та бідних 
дітей України при нашій 
Українській Католицькій Єпархії, 
у сумі 1,500 кан. долярів. Mu 
радіємо та щасливі, що наша 
Єпархія має такий фонд помочі 
для дітей нашого народу. 

Дякуючи Вам усім, дякуємо 

Вседоброму Господеві за те, що 
дав нам Василя, як мужа, батька 
та дідуся, та такого, що усім сер-- 
цем та душею любив свою святу 
Церкву та нарід. 
У глибокому смутку: Дружина 
Ольга з дітьми: Іван, Андрій з 
Джоан, Сузанна з Орестом Ро-- 
манюк, Орест з Христиною, На-- 
дія. Внуки: Марко, Михайло, Ma— 
тей, Оленка, Лариса та Юан. 


чі 
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The Grand Waltz 


Nutcracker a stunning production 


By Marco Levytsky 

The Kyiv Ballet of the National Opera Company of 
Ukraine with special guest stars The Ukrainian Shumka 
Dancers, have combined to produce a visually stun- 
ning and delightful Nutcracker, which opened at the 
Shoctor Stage of the Citadel Theatre, Nov. 30. 

Shumka’s presence adds a definite Ukrainian flavour 
to the classical ballet — quite fitting, considering the 
ethnic origin of composer Peter Tchaikovsky. 

Shumka is featured in a number of pieces, includ- 
ing Ukrainian Marionette, Mouse King and Mice, 
Trepak and, of course Hopak. 

The Hopak is performed with Shumka’s usual flair 
and high-kicking action, though it seems somehow 
strange to see it performed against the musical back- 
drop of the classical strains of a composer two gen- 
erations removed from his Cossack roots, as opposed 
to the usual thundering orchestration. 

The visual impact of the production is greatly en- 
hanced by the exquisite costumes of Maria Levitska. 


her Nutcracker doll. Suddenly, Maria hears the boom- 
ing tones of the midnight clock. Peering into the dark- 
ness, she realizes that she is surrounded by an army of 
menacing mice. A blast from a cannon downs a battal- 
ion of mice as the Nutcracker doll leads the other toy 
soldiers into battle. The fight rages on until the seven- 
headed Mouse King corners the Nutcracker in a duel 
to the death. Seeing the Nutcracker’s peril, Maria 
comes to his aid, defeating the Mouse King by pulling 
off his tail. 

The spell broken, the Nutcracker is no longer a doll, 
but a handsome prince declaring his eternal gratitude 
to the young heroine. He whisks her away to his fan- 
tastic fairytale kingdom, far from the mice, the parlour 
and Maria’s childish world. 

In Act II Maria and the Prince journey to the magi- 
cal fairytale kingdom and this provide the opportunity 
for the dancers to showcase the various multicultural 
numbers that liven up the performance. Along with 
Shumka’s Hopak, particular standouts are the delicate 


All the best to you 
and yours for a magical holiday season 
Христос Раждається! 
Darka, Alexandra, Brad, Jennifer, Rosemary 


BOTTOM LINE 


Productions Inc. 


communications - strategic marketing - development 
edmonton - calgary 
bottomlinepro.com 


Новорічна Забава 
soko 


New Year's Dance 
2005 


П'ятниця, 31 грудня 2004 p. * Friday, December 31, 2004 


Дім Української Молоді 
Ukrainian Youth Unity Complex 
9615 - 153 Ave. 
Edmonton, Alberta 


Грає «Барвінок» З Music by "Barvinok" 


Розваги для дорослих і дітей, фокусник та малювання 
Magician show, face painting, appetizers and champagne 


7:30 + Вечеря 
¢ Dinner 


6:30 «Коктейлі Ж 


- Cocktails 


HopocailAdults - $35 
Діти 6-14 р. 
Children 6-14 | - $10 
Діти до б років - безкоштовно 
Children under 6 - free 


Ща 


The Nutcracker, a Christmas fantasy, follows the tale choreography of the Chinese number and the sinewy 456-8952 
of Maria, who is given a Nutcracker doll by her mys-  contortions of Tatiana Borovik in the Arabian num- | | Presented by the League of о Бо 
terious godfather, Drossel-meier, who encourages her _ ber. ; : Ukrainian Canadians (ЛУК) Min se pier 
to plave it under the tree. It all culminates in the emotional Apotheosis, when and PROMIN Social Club Thor 474.3270 


After the guests have left and the candles extin- 


- Maria loses her fairt tale prince, but meets а real one. 
guished, Maria creeps back to the parlor to check on 


The Nutcracker runs until Dec. 19. 


Vohon celebrates 15 years 


By Chris Tyrkalo 

This fall marks the 15th year that the Edmonton-based Vohon Ukrai- 
nian Dance Ensemble has kept the fires burning deep in the hearts of its 
dancers and audiences warm in their seats. Founded by Ken Kachmar 
and Rick Wacko following Festival ’88, the ensemble has reached some 
truly remarkable milestones in its fifteen year existence. Countless per- 
formances, festival appearances and three major international touring 
productions is excellent considering the busy Ukrainian dance scene in 
northern Alberta. 

Some highlights of the past 15 years of the group include trips to Aus- 
tralia, Fiji, Germany, Scotland, the United States, Thailand, Hong Kong 
and across western Canada. Vohon has had the opportunity on many oc- 
casions to perform for dignitaries of all types, Rexall Place for the former 
Edmonton Drillers soccer club, Telus Field for the Edmonton Trappers 
Baseball team, Commonwealth Stadium for the Edmonton Eskimos and 
annually represents the Ukrainian community at Canada Day festivities 
with the Edmonton Folk Arts Council. 

At the same time as Vohon’s Beyond the Boundaries tour was taking 
off (circa 1996), the Ensemble’s Society forged a partnership with the 
Fairmont Jasper Park Lodge to create a truly magical Malanka Celebra- 
tion. This year’s festivities take place from Jan. 14 to 16 and are really a 
special treat to attend. Nowhere else can you combine two more beauti- 
ful things, the colourful Ukrainian culture and the majesty of the Rocky 
Mountains. 

The strong heart and vibrant energy of the dancers allows them to per- 
form at the same level as other more established companies in Canada. 
Carving a niche amongst the dancing community as an ensemble based 
on having fun at doing something you love-while being able to maintain 
a life outside of dancing, the group boasts an Alumnus of over 200 strong. 
Many Alumni and friends returned to Ardrossan Hall, east of Edmonton, 
on Nov. 6 for Vohon’s annual Dinner and Dance evening and Alumni 
Reunion. A group photograph, slideshow of the past 15 years and a per- 
formance by Vohon were highlights of the evening with the Trembita 
Band keeping the crowd dancing. 

Vohon’s recent success with the Expressions tour in Thailand and Hong 
Kong marks the end of the first 15 years and the beginning of the next. A 
new show is taking shape. The show will feature new choreographic con- 
tributions from Artistic Director Ken Kachmar, Vohon dancers and local 
artists. Combined with fresh musical masterpieces, Vohon is sure to con- 
tinue inspiring audiences and young dancers the world over. 


CELEBRATE THE SPIRIT OF MALANKA 
IN THE HEART OF THE CANADIAN ROCKIES. 


The Vohon Ukrainian Dance Ensemble invites you, your friends and family to join their ninth annual 
Malanka celebration in the heart of the Canadian Rockies. Stay at the luxurious Fairmont Jasper 

Park Lodge and observe the age-old customs and traditions of Ukrainian Christmas and New Years. 
Throughout the weekend, rejoice in the lively music and dancing of entertainers from across the 
province, or simply take a stroll through the traditional Ukrainian artisan fair. Come and celebrate 


Malanka in the land of a million Christmas trees—it’s an experience you'll treasure for years to come. 


+ Musical entertainment 
«Children’s program 

+ Visit from Saint Nicholas 
+ Feast of Jordan 

+ Divine Liturgy 


» Two nights accommodation 

- Friday night standup 
dinner reception 

+ Saturday dinner and dance 

» Sunday brunch 

+ Performance by The Vohon 
Ukrainian Dance Ensemble 


UKRAINIAN NEW YEAR'S 


gy ee 


January 14-16, 2005 
Minimum two-night stay required 


Total package price starting from 
$598 for two people 


THE 
. 


JASPER PARK LODGE 


Places іп the heart. 


For complete details, please contact us at 1 800 465 7547. Call your travel agent or visit www.fairmont.com 


*Price per person based on double occupancy in а Fairmont room, Upgrades ко suites available at an additional cost. 
Does not apply to convention delegates. Taxes not included, Children's programs and meals are exera, Children uncer 18 stay tre е in parents’ госпо 


UNITED STATES CANADA MEXICO BARBADOS BERMUDA UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


Веселих Свят та Щасливого Нового Року! 


Now booking traditional 
Ukrainian Christmas Eve Supper - Dec. 24 or Jan. 06 
and New Year Eve Dinner - Dec. 31 
Gift Certificates Available 


Alona Nykolyshyn 
Ph: (780) 458-8642 


Write: P.O. Box 58035 or Call: 
Edmonton, AB 


T5L 474 


| St. Stephen s Ce 


3 «Мегідіап 5 атопіоп, Alberta T5B 4K3 


Phone: (780) 377-0277 
Established in 2000, St. Stephen’s Cemetery serves the needs 
of families of all faiths in Edmonton and Northern Alberta. 
» Family groupings welcomed 
¢ Flat & upright monuments permitted 
» Field of Honour for Veterans & spouses МІЗЕРНІ ВЗУТТІ 


* Columbarium niches will be available | НЯЗІШЧИЦИЦе ЧИ 
(Spring 2005) of a “Family Estate 


Planner” 
» Payment plans available 
» "Виу-баск" plan available 
¢ Future plans include a chapel and social centre 


The Board extends Christmas Greetings 
and wishes for a Joyous New Year to all! 


Mack Skoreyko 
Chairman 


Korneil Ozipko 
Secretary 


George Zaharia 
Administrator 


ХРИСТОС РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ! 
СЛАВІТЕ ЙОГО! 


UNE НАЦ 


2 
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Students and staff at St. Kevin School. 


2004, 24 8 - 21 рудня, 2004 


**Wake-a-thon”’ emulated my other schools 


Cont. from Page 13 

Canadian Parliament initiatives and 
plans to defend democracy in 
Ukraine,” said Grade 9 student Mark 
Tkachuk. 

Later on students watched video 
footage about recent developments 
in Ukraine, as well as response of 
the local Ukrainian community in 
Alberta. The sleepover event con- 
tinued until 8:30 am on Nov. 26. 

“Our teaching staff and parents 
were very impressed with this stu- 
dent initiative as these Canadian 
teenagers are making direct contri- 
bution to historic developments in 
Ukraine,” noted Volodymyr 
Boychuk, Ukrainian Bilingual 
teacher at Jean Vanier Catholic 
School. 

The event was a great success and 


Students at Father Kenneth Kearns School. 


Kearns (FKK) Elementary School in 


was supported by a number of Sherwood Park and St. Kevin 


schools in Alberta. Some schools are 
not able to organize a “Wake-A- 
Thon”, however, they hosted an 
“Orange Day” and fundraise funds 
for democratic forces in Ukraine. 
For example, Father Kenneth 


Catholic School in Edmonton also 
fundraised money for the demon- 
strators in Kyiv. 

“These local initiatives illustrate 
that our Canadian youth cares a lot 
about recent political developments 


in Ukraine,” said Lesia Pohoreski, 
one of the parents present at the 
“Wake-A-Thon.” 

If your school would like to sup- 
port this Canadian youth initiative, 
please contact V. Boychuk at 780- 
467-3633 or e-mail 
<vlodkob@eics.ab.ca>. 


Saskatchewan celebrates “Freedom in Ukraine Week” 


| Cont. from Page 13 


“Freedom in Ukraine Week”: 

Nov. 29: Up to 50 people attended 
a “Freedom in Ukraine Rally” at the 
Lesia Ukrainka statue on the Uni- 
versity of Saskatchewan campus in 
Saskatoon. 

» Divine Liturgy — “Blessings 
upon the leadership and the people 
of Ukraine, for a peaceful entrance 
into democracy” at St. Basil’s Ukrai- 
nian Catholic Church in Regina. 

Nov. 30: A Divine Liturgy for 
Peace and Blessings on the leader- 
ship and people of Ukraine took 
place at Dormition the Most Holy 
Mother of God in Saskatoon. 

» Informational Evening at the 
Ukrainian Museum of Canada in 
Saskatoon. 


Dec. 1: Moleben to Jesus Christ 
for the intentions of peace and de- 
mocracy in Ukraine at the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church of St. George in 
Prince Albert. 

» Moleben & Candlelight Vigil at 
the Vimy Memorial south of the 
Delta Bessborough Hotel in Saska- 
toon. 

Dec. 2: Informational Presenta- 
tion by members of the Ukrainian 
Canadian community to students of 
the St. Nicholas English-Ukrainian 
Bilingual Program at Holy Family 
School in Saskatoon. After a discus- 
sion of the current situation in 
Ukraine, students then created cards 
and pictures, which were sent to 
their peers in Ukraine. 

¢ Minister of Government Rela- 
tions Len Taylor joined a crowd of 
50 at a Moleben (prayer service) at 
Slawa Centre in North Battleford. 

Dec. 3: Some 100 people attended 
a Benefit Concert staged by danc- 
ers, singers and instrumentalists at 
Holy Trinity Ukrainian Orthodox 
Cathedral Auditorium in Saskatoon. 
Money raised is being sent to Kyiv. 
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to help purchase food, warm cloth- 
ing and medicine for protestors sup- 
porting freedom апа democracy. 

Dec. 5: A special prayer service 
(Moleben) for the just and peaceful 
resolution of the crisis in Ukraine at 
St. Basil’s Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Regina. 

In Prince Albert, parish priests 
Very Rev. Jakiw Rybalka and Rev. 
Ivan Nahachewsky led the Ukrai- 
nian community in prayer all week. 
The UCC Regina branch and its 
member organizations collected do- 
nations to be forwarded to Ukraine 
to support the demonstrations in 
Kyiv. 

“Let’s turn Saskatchewan or- 
ange!” was another effort that was 
initiated this week. Orange clothing 
and accessories continue to be wom 
at home and at work. Orange rib- 
bons have been tied to car antennas 
and worn on lapels. Having con- 
tacted UCC-SPC, sports reporter/an- 
chor Barney Shynkaruk, who is of 
Ukrainian descent, now wears an 
orange ribbon while on the air at 
Global TV in Saskatoon. 
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